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EMBERANCE TO LUCY. 


OU' reaſoned very juſtly, thy dear 
marchioneſs, when you aſſured me 
that my misfortunes were come to a2 
4 which they could not 
extend, and that, in the natural courſe of thi og, 
their violence muſt produce a eriſis that would 
be followed by happier events. Heaven has 
| rendered the joy I now experience proportion- 
wie the ſufferings I have hitherto endured; 
and this laſt favour of its providence is attended 
with a felicity which I preſumed nt even to de- 
Fre: may chat gracious Providence add one fa- 
vour more, and grant chat, in the midſt of my 
J -.. "os x 
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erte ; 1 not Wy e ſigh 972 he of. the oy 1 
d w which u them upon n me! Ves, my dear 


lend, tha hat is now my only lollicitude, and 2 


5 0 9 2 x day « do 1 ſay with, the, prophet, 


11 God. 1 2 . 


& 1 Em. let t my tongue cleave. unto the ſopf 


ce of 


* my PAIRED ; if 1 do i not think of thee When 
£73 1 am in | gladneſs, who art my only. comfort 


181. 


And my 7 ſal vation.“ Attend, my del” m mar- 


marchioneſs | i 11 have more miracles to tel ou | 
211}. boese ee 5 


W left Turin 8 a quarter of 7 an 7 wg 


: after 1 had diſpatched the expreſs, and at Lune- 


5 bourg we found your ſecond courier. Thou gh 
our journey had /been very troubleſome, we 
could not think of reſting before we had read 
ur letter, and the affecting narrative of my 
poor child's ſufferings. Hoy few, my dear 


* ">, 1 


are the examples of ſuch extraordinary "firmneſs ! 
Tie fortitude of Annette makes me : bluſh f. f. or 
my- ” weakneſs, and & acknowledge, Wich vou, 
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ie wept When we read t that letter, would. be, to 


tell yo jou u that our hearts, had d che gol dnels « of. the 


CJ 7 >< 


Peu 1 21 any e 'our emotiong, any 1pecta- 
| wo, could have b been rei 5 but. I believe 
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bn! if T1 do.. not remember thee. in 


chat ſhe i is a beroine. To tell you barely that 
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i of our /difiteſs. Poor Deſhotais was no 


more a philoſopher than myſelf, and 'we lince . 
5 have not been able to recollect the different cir- 
cumſtances of our behaviour, without ſmiling 


9 at their extravagancy. At that paſſage where 


the dear child expreſſes the mute deſpair in 


which ſhe left Rouen, Deſhomais roſe up pre- 
cipitately, as if he wanted. to fly to her relief i 


And for myſelf—1 fell upon my knees, and, 


with my hands raiſed to Heaven, implored the 
| Almighty to preſerve her from every unfortunate 
accident: this prayer I uttered with as much 
"4 earneſineſs and fervour as if ſhe had really been 


in danger at the time; nor could I recollect chat 
ſhe was 1282 in the hands of my friend, 


pes an e reading. v was not likely 


to be productive of ſleep; we paſſed part of the 
night in talking over the misfortunes of our 


poor ſufferer; in bleffing the charitable country- 
woman who had taken her in; in wiſhing to 


| ſee, to thank, and even embrace your keeper ; 
and in. anticipating every pleaſure that awaits 
our meeting. We prudently declined taking poſt, 
which hardly deſerves the name in thoſe deteſt- 
able roads, where it is obliged to go 2 mule's 
: pace, particularly ſince the fall of the great 
r 2+ amt Beſides, was it likely that we.ſhould 
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: arrive the ſooner by that a It was GERD"? 
ſary that we ſhould. regulate our motions by 
yours; and to have waited, for you at Lyons 
would have. been inſupportable. Yau. think, 
| perhaps, that this reflection induced us to make 
up, in the morning, the loſt ſleep, of the night, 
2s our mules could- only. perform their uſual 
tages. By no means; we ſet off at day-break, 
that we might arrive four hours ſooner in a place 
where we ſhould be only at the diſtance of ſeven 
| leagues from you. Juſt as we were about to 
enter a kind of defile or narrow paſſage, which 
lies between a river and a very high mountain, 
WE, heard the report of a piſtol, which was im- 
| mediately followed by ſeveral others. Our 
mületeer ſtopped ſhort, and told us, that it 
would be dangerous to proceed, as, to all ap- 
pearance, there was murder going forward, and 
that it would be ſafeſt to turn back, and make 
towards a village which was at no great diſtance. 
Deſhomais could not agree to this, and, taking 
out his piſtols, he haſted towards the place from 
hence the reports ſeemed to proceed. I re- 
mained in the chaiſe, more terrified at the 14 
danger to which he was about to expoſe himſelf, N 0 { 
than at my own. Upon hearing a ſecond fire, 4 
my fears were. increaſed, and ſo much the more, | 
deen een. determined to turn back. All 


3 2 1 ” bh . 5 I could | 
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1 could prevail upon ſis to do wa en 


me to alight, and no ſooner had he fet me down; - 
than he made off with his mules ſo expeditiouſſy 


that 1 ſoon loſt fight of him. I endeavoured, 
as well as I could, to get into a cave of a rock. 
for my ſecurity, for my legs trembled fo much 


that I was ſcarce able to ſtand. I am ſatisfied 
that Annette, when ſhe: reads this, will think 


me a Coward, She would have been brave 
enough to have followed Deſhomais, and to - 
have partaken of his danger; who knows what 

I might have done, had I been armed wirkt 

piſtols? But we had only two, and Deſhoniais 
had taken both; therefore, as I ſhould” only 
have embarraſſed him without doing him any 


ſervice, I was prudent enough to content myſelf 
with putting up the moſt ardent prayers for bis 
ſafety. I know not how long I continued in 
my aſylum; all I know is, that 1 thought tlie 
time very long, and that I was covered with' a 
cold ſweat; when on a fudden J heard the voice 


"of Deſhomais, who called me, and who, as he 
told me afterwards, believed that I had fled with 
the /poſtillion.” At the found of his voice? 1 


haſted out of my hole; and making towards 


che way from whence it proceeded, I was ſdon 


with" him. I expected ſome terrible ſi ſight, but 
at pany "WHICH appraret I'was froze with horrouf. 
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The 4 was covered with a number of dead 
bodies, from which the blood was ſtill A 
but what principally drew my attention was an 
old man reclining againſt a tree, who ſeemed to 
be much weakened with wounds and the loſs of 
| Mook: and who, apparently, regardleſs of his 
own: ſituation, ſhewed the body of a well dreſſed 
youth, who was lying amongſt the dead, and 
intreated me to ſee whether any thing could 


. examining whether he was ſtill alive,  Lhaſted 
ta: ſtop the blood which was yet running from 


the old man. I had learnt in the hoſpital, 


Pg 
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where I paſſed ſome years, how to dreſs a wound, 
and I haſtily made up a bandage and fillets of 
our handkerchiefs. Deſhomais called aloud to 
the old man to take courage That the young 
gentleman was ſtill alive. I gave him my bottle, 


and as he was but in a flight fainting fit, we 


had the ſatisfaction to ſee him recover his ; 
ſenſes.: Deſhomais was then in the moſt per- 
plexing cireumſtances ; he durſt not leaye me 
alone in that place; and he ſaw the neceſſity he 


was under of going to ſeek for help at the neigh- 


bouring village. L obſerved to him; that as our 
poſtillion would undoubtedly; alarm the people, 
it was probable that he would bring us aſſiſtance 


a ound as| poſible, and that, therefore, it was 
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| . bottled! to wait chai to 25 Ad wounded, TK 


this interval the old man told us that he had do 


fſervants killed, having been attacked by fink 


robbers, and that a moment later he muſt 
have ſhared the ſame fate himſelf; that he 


had already received a wound in the hand from 
a dagger which he was endeavouring to wreſt 


from à robber who had thrown him down, be- 


des a ſhot in the thigh; and that as he was en- 


gaged with a very ſtout man, he muſt undobtedly 


have been overcome by him, had it not been 


for the aſſiſtance of my ſon; for that was the 
name I had given to Deſhomais; who, on this- 
occaſion, had ſhewn equal courage and calmneſe 
— His two ſhots were ſo ſucceſsful that he killed 

two of the aſſaffins, and obliged the third, who 
had his dagger at the old man's throat, to quit 


| his purpoſe : his fire-arms were diſcharged, and 


thinking 'to intimidate Deſhomais, he game 


up with his piſtol in his hand; but Deſho- 
mais, without fear, marched up to him with 


his drawn ſword. In the mean time, the robber 


Who was buſy in diſpatehing the young man, 
thinking he had nothing more to apprehend 
from him, left him, and attempted to ſeize De- 
ſhomais behind. The young man found ſtrength 
in his courage; and raiſing himſelf up; he cook 
his ſwrord, Which th& röbberd had thrown at a 
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Little diſtance from him, and joining Deſho- | 
mais, he preſently brought one of them to the 
ground. During this, the old man, who was 
lying on the earth, had new charged his piſtols, 

and ſhot one of the robbers who was not en- 

gaged, which ſo terrified the two others, that 
they haſtily mounted their horſes, and ſought 
their ſafety in flight. While Deſhomais was 
giving me this account, we ſaw, upon an emi- 
bence, our poſtillion, with a body of twenty 
© countrymen, who were coming, well armed, to 
our aſſiſtance. It were impoſſible to expreſs the 
gratitude of the two wounded ſtrangers: I par- 
took of their acknowledgments, and the old 
gentleman deſired Deſhomais would tell him to 
whom he was obliged for his life. My ſon was 
about to anſwer him, when he thought he per- 
ceived one of the villains, Who was lying on 
the ground, make a little motion. He ran up 
to him; during which, the old man, addreſſing 
| himſelf to me, ſaid, Madam, they are not or- 
dinary people whoſe lives your ſon has ſaved; I 
ii. have ſome power and property in this country; 
i my name is Sainyille : you appear to be French 
fi . people, and buſineſs, no doubt, has brought you 

If over. the mountains ſhould be extremely 
| | happy if you could put it in my power to do you 
= ſervice. 1 know mot eee myſelf 
1 Yi93 i] _ during 
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during that moment. I felt ſuch ems tions that 
I was obliged to ſupport myſelf againſt a rock, 
and it was feebleneſs rather than reflection that 
prevented me from throwing myſelf at the feet 
of my father - in- law; to whom, in that condi- 
tion, my agitations muſt have been attended 
with bad conſequences. The marquis, frighted 
at my paleneſs, called Deſhomais, to inform 
him that I was not well, which he attributed to 
the horrour the bloody ſcene had occaſioned. As 
my ſon approached me, I ſaid to him, Ah, De- 
ſhomais, how kind has Heaven been to us ! It 
is the marquis de Sainville whoſe life you have 
ſaved. It is with difficulty I reſtrain myſelf, but 
the ſafety of a perſon ſo dear to us requires it. 
At this inſtant, the people whom we had per- 
ceived with our chaiſe, came up to us—Deſho- 
mais approaching the marquis, ſaid, Sir, you 
are not in a condition to proceed upon your 
Journey; we are not far from St. John de Mau- 
rienne, where you may have ſome afliftance ; 
permit me to accompany you. My mother has 
informed me that you had the kindneſs to en- 
quire my name; there are ſome reaſons why L 
ſhould: not tell it you till your arrival at the 
place I have mentioned —In the-mean time, you 
will do me the juſtice to believe, that there is 
not a man in the world for whom I would more 
B 5 | 0 [my 
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zo LET EE SS 
Hezly have expoſed. | my life, than for a perſon 


«& yeur worth, Hir, whoſe e 1 "ny, he 


Vagel to know. | 5 ee eee ee 
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an 9 po this deſire . remaining 


N * 


unknown, conld not fail of exciting the curio- 


ſity of the marquis — He, therefore, eagerly 5 
embraced the propoſal we had made of accom- 
panying bim. The peaſants ſoon made up a 
kind of litter of the branches of trees, for the 
conve eyance of the young man, whom we were 
afraid of hurting by putting him in the ; Chaiſe, 
Deſhomais obliged the marquis to take his place, 
and would abſolutely follow the litter on foot. 
The marquis was infinitely pleaſed with his po- 
liteneſs ; 3 during the whole way, he congratu- 
lated me on the happineſs of having. ſo brave 
| ind wortby a a ſon; Heaven too, ſaid he, once 
favoured 1 me with the ſame blefling, but 1 have | 
loſt him, and have adopted a nephew, whoſe | 
life you have faved. "Theſe words, which in- 
fo red me that St. Far was the perſon whom 
97727 accompanied, made me afraid that f 

reſence would be an obſtacle to the. deſire 

we | 5 80 of making ourſelyes known to the 
mar vis. What had we vot to to fear, from St. 
LA his ſervant's 8 letter were not a falſe 


ch r en | iis (ho Ng laſted awhile ; but (the. 
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| ebititeriance of the wounded man confi rm med m 1 * | 


daughter's opinion with regard to that e 


Yrs 1 


man; it was eaſy, if one may ſo expreſs it, to 


read in his looks the diſavowal of ſo baſe a pro- 
eceding : as his ſervant had charged him with. 


Upon our arrival at St. John de Maurienne, our 


firſt care was to dreſs the wounds of the 'uncle 
atid the nephew. Thoſe of the marquis were 


ſo ſlight that he would not keep his bed. St, 


ri. 


Far had ſuffered much more; and the ſurgeon 


190% 


told us that he could not, in leſs than twenty⸗ 


four hours, form any certain judgment, parti 


cularly as the patient had a violent fever upon 
him. This uncertainty is the reaſon why \ 

cannot expoſe the marquis to any new emotion, 
and we muſt wait for more favourable circum- 
ſtances before we diſcover ourſelves. You (ce, | 
my dear marchioneſs, that we can no longer 
think of meeting you, and that it would be i im- 
proper to wiſh my daughter here, before we 
know how the marquis may be diſpoſed, either 
towards her, or ourſelves. I will, therefgr ; 
preſume” to deſire, my dear, that you would | 
wait for us at Lyons, If any lucky accident 


ſhould haſten our diſcovery, and if ef find che 


heart of the marquis ſuch as we wiſh, it to be, 
we will immediately let you know pooh 


bluſh at my imprudence Can I with that you | 
1 % 


* W N F * W 8 


Would add this journey to that which you have 
already made, and which muſt have fatigued you 
ſo much ?—Yes, I do wiſh it, my dear friend! ; 
_ T-cannot give up the happineſs of ſeeing you, of + 
embracing you, and thanking you for your kind- 
| neſs to my dear Annette. You are ſenſible that 
your huſband enters into all my impatience— 
How much am I indebted to * as well as to 
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L yous. 


T is not in this life, my Sek friend; that we 
are to enjoy any unmixed happineſs. By 
fad experience I feel it at this moment. Hardly 
had I taſted the hope of being a witneſs to your 
happineſs, when I was obliged to renounce it. 
My huſband has received a letter which informs 
him that his ſon has fought a duel; that he is 1 
dangerouſly wounded, and that, notwithſtanding 

his wounds, it was neceſſary he ſhould be con- 
veyed to a place of ſafety, as his antagoniſt was 
left dead upon the ſpot: we muſt, therefore, 
take poſt this moment for Paris. I have only 

delayed my departure *till I could put your 
daughter in the hands of madam de Rochebonne. 

This is a woman of the firſt rank, and of diſ- 
tinguiſhed merit, who conceived a regard for 
your daughter the moment ſhe ſaw her ; and ſhe 
is, . moreover, a friend and relation of Mr. de 
Villeneuve. Annette will be upon the ſame 
| footing at her houſe as at my own. I have pre- 
vailed upon this lady to attend her to St, John 
f 95 de 
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de Maurienne, when you mall think it conve-· 
nient, if you do not rather chuſe to come to 
this place. Never was any thing more diſagree- 
ably unſeaſonable than this, and, in any other 
circumſtances, I ſhould Fave ſuffered the mar- 
quis to return alone; but you are ſenſible that 

I cannot leave him to his anxiety—The danger 

of -his ſon has affected him ſo ſenſibly that T am 
afraid of ſome unfortunate accident. I am not 
in à much better condition myſelf, yet I have 
ſenſibility enough to rejoice at the fortunate 
event which in all probability will complete 
your happineſs. Let me know, my dear friend, 
what effect the knowledge of his deliverer has 
upon the marquis de Sainville. I cannot thin 
him capable of reſiſting thoſe juſt ſentiments of 
gratitude he muſt conceive for that worthy” 
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IB OUGH I * not yet e your 
anſwer, I cannot delay to acquaint you 


; with the happy intelligence we received on our 


arrival here. The young marquis is entirely 
out of danger, and his affair has not tranſpired, ' 
It is publicly given out that the deceaſed was 


attacked by a perſon unknown; and, in faQ, 


the only ſervant who accompanied the unfor- 
tunate man, had not the leaſt knowledge of the 
marquis, nor yet of the perſon who was killed, 
having been but two days in the ſervice of the 
latter, who is a ſtranger. We are haſting to 


Paris to make the young marquis appear in pub- 


lic, as his abſence may occaſion ſuſpicions. This 
unhappy affair was the effect of jealouſy, ac- 
cording to the account of the marquis's valet. 
My huſband is now more at eaſe, and my heart 
diſburthened of it's fears for him, freely gives 
itſelf up to thoſe ſentiments of pleaſure, which 


had been in ſome meaſure ſuſpended by the fear 


of thoſe unhappy conſequences that this event 
might 


_ 
9 
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| might have produced. I hope to find a letter 


from you on my arrival, and to acquaint. you 
with ſuch circumſtances of this affair as are yet 
unknown to me. I can add no more: the 
horſes are put to, and they are calling me away. 


\ 
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n need of ſore pe to opioid: 
- my ſinking under that exceſs of joy and 


happineſs which ſurpaſſes my warmeſt expecta- 


tions: I did not taſte it in it's full perfection 
till the moment J received your ſecond. letter, 
for which I am infinitely obliged to you. Com- 
plete my ſatisfaction by letting me know the 
end of that troubleſome affair, whereof I pro- 
gnoſticate nappy things. As to my own affairs, 
they are in ſuch a ſituation, that IJ have but 
one bleſſing to deſire — I am now with that 
daughter ſo dear, ſo worthy of my tenderneſs— 
She has recovered, at the ſame time, a mother, 
an huſband, a friend, and the affection of a 
- grandfather, who is infinitely dear to her. For 
my own part I have found a father who transfers 
to me that exceſs of tenderneſs which he had for 
his unfortunate ſon. How many bleſſings at 
once ! The irregular emotions of my mind in a 
ſituation ſo entirely new muſt be not a little 
entertaining to you. My gloomy heart, which 
had, for fo many years, been the manſion of 


melancholy is ä carried away by ſo un- 
expected 


. 


nen * 

; expected a change, as it were by the force of a 
torrent. By. being ſenſible of too much I am 
ſenſible of nothing: and I am perſuaded that 
time alone can enable me to form 2 right 
eſtimate of thoſe bleſſings with which T am 
ſurrounded, or, if 1 may ſo expreſs it, over- 
whelmed; in- ſo-much that it is impoſſible for 
me, as yet, to diſtinguiſn or enjoy them ſepa- 


| ately. There is one enjoyment of a different 
kind to which you have accuſtomed me, and 
that is to make you a partaker in my feelings. 
Till theſe happy moments I have had none but 


ſenſations of ſorrow to offer you; it is, therefore 
juſt that you ſhould ſhare in the delights I now 


experience, and learn by what ſteps 5 have 


arrived at the ſummit wy wage, 


SLES ; 40 


1 WROTE my laſt the moment after the 


wounds of the marquis and his nephew had 
been dreſſed, The latter, you may remember, 
was not out of danger, and the fear of loſing 
him ſuſpended that curioſity which would other- 
wiſe have excited the marquis to know who 
we were. The day following, the ſurgeons, 


who took off the firſt dreflings gave us an entire 
confidence of his recovery. The patient had 


reſted, and was without a fever, which rendered 


the marquis de Sainville ſufficiently diſengaged 
203 ==] 


* 1 
| to attend to us. He was ſitting by the bed of his 
nephew, and when he perceived that he was at 
reſt, he took that moment to inform himſelf of 
what he wiſhed . to know, that he might be 
capable of giving us proper marks of his gra- 
titude. Iequally deſired and dreaded this ex- 
planation, and J was ſeized with ſuch violent 
agitations, when I perceived that nobleman enter 
my chamber, that I was ready. to faint away. He 
perceived, by my paleneſs, that IJ was not well, 
and the ardent attention with which he ſought 
to aſſiſt me, increaſed my emotions. My eyes 


were filled with tears —I took his hand and 


kiſſed it with ſuch ardour, that for ſome moments 
he thought me delirious and made ſome efforts 
to withdraw to a diſtance. Nevertheleſs, - I 


4 continued to kiſs that hand which I bathed with 


my tears, and. the abundance that I ſhed hav- 
ing eaſed me of the load with which I felt my- 
ſelf oppreſt, I found ſtrength enough to riſe, 
and throw myſelf at the feet of the marquis, 
who, ſurprized at my behaviour, could only 
expreſs himſelf in ſuch broken words as theſe, 
«© What is it you do, madam Lou confound 

me— Riſe, I conjure you What is the meaning 
of this ?—Has any misfortune befallen you ?— 
Command me; I will do every thing you ſhall 
; deſire” —Upon theſe words, he raiſed- me-from 
the 
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the floor, and conveyed me into an arm-chair, 
where he left me, and, turning to Deſhomais, 
intreated him to diſcover what unhappy eir- 
cumſtances had befallen me, within a fi ingle 
hour during which only he had left me. De- 


ſhomais thought this a favourable moment for 


the diſcovery—You ſee at your feet, fir, ſaid 
he, a woman that has been the moſt unhappy 


of her ſex, but is now at the moment of ſeeing 


her ſufferings at an end, if you ſhould prove 
ber friend. Ah, fir | anſwered the marquis, 


delay not to tell me how I may aſſiſt that lady. 


I am under obligations of gratitude to do every 
thing for her, yet I aſſure you I have no need of 
fuch motives to ſerve her, and were I not indebt- 


ed to you for my life, inclination alone would 


engage me to exert my utmoſt power to make 


her happy. Madam, faid he, looking very ten- 
derly upon me, the danger I eſcaped the firſt 
moment I beheld you could not prevent me 


from conceiving the tendereſt ſentiments on your 


bchalf, and while ſurrounded with the herrours 


of an almoſt inevitable death, I was ſurpriſed 
and even alarmed to find myſelf ſuſceptible of 
thoſe feelings with which you inſpired me Ves, 


mudam, with a body chilled by years, ard by : 


thoſe:/terrours which were natural upon the ap- 
proach of death, I was ſenſible of a- paſfion 
amt 8 which 
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| which the charms of your converſation have 
contributed to inereaſe. I am conſeious that 1 
owe to you. the remains of my /life, and you 
make me regret thoſe years that ate fled. Diſ- 
poſe of my fortune, and of my intereſt, I will 
not preſume to ſay of my perſon; that would be 
a poor preſent to a woman of your age; beſides, 
| T know not whether you are diſengaged— Be 
not apprehenſive that you will leſſen my regard 
for you by acknowledging that you are not. I 
cannot eaſily diſtinguiſh the ſentiments with 
which you inſpire me, but whether they have 
their ſource in a wrong-placed paſſion, or in 
| a well deſerved friendſhip, they are certainly 
durable, You have it in your power, I repeat 
it, to diſpoſe of my fortune—Conſider me either 
in- the capacity of an humble lover, or of a 
tender father. My heart, methinks, will be 
equally ſatisfied with either title — For which, 
then, am I to hope? I made ſome efforts to 
recover my mind, which had been oppreſſed, as 1 
it was, by the force of my feelings; and throw- 
ing myſelf a ſecond time at the feet of the 
| marquis, I cried—Ah !- My lord! How happy 
mM for the wife of your unfortunate fon, if you 
permit her to call you father. Theſe few words 
4 — exhauſted the whole powers of my ſoul—1 
2 * not without — ; but my. ſenſes 
. | ſeemed 


. Er T * E * 8. 


ſeemed to be locked up in tranſport. The | 
marquis ardently embraced me, and the dear 
name of daughter fell from his lips in the midſt 
of his grief and his joy. He thought, as he 
has ſince told me, that it was the very moment 
when he had loſt his ſon, ſo ſtrongly was the 
remembrance of that misfortune renewed, upon 
the fight of me. At length, raiſing his hands 
and eyes to heaven, he ſaid, I murmur not 
2gainſt the determinations of thy Providence, 
O my God! at a time when I ought only to 
be ſenſible of gratitude for the gift of ſach a 
daughter — But hear the prayers of a father, 
and let a ſecond miracle reſtore her huſband ane 
her child! The half of your prayer is already 
granted, ſaid Deſhomais; the marchioneſs is 
not ignorant of your paſt kindneſs to miſs Sain- 
ville, and that dear girl may very ſoon appear 
before you. Deſhomais wanted to relieve us 
from our ſenſibility, and he ſucceeded, beyond 
his hopes. The marquis, - quitting my em- 
braces, ran up to him with tranſport, and, 
pointing towards me, you call her mother, ſaid 
he, am J ſo happy as to find a grandſon in the 
perſon to whom I owe my life? Deſhomais, 
inſtead of giving himſelf up to thoſe emotions 
of tenderneſs, Which the marquis expected from 
eee had:entertained, retired ſome. 
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paces, and with one knee on the floor; he mo- 
deſtly ſaid, the unhappy Deſhomais would eſſeem 
the honour of being allied to you before all the - 
crowns in the world, but he muſt here be his | 
own. judge; the honour is too great for him. 
The marquis, inſtead of anſwering him, cried, 
muy gracious God, thou haſt granted my prayer; 
9 if IJ have not been able to find the child of my 
1 bowels, thou replaceſt him in the perſon 1 
now embrace; and reaching his hand to De- 
ſhomais, Riſe, ſaid, he, you are my ſon, and 
| | vou ſhall actually be entitled to that appellation 
- by receiving Annette from my hand. Then ad- 
direſſing himſelf to me, after having ſeveral times 
embraced Deſhomais, my dear daughter, ſaid he, 
has made me hope for the happinefs of ſeeing my 
dear Annette Why is it delayed? I then told 
him, that ſhe was at Lyons, where ſhe waited © 
his permiſſion to throw herſelf at his feet, and 
- aſk. his pardon. for her flight. Let us think no 
more of what is paſt, ſaid the marquis; if any 
pardon ſhould be neceſſary, it is her's I ought 
to aſk — I know what ſhe has ſuffered; and 
though I was abſolutely ignorant of the un- 
worthy manner in which ſhe was treated, I was 
ſtill to blame for having left her to the diſcre- 
tion of my oruel fiſter-in-law. | Let her aſhes 
N peace nee ſhe ewed upon 
CIOS her 
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her death · bed for the violence of eb ng 
gives me reaſon to think chat ſhe would have 
beheld 1 gc N return of Annette. - 


1 uus confeſs, my 4 marchionefs, 11 
Rene! to gain new life, upon hearing that this 
woman was dead—Not that I wiſhed: for her 
death—I was only anxious left ſhe ſhould make 
uſe- of the influence ſhe had over my father-in- 
law, to deprive me of his affection. I believe, at 
leaſt, that the joy I felt at that moment was 
occaſioned only by the removal of that fear 
which had intruded itſelf upon my greateſt hap- 
pineſs. I afterwards related to the marquis the 


various fortunes I had gone through, as well as 


the extraordinary circumſtances which had occa- 


ſioned the diſcovery of my daughter. It were 


endleſs to tell you our tranſports; and, though 


I am weary of repeating the word, it is the 
only one that can expreſs what we felt ſince 


that happy moment. The marquis diſpatched 
VDeſhomais the ſame day to haften the departure 
of Annette, and intreated madam de Roche- 


bonne to conduct her to this place N 


+. ably to her promiſe. After the departure of 


the lover, who would have given his life for 


| Pegaſus only for a couple of hours, the marquis 


1 with me what conduct it would be 
proper 
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eröper to*obſerve with tepart to Sk Fife "ahilh 
we agreed to conceal from him every thing 
that had n ill he n be 15 9 re- 
covered. 119 


: DuRING the ſpace of four days which paſſed 
before the arrival of my daughter, the marquis 
gave me a thouſand proofs of his kindneſs. He 
| talked with much pleaſantry and good humour 
of the fear he was in, when he thought himſelf 
in love, of his ſurpriſe when I kiſſed his hand, 1 
and is aſtoniſhed that he could not recollect me, 
after having ſo often looked at my picture, 5 
Without refleting that I was no more than 
fourteen when it was taken. He alſo entertained 
me with-an account of his tenderneſs for my 
daughter, and of the fine qualities and accom- 
pliſhments of that dear child. But theſe de- 
lightful converſations were not without a mixture 
of pain: we could not avoid recollecting the 
unhappy circumſtances that occaſioned the total 
| loſs of my huſband, and the remembrance was 
always attended with grief. Thie ineffeQuality = 
of the meaſures I had taken for his diſcovery” 
could not but diſturb the happineſs of our meet- 
| ing—Sometimes' weiamufe ourſelves with vain, 
but agreeable proſpe&s—The marquis often tells 
me that the miracles which Providence has al- 
| Vor. Us C ready 
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ready done for us, ſeem with reaſon to indulge 
e hopes for that one bleſſing which would crown : 
1 all the reſt. Pleaſing dreams, alas ! but eva- 4 
_- SR neſcent | ! Thereis no return from the manſions of / 
1 - of darkneſs | But let the will of God be done! 
| it is not for his creatures to complain; and he has 
. already done too much for us, more far than 
+1 we could preſume to expect, The arrival of 
my daughter diverted every other attention, 
„whether pleaſing, or melancholy. To tell you 
| that my joy reſembled a kind of intoxication, 
3 would be to expreſs myſelf inadequately ; for, 
in truth, it reſembled nothing; that expreſſion, 
=: however, muſt ſerve inſtead . a better, How W - 
5 limited is language ! how ill- proportioned to 
our ſentiments ! This ebriety has not yet given 
way to ſoberneſs, though it has been upon me 
\ at leaſt three days. I never ſuffer the child to 
| go out of my ſight, for I cannot-help thinking 
k continually that they want to tear her from me 
a ſecond time: and ſleep. itſelf, far from quiet- 
Y ing my fears in this reſpect, only increaſes 
them. I awake ten times a night, in a cold 
1 eat, ieee with the efforts I have been 


23 


her from me, _ it is with. difficulty I [ can 
perſuade myſelf that my 'terrours were vain _-. | 
when I awake and perceive her in my arms. 


11 is — to hope that I ſhall become 
habituated 
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: babituated. to my happineſs, and learn to enjoy 


it with greater tranquility My dear Annette 
ls not in a condition more collected or ſerene, 
and her heart, I believe, has been ſenſible to 


| tranſports which were not the leſs powerful for | 


being concealed, She has not only experienced 
the whole influence of filial affections, but the 
ſtrong though tender ſenſations of love. Happily, 
ſhe finds in me a confidante, who, far from re- 
ſtraining, applauds her paſſion. I could not, in 
juſtice, do otherwiſe : Deſhomais is worthy of 


her: and you, who know her, are ſenſible that 


that thoſe few words contain a complete elogium. 
The marquis de Sainville loves him as well as 


Annette ; and is impatient for their union ; we 


only wait for the conſent of Deſhomais' parents 


to conclude the ceremony, and we ſhall proba- 
bly receive it on our arrival at Turin, where we 
| ſhall be in five days. What completes our fe- 
licity on this occaſion is that it gives no pain to 


a man whom we cannot but eſteem and love. 
The generous St, Far beholds without jealouſy 


the happineſs of Deſhomais. His reaſon has 


triumphed over his paſſion, and he is ſatisfied 
with the friendſhip of my daughter and her 
huſband. How unjuſt to entertain the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of him ! he had engaged Mr. de Sain- 
* to make this journey to Paris only to find 

| "":" out 
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out the retreat of Annette: The Allan, Who 
had robbed her, declared that ſhe had diſmiſſed 


him at Paris, and forbidden him to follow her, 


adding that it was plain ſhe did it for no other | 
purpoſe than to conceal the place of her retire- 


ment. Heaven did not permit him to enjoy the 


reward of his villainy—He was one of thoſs 
that was killed in the affair I mentioned to you. 
T here i is ſuch an entire friendſhip between the 
two rivals that Deſhomais declares to my father- 

in- law, he cannot accept the hand of Annette, 


 # SS + 


if that circumſtance muſt deprive St. Far of 


the fortune, which, by long preſcription, he 
muſt have looked upon as his own ; and he de- 
fires that he may be treated as my daughter' 8 
brother in the diviſion of the 1 marquis s poſſeſ- 
ſions, which are very large, and of courſe 
ſufficient for both. Such generoſity will, if 
poſſible, add to the eſteem of this nobleman, 
who has a great affection for his nephew; and 
this diviſion, confirmed by proper inſtruments, 
takes away the only , 'circumſtance that would 
_ diſturb our happineſs, for I cannot help looking 


on n St. Far in the light of a ſon. 


Ons letter more from you, with happy news 
of the late affair, and I ſhall be perfectly at 


reſt. I ſpeak in the common terms, my dear 


marchioneſs; : 


e one muſt —_ one's ſelf as 
others do; but certainly, a perfect happineſs is 


not the lot of mortals. It is an obvious con- 


ſequence of the divine goodneſs, which would 
thereby inform us that no created being is ſuffi- =: 


. cient to fill our affections, and invites us to 


look upwards to him as the ſole ſource and 


center of true felicity. It is true, nevertheſs, 


that the time has been, when I thought myſelf 
perfectly happy. The great events that have 
paſſed in ſome meaſure overturned the ceconomy 


of my mind: I was in a kind of delirium. 


Happily, thoſe dangerous moments, when the 
ſoul would have repoſed itſelf on earthy objects, 


paſſed away like the lightning. In this calmer 


hour I can conſider the evils I have to ſuffer no 
leſs diſtinctly than the bleſſings I'enjoy. Alas ! 
thoſe bleſſings contain in themſelves the ſeeds 
and elements of the moſt cruel anxieties : T may 


loſe them in a moment, and their intrinſic 


frailty and uncertainty afford me the beſt reaſons 
for keeping me dependent on the ſovereign diſ- 
poſer of my fate. Ah! my dear friend! I re- 
pine not at that dependence: I will preſume to 
ſay that TI am pleaſed with it, and that I would 
not wiſh to be independent of my Creator, were 
zit, what it never can be, a poſſible thing. I 
perceive that [ have yet a new kind of trouble to 
5-3 _ undergo, 


r 


undergo which, excluſive of the dear objects that 
God has reſtored to me, will affect me very ſenſi- 
bly; I mean the anxiety which the ſituation of 
our friends muſt give me. Wn me, I intreat 
| you, in what manner they receive you, and what 
wie have to hope and fear from them. How un- 
fortunate, that Victoria was ſo precipitately en- 
gaged ! St. Far, who has perſonal merit enough 
to have gained her affections, is the man whom 
ſhe ought to have had for a guide; . 
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LUCY TO EMERANCGE. .,. 


1 May freely give myſelf up to the joy with | 


which the happy cataſtrophe of your affairs 


infoires me. Our concern for the marquis is 
abſolutely at an end. The perſon whom he had 


the misfortune to kill was a man of no note, 


notwithſtanding that he made a good figure. He 
was, to all appearance, one of thoſe knights of 
the induſtry, whoſe figure and dangerous talents 
for play are their only reſource. Beſides, the 
marquis was attacked, and, had not exceeded 
the bounds of the moſt juſtifiable ſelf-defence : 
that has been proved. Had we been here, he 
ſhould not have been conveyed from his own 
houſe, All his people were in diſtrac ion; they 
thought him undone, becauſe they conſidered 
this rencounter as a duel, and this was their 
motive for concealing him while he continued 
inſenſible. My huſband took the opportunity 
to give his ſon an intereſting lecture, not for 
defending himſelf againſt the man who had at- 
tacked him, but for expoſing himſelf to the 
attacks of ſuch a fellow, by frequentin g bad com- 
pany. Victoria ſhewed a very proper ſenſibility 
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on this occafion—She has an excellent heart 
Every ſubject of complaint ſhe had againſt her 
Huſband was forgot, and ſhe was only ſtudious 
How ſhe might ſerve him. If ſhe does not find: 
her reward in her own reflections, ſhe has no 
great reaſon to applaud herſelf ſor her tender- 
neſs. on this occaſion ; the marquis received her 
attentions with an indifference which makes me 
tremble for our poor friend. Such odious con- 
duct cannot fail of -diſguſting her; more parti- 
.cularly, as the actreſs whom her huſband keeps 
comes frequently to ſee bim, and is received 
with a paſſion which he is by no means in- 
en to conceal from his ws. 


on E Antartlicit me 0 every poſſible ST 
ot friendſhip; we have ſaid nothing of what 
has paſſed, and I wait to know from Henrietta 
upon what footing ſhe is with her new friends; 
I ſhall ſee her before J ſeal this letter, and will. 


give you the ſubſtance of our converſation, 


Well, I am juſt come from our indolent friend; 
J found her harraſſed to death with the fatigues 
of the town, and yet I cannot prevail upon her 
to give them up. She tells me roundly that ſhe 
will make me no promiſes, becauſe, in, that 
-caſe, ſhe muſt break with Victoria, and ſhe has 
not the courage to do it. Mr, de Sauvebzuf, 


13 5 muoreover, 
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moreover, is ſo much | pleaſe with this place, 
1 t he thinks of plirchaſing | a commiſſion, 


| Which may oblige kim to ſettle here—Should 


that be the caſe, Henrietta is "undone. At pre- 
ſent our friends ſpend their whole nights in 
play: beſides, Victoria is entirely, devoted 
to the taſte of her company, which is al- 
ways the ſame. She plays in luck, and wins 


large ſums, a circumſtance, which will make 


ber a gameſter by profeſſion—Yet the i is not 


+ FS 


becomes 3 to the gratification of other | 


_ paſſions, and, as her huſband is not by any 


means liberal to her, ſhe will ſoon ſet a greater 


value upon it, and will conclude with eſteem- 
ing it eſſfential to her happineſs. It is incon- 
_ ceivable how far a paſſion for expence may 
| carry us, Of all paſſions that of play appears 
to me moſt dangerous, becauſe the loſſes to 
which, + we. are expoſed naturally induce us to 
catch at every expedient to repair them. I 


would haye made ſome reflections on this ſub- 
jest, but was not heard; and Victoria charges 
me with. mifanthropy, calls me an enemy 
to innocent pleaſures. She conſiders play as 
Play: women of the beſt character make it their 


e, and it would be, in the laſt degree, 
V3 > rilkaklbus 
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| rid iculous to act contrary to all the world. 
| She continues to ſee the duke very frequently 5 


he is of all her parties ; 3 nevertheleſs, to all ap- 
Pearance, he does not make any great progreſs 


In her. heart; but, at the ſame time, he has the 


: reputation of being very well with her, and that 
is no leſs injurious to her character than if ſhe 
were really guilty. When I ſay that this affair 
hurts her character, I ought to add, in my 
opinion, and in that of a very few more. In 
the place where ſhe lives, it is not the manners 
of a woman that determine her character: 
nothing more is required from her than a regard 
to the choice of thoſe objects with whom ſhe 
Chuſes to conduct herſelf inconſiſtently with 
honour and virtue. So long as Victoria ſhall 
Have none but men of rank placed to her ac- 
count, ſhe may be envied, but will never be 
deſpiſed. The polite world has made ſtrange 
laws in theſe affairs! I was on a viſit the other 
day, where there was, 1 will not ſay good com- 


pany, but, great company. Amongſt the women 


who came to exhibit their dreſs, there was not 


one, whoſe paſt, preſent, and even future lovers 


one could not name: for all theſe are matters 


of mere convenience ; the heart has nothing to 
do in them, and one may foreſee with tolerable 
certainty, A * woman of five and twenty, 

extremely 
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—_ agreeable, - Was introduced, by 2 lady | 
of her acquaintance. ' Immediately a general 
; whiſpet was circulated, and people aſſumed airs 
of diſdain, which I could not account for, I 
__ enquired of a lady, who ſate next me, what 
5 might be the Jing of it, What, could be 

in the woman's head, ſaid ſhe, to bring a girl 
here? How ! anſwered I, then is it neceſſary to 
be married in order to appear in company ? My 
queſtion made her laugh, and at laft ſhe told 
me, that by the word Girl was meant a kept 
miſtreſs. Obſerve that the woman who ſaid this, 


$ | X has had half a ſcore of lovers, and is notoriouſly 
5 N public, though her huſband is a very worthy 
h man : and the poor girl, of whom ſhe ſpoke 
" with ſo much contempt, has never had more 
than one lover, to whom, by univerſal acknow- 


| ledgment, ſhe has been faithful theſe ſeven 
"a years. No ſooner was this girl gone, than 
« there was a general outcry ; and to have heard 
4 the good creatures, one would have taken them 
4 | for ſo many Lucretias. When I went home, I 
” KF aſked my huſband, who this poor deſpiſed object 
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. was. She is a woman, anſwered he, whom, 
4 = notwithſtanding her unhappy circumſtances, I 1 

| Cannot but eſteem,” Left without fortune and 
Q 7 
1 without ſupport, at the age of ſeventeen, the 

} count de * * * ® who had been a friend of 
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her father's; found 'a way into her heart by his 


Fr Wh ch, at the time he exerciſed it, 
ſeemed entirely diſintereſted; He did not diſ- 


*cover his views *till the moment he was ſure of 


being beloved, and, abuſing the affection with 
which he had inſpired the innocent girl, he re- 


duced her to her preſent pitiable condition. What 
"was very unfòrtunate for the poor girl turned 
out very happily for himſelf. She drew him 


from a habit of drunkenneſs to which he had 


given himſelf up, and inſpired him with ſuch 
ſentiments as form what the world calls a man of 
virtue; in conſequence of which he recovered 


the eſteem of the public, that he had forfeited | 
by his bad conduct. My God ! ſaid I to the 


marquis, how can ſuch a woman as you deſcribe 
IT to be live contentedly in vice? Were you 


to expreſs yourſelf i in ſuch a manner before any 
aber perſon, anſwered he, you would be 
4 "laughed at, Tt is not for the irregularity in 


which the lives that this girl is deſpiſed. If ſhe 


bad an income of ten thouſand livres, and were 


* 2 


even with the count in point of affection, 
the would be conſidered as 2 girl of good ſenſe, 
udice. Her libertine connection 

is not her diſgrice.” ut the profits ſhe derives 
from it: ſhe receives” favours from her lover ; 5 
i? Gare * is her crime. — crime ! ſaid I, with 
15 80 5 2 great 
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gence to which ſhe found herſelf reduced” Was a 


violent temptation; and thoſe, who treat her 


ſo unmercifully, never experienced it: they 
never knew the urgency of want, and the bad- 
neſs of their hearts alone occaſioned their fall. | 
Compared to them ſhe is, in my opinion, a 
veſtal. Vour ſentiments are juſt, replied * 
marquis, and the more ſo as poor Miſs Lemeri 
is a very faithful miſtreſs—She had no idea of 
the principles of thoſe honourable agreements 
that men have eſtabliſhed, and it is only 
upon thoſe principles that ſhe is guilty. One 
thing, however, is ſure, that ſhe is much 
more innocent than thoſe who cenſure her- 
conduct. | 
I As$URE you, my dear, I long to be more- 
particularly acquainted with this Miſs: Lemeri. . 
What a misfortune, that ſuch a woman ſhould 
want the neceſſary means of reſcuing herſelf from 
vice! a woman, who, without doubt, was na- 
turally virtuous! her lover is one of that agree- 
_ able ſociety, into which the marquis introduced 
mel intend, if poſſible, to engage his-confi- 
dence, and to avail myſelf of it ig perſuading 
him either to break with the unfortunate girl, 
| or 


SL ST 7.3 4 4 
or to marry. her. By this converſation with iny 
huſband, I have made new diſcoveries—1 would 
have ventured to affirm that all thoſe I have ſeen 
in the ſociety I ſpeak of, were good Chriſtians, 
who, without being too devout, had a reſpect 
for religion, and regulated their conduct upon 
it's principles. The marquis tells me that the 
| greateſt part of them are deiſts, people who 
value themſelves on their incredulity, and on 
having no other guide than natural religion, 
upon the principles of which they ſay that they 
act as honeſtly as they could do under the in- 
fluence of the moſt comprehenſive faith: but 
| what I am principally concerned for is the air 
= of ſatisfaRtion with which the marquis ſpeaks 
| of theſe deiſts, I am afraid he is of their opinion 
Ah! my dear friend, I could not ſupport this 
evil: but, ſurely, my fears are ill- ſounded: my 
huſband is punctual in the diſcharge of his re- 
ligious duties, and is equally careful that his 
ſervants ſhould attend them. He entirely ap- 
proves of the well - intended meaſures I deſign 
to take. My fears on this account are unrea- 
ſonable, and, though they proceed from my 
ſincere attachment to him, you may j uſtly re- 
prove me for giving them admittance. But 
what would he intimate from thoſe principles 
| 2 of 
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of the bonotinible ee. Ought he not 
to aſcribe the ruin of this girl to the want of 
religious principles ? Explain this myſtery ! and, 
Heaven grant that my fears may not be well- 

| ORD: | 
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NE line, my dear Lucy, is all that I; can 
write to you; yet I am ſenſible that, in 
my preſent circumſtances, you will excuſe it. 
This morning my daughter is married, and I 
ſteal from the crowd that ſurrounds us, to 
| acquaint you with this important event, from a 
| perſuaſion that you will be no leſs intereſted in 
it than myſelf. Annette bids me tell you that 
you were not miſtaken when you allowed her to 
have. a large heart, and the departments which 
the mother and the huſband occ upy by no means 
exclude the friend. She adds that the utmoſt. 
of her wiſhes is to give you perſonal aſſurances. 
of this. —Straitened as 1 am, I muſt yet ſay one 
word on the ſubject of poor Miſs Lemeri. Were 
j in your ſituation, . I would endeayour to obtain 
| her friendſhip. At my years one may do many 
[ tmings that are not ſuitable to your's. We 
| form our judgment of people from their con- 
nections, and your youth will not allow you to 
'F - have any that are ſuſpicious, or exceptionable. 
Ia agree that the prejudices mentioned in your 
| laſt letter are ridiculous ; ; nevertheleſs, while we 
| c . live 
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live in the world, we muſt in ſome meaſure 
conform to it. That world will permit you to 
ſee the contemptible part of your ſex, provided 
that you do not make friends of them, and that 
your connection with them extend no farther 
than common politeneſs—Your friendſhip with 
a weak girl would expoſe you to certain cenſure. 
Have. a proper regard to this foible (which, 
however, in. one ſenſe, cannot be / accounted” 
ſuch) without giving up your intention of ſerv- 
ing the unfortunate woman. You, may; par- 
donably enough, contract a friendſhip with her 
lover, but, what you will not be pardoned, and - 
what, nevertheleſs,. I would have you attempt, 
is to engage him to put an end to this affair in 
| one way or another. I murder the thing for 
| want of time, yet it deſerves to be more amply 
diſcuſſed, and I will reſume the ſubject, as well: 
as ſeveral other articles in your letter, when, T 
| hall be more at. leiſure... > "p18 
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LETTER VII. 


LUCY TO EMERANCE. 


'E have celebrated the marriage of 
Annette, my dear friend, with no 
inferior degree of joy — But this felicity was 
only between my huſband and myſelf —We 
thopght it might- no be diſcreet to admit our 
friends. Judge of our aſtoniſhment, when 
we found the Gazetteer maſter of this well- 
guarded ſecret, and that he had divulged it to 
all Europe. It is true he could not inſert in his 
account the name you bore with us, becauſe 
he did not know it, yet as he mentioned the 
place where you had reſided ſome years, Victoria 
and Henrietta could not but diſcover you. They 
immediately left Verſailles, and flew to me for 
the confirmation of their conjectures. I did 
not think that 1 ought to make a myſtery of it, 
and acknowledged that you were the perſon 
alluded to in the account; but I would not give 
them any particulars of your hiſtory *till I 
ſhould know from yourſelf what I may be al- 
lowed to communicate. They had ſeen my 
little Mary, and had been much pleaſed with 

her. They enquired earneſtly after her, but 
had not the 1 I that ſhe was the 
perion 
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perſon concerned long to inform them, and 


yet I reſiſt my inclination—Can women, after 


this, be accuſed of 'indiſcretion ? Alas! my 
friend, I have much to anſwer for—I muſt tell 
you that I was perfectly ſatisfied with the con- 
duct of our friends on this occaſion—Nothing 
could be more natural, or unaffected than the 


joy they teſtified: yet I perceive that they are 


greatly embarraſſed — They muſt unavoidably 
write to you on ſuch an event; and as they 


have let your laſt letters remain unanſwered, 
the taſk is diſagreeable. I have a great curioſity 
to know how they will bring themſelves off. 


Your being publicly recognized has left us at 
liberty to acknowledge in public the intereſt we 


take in every thing that relates to you. You 
have all thoſe for admirers to whom I have ac- 
knowledged the enjoyment of your friendſhip, 
and the number is not ſmall. Judge of the 
pleaſure T had in diſcovering what the Gazetteer 
had left as unknown. At the mention of your 
name, there was a general exclamation of joy. 
It was at a grand entertainment provided upon 


the occaſion. Our friends and their huſbands, . 
with ten others were preſent. Your healths ' 


were drank with the greateſt cordiality ; and, 
ſince that time, every perſon of faſhion in Paris 
| has been deſirous to hear from me ſome parti 


| culars 
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- eulars of your misfortunes. You may imagine 
- J am not a little embarraſſed—The Gazetteer, 
221᷑ tt leaſt, muſt wait till L Know what to anſwer. 
I tell them, in general, that you had been ſe- 
parated from your huſband by an accident which 
[it would require too much time to deſcribe” 
minutely; that your only daughter, likewiſe, 
had been carried off, and that ſhe had been en- 
tertained by the marquis de Sainville, at whoſe 
houſe you found. her A mighty clear account 
this ] yet it is liſtened to with auidity, and every 
one is as much intereſted in your diſcoveries, as 
if it could be divined how well you deſerve this 
general tenderneſs. Our friends continued a 
Week at Paris, and have but juſt left me: 
Henrietta willingly entertained berſelf with meg 
Victoria affected, at leaſt, to enjoy our amuſe- 
ments; but her diſcontent appeared, notwitht 
ſtanding her utmoſt. efforts, and ſhe was dying 
to be once more in a crowd. I told you that 
- ther huſband. was at our entertainment, and he 
treated her with as much ceremony as he would 
ane uſed to a woman whom he had never ſeen; 
I think he acted very naturally, but it was the 
ſſame when he loved her paſſionately. It is 


moreover the cuſtom of the town A. man of 
faſhion who has the misfortune to be in love 
} NT his wife, —_— ufe of. every means to 

> conceal. 
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conceal ſuch an abſurdity früm the public. Yet 
my huſband is indulged in his tender attentions, 


his anxieties for my abſence, and his ardour on 


our meeting. His age, ſay they, renders ſuch 
weakneſſes neceſſary, and they are, conſequen: - 

ly, excuſable; An old huſband muſt, of courſe, 
be a ridiculous creature, and he 'may be indulg- 
£d in this, provided he is not Jealous. 'You 


will obſetve' that if I were not fo young, Mr. 


de Villeneuve would not be thought ſoold ; for, 
In reality, he is not ſo; if you think him ſo, you 
are miſtaken, and I affure you that he is a better 
figure than all thoſe whom we call agreeable: - 
beſides he is not yet fifty; you are ſenſible that a 
man of thoſe years is not old but by compariſon, 


and where there is a woman of five and twenty 


in the cotitraſt. The public are not ſo indul- 
| gent to me as to my huſband Vet they have 


made no abſolute deciſions on my conduct. 
They make enquiries, and, without any cer- 


tainty of facts, hazard a thouſand opinions which 
are, by no means to my advantage. In the firſt 


| place [ have wit and ſpirit, notwithſtanding my 


affectation of prudence, and reaſon : then it is 
impoſlible I ſhould not repent of the ridiculous 


marriage I have made That a ward under the 


reftraint of barbarous relations, that a girl re- 


5 puted to be without fortune ſhould determine to 


marry 


© 
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"py who was more than twice her age, 
would have had nothing extraordinary i in it, her 
conduct might be eaſily accounted for. But 
ſhe, with propoſed deliberation, a rich heireſs, 
without any conſtraint, refuſes her hand to 
: the ſon, and marries the father— That, that, 
to be ſure, is without a parallel. There 
muſt, therefore, have been ſecret motives: for 
this marriage of mine, and though I am now 
ſufficiently ſick of it, I make it a point of 
honour to ſubmit to the nooſe. I act the part 
of a woman whoſe pride, or, poſſibly, whoſe 
cunning makes her appear ſatisfied. I ftudy to 
eſtabliſh a reputation, under the ſhadow of 
which, I may, conſequently, give myſelf up to 
the pleaſures natural to my age. My gallants 
conduct themſelves upon theſe principles and 
wait for the moment, when, weary of the part 
of an honeſt woman, I ſhall ſtep into the beaten 
road. I make no doubt that many a Petit 
Maitre has already notified my Converſion, And 
as they conclude that a woman of my figure is 
or ought to be a common property, they are 
willing, for the ſake of the common. intereſt, 
to become my Aþpo/iles. Could they ſee into 
my heart, and read that perfect contempt , in 
which I hold them, they would ſoon change 
their note. Not that this proceeds from my 
Eo 
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: being enamoured of my huſband ; no, my dear 1 


our reſidence at Paris has diſcovered to me the 


8 ſymptoms of a paſſion whereof I had no idea; 


and I ſay that this anxious ſenſibility is not 


what the marquis de Villeneuve has inſpired 


me with : it is a oompoſition of eſteem, of tender 
friendſhip, of confidence and reſpect; ſenti- 
ments, which are become as it were neceſſary 
to my exiſtence, to my happineſs. Every day 
I think they are-arrived at their utmoſt perfec- 
tion, and every day I perceive that they increaſe. 


A heart ſo delightfully, ſo happily occupied, is 
inacceſſible to every other ſentiment, and my 
virtue is really no talk, | 


A 3 thanks for the advice you | 


gave me with regard to Miſs Lemeri: I ſee I 


ſhould have done an imprudent thing. My 


huſband, who entirely approves of what you have 
ſaid on the ſubject, tells me that he has known 


a great many young people who, by an incon- 
ſiderate zeal, have depraved their morals. Be- 


| lieve me, my dear, this has occaſioned the firſt 


quarrel I have had with the marquis ; he pro- 
miſed to be my guide, nevertheleſs he diſſembled 
his ſentiments on this occaſion, and would not 
venture to contradict me. This was really a 
fault, and I hayes pardoned him only on con- 

dition 
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Aition that he ſhould be more ſincere for the 
Future. I am upon good terms with this poor 


girl's lover: I cultivated his friendſhip at firſt 


out of regard for her, and afterwards from a 


regard to myſelf. He is a man whom, for his 


good underſtanding and poliſhed ſenſe, one can- 


mot forbear to efteem. If it be true that he is 
indebted for his preſent ſentiments to his miſtreſs, 


he can never pay too great a price for them. 


J will endeavour, upon a proper occaſion, to 
Open his eyes to the obligations ſhe has laid 


upon him, as you aſſure me I may do it without 


expoſing myſelf. There is one article in your 
laſt letter which I do not very well underſtand : 
you acknowledge that the prejudices I mentioned 


Are ridiculous, and then you ſay that they are 


ſo only to a certain degree. Be ſo kind as to 


explain this circumſtance, for 1 apprehend it is 
Por n deen. | 
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"LETTER WA. 
 EMERANCE TO LUCY 


I 7 HERE is more than one article in your 


laſt letter, my dear marchioneſs, which 
requires a particular explanation. Iwill anſwer 
them particularly in a detached ſheet which 1 
will add to this letter, and for which you will 


perceive the reaſon—What I here write is for 


every eye. 


Br not frighted, madam, at the ſight of this 


pacquet ; I ſend you a volume, and my venerable 
father-in-law makes it ſtill larger by adding his 


letter to thoſe of the new-matried couple To 
this letter he joins a preſent, which he flatters 
himſelf you will receive with pleaſure, It is a 
picture of the whole family, which he has lately 


cauſed to be drawn, and defires you to ac- 
cept — You will diſcover your Annette in the 


features of my unfortunate huſband : and, I 


allure you, my dear friend, that the ſight of 


this picture has coſt me many tears—How often, 
how ardently have I wiſhed' that- this dear huſ- 
band might one day appear in this happy circle! 
That defire, the only one I have yet ungratified, 
Vous II. 1 _. has 
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has always been extremely prevalent; yet its 
Violence ſtill increaſes, as it now abſorbs the 
vrhole powers of that mind, which was divided 
between the huſband and the daughter. This 
is a ſubje& to which my thoughts always turn, 
and I cannot promiſe you when they will quit 

it. It is a laſting object from which my heart 
admits of no diverſion, and it is natural that the 
mouth ſhould ſpeak from the abundance of the 
heart,” particularly as you are the only perſon 
_ with whom can indulge myſelf in this conſo- 

lation. I diſtreſs my daughter and my father- 
in-law too much, when they penetrate into the 
cauſe of that profound melancholy which I am 
not always able to diſguiſe ; what then ſhould 1 
do, were I to make that dear huſband the ſub- 
= + fog my converſatio ! 


Ms. Deſhomais, the father, hs been with 


= - us theſe two days—He is a man of great honour, 
du an agreeable converſation—The marquis de 


+ 4 N . 
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- Sainville is much taken with him. He has pro- 
-refted that if he could have ſuſpected that my 
daughter was nobly born, he ſhould have pre- 
ferred her to a rich heireſs, ſo great was his 
eſteem for her. As to the abbeſs of St. Ste- 
phen's, he is afraid that her head ſhould be 
turned with joy. We have a letter from her, 
187” ao | written 
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written in terms of gie and one, likewiſe, 
from the lady St. Victoria, who gave a grand 
entertainment to her boarders for the celebration 
of this event. They are extremely preſſing in 
their deſire to ſee us at Rheims, and, for my 
on part, I wiſh it more than the reſt. Under 
| favour of thoſe ladies, however, they are not 
the principal motive of this wiſh ; for the-plea» 
ſure of drawing nearer to you has the chief. part 
in it; nevertheleſs I muft reſtrain it. The 
health of my father-in-law is upon the decline, 
which the phyſicians attribute to all thoſe agita- 
tions he has gone through A journey, or, in- 
deed, a parting, might be of bad conſequence to 
him. He has already too ſenſibly felt that of St. 
Far. That young nobleman had the fortitude 
to aſſiſt at all the entertainments occaſioned by 
the marriage, and appeared perfectly eaſy and 
diſengaged—Poflibly he might impoſe upon the 
greater part: but, for my part, I cannot be 
the dupe of his apparent tranquillity— His heart 
is not at reſt, my dear, and his love does not 
eſcape me. I ſhould greatly pity him, were 
thoſe really pitiable who ſacrifice themſelves to 
duty. It is certain, however, that he ſuffers 
not a little, and the part of the friend, which he 
takes upon him to act, is ſo difficult to. ſuftain, 
that he has recourſe to the only meaſures proper 
D2 in 
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in ſuch ben has deſired his uncle” 8 permiſ- 
fion to depart, and make ſome ftay in France 
The marquis found ſome difficulty to conſent, 


but I obſerved that St. Far's cure, to. be com- 


plete, would require the aſſiſtance of abſence, 
You. will. eaſily perceive, my dear, why. he 
ſhould ſeek for conſolation in France rather than 
in any other country. He hopes te find in the 
pleaſure of your company an agreeable amuſe- 


ment, which it would be difficult to meet with 
elſewhere; and for me, who know the human 


heart, I appprehend that he will find himſelf 


more at eaſe with a perſon who knows and loves 


the object he would forget, and with whom he 
may converſe continually on the ſame. I have 


promiſed him your friendſhip and that of your 


huſband ; poſſibly, I have gone too far. Send 
me your commiſſion, or rather wait till you 


have ſeen him. I know it is impoſſible that you 
mould refuſe it. Truſt me, then, and take to 
- yourſelf the credit of your complaiſance ; I ſhall 
never require any thing ſo eaſy or ſo agreeable. 


Take care of him. He is a poor wounded mans 


F whole Cure I commit to your Care, 


5 | L 0 your diſcretion —_ parts of 
my hiitory as you may think proper to commu- 
nicate to our friends. « orm it into a romance, 


wherein 
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wherein you win diſguiſe the indiſcretions of the 
heroine. I am pleaſed with the favour they ſhew 
to little Mary, and I do not think it will be leſ- 
ſened by their knowledge of her mother's name. 
I was not ſurpriſed at the ſenſibility they ſhewed 
upon the information of what related to me. 

They do not want hearts; they are but too 

tender. 'Fhat is, I often repeat it, an unhappy 
gift, and yet I ſhould be ſorry if it were wanting 

to any of rn for woes I have a er 


DEsHOMAIsS and his wife could never live 
in your region They love each other without 
bluſhing. I know this would be pardonable 
for the firſt month, but I do not believe that 
they are of a diſpoſition ever to correct this 
fault. Their love has ſuch a ſolid foundation 
_ that it will withſtand the force of time. oe 


As you have forgiven the marquis de Ville- 
neuve yourſelf, reprove him for me. His fault 
is not a ſmall one By the ſcruples and the re- 
ſerve he has ſhewn on this occaſion, your confi- 
dence in him muſt be wounded—He was, from 
agreement, to be your guide; and to think that 
you might be hurt by his freedom of advice, is 
an injury he does you Would he give you 
room to think that my friendſhip for you ſur- 

a D * paſſes 
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paſſes his own ? One of the happieſt effects of 
friendſhip is that mutual liberty of giving and 
receiving advice with freedom, even when it 
appears neceſſary not to purſue the counſel 
which is given, becauſe one loves and eſteems 


miſe myſelf the greateſt happineſs from that 
friendſhip which unites us more than the ties of 
blood. Hitherto I have had no occaſion but to 
. praiſe her. Tranſported, as one may ſay, into 
the center of a court, ſhe appears no ſtranger 
there, and behaves herſelf with as much eaſe, as 

if ſhe had there paſſed her whole life. She has 
found out the juſt mean between an indecent 
freedom and timidity. To her ſuperiors ſhe is 
reſpectful without meanneſs, to her equals at- 
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| and eſteem of all. that know her. Nothing 
_ eſcapes her attention In the midſt of j joy and 
i pleaſure ſhe remembers her poor nurſe; and the 
firſt uſe ſhe made of her fortune, was to ſecure 
her quiet and independence. The marquis de 
Sainville, touched with gratitude for the care 
ſhe has taken of our dear child, propoſed to ſend 
for ber and her huſband, and to give them ap- 
| pointments among the asker domeſtics of 


2 


112 
1 . 


the principle from . which it proceeds. My 
daughter and I are upon this footing, and I pro- 


tentive without affeQation, and to her inferiors 
kind without familiarity — She gains the love 


Deſhomais; "FE 
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Deſhomais ; but Annette” 8 Aelicacy * would not 
permit her to approve of this. It would hurt 
her, ſhe fays, to give commands to a woman, 
whom the has ſo long obeyed and reſpected as 4 
mother; and ſhe has prevailed upon the marquis 
to determine that Madelon ſhould have nothing 
more to do than to enjoy the rewards of her 
goodneſs. He has leſt to her diſpoſal a little poſ- 
ſeſſion, which will be a decent fortune ſor theſe 
people, and will enable my daughter to ſee 
them often. The nuns of Dieppe, and thoſe, 
particularly, who favoured her eſcape, have 
not been-forgot. Your keeper, too, has been 
remembered — She recollects, with tranſport, 
that this man was the firſt cauſe of her happi- a 
.. neſs, by the care he tobk of her. She has writ- 
ten to him with her own hand, and has ſent 
him a conſiderable ſum of money, together ' 
with a preſent for the countryman who took her 
into his houſe, and another for his charitable 
daughter, who ſaved her from deſpair. The 
recital of theſe circumſtances would be tedious 
enough to any other than -yourſelf, my dear 
marchioneſs; yet I am not afraid of abuſing. 
your patience by minuteneſs. While I have 
been attentive to all the actions of my daughter, | 
that I might learn her diſpoſition, I have diſco- : 
vered, with j Joy, that you have not flattered me. 
; "| nn 
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She is naturally grateful, and has not had the 
| weakneſs to bluſh at the humble and painful cir- 
cumſtances ſhe has gone through, All that I 


have obſerved on this ſubje& has been. entirely 


to my ſatisfaction; , and I ſhould think that 1 
deprived you of ſome pleaſure, if I left you un- 


acquainted with thoſe that I emo: 2 


* 


| Bupplomen to the above letter, ade P more e far- 
ticularly to Lucy, 


YOU aſk me why I leis chere that a pre- 


judice which I acknowledge to be ridiculous, 


ſhould, nevertheleſs, be attended to in a certain 


i degree. The reaſon is, my dear, that the pre- 
judice is, very often, at firſt, nothing elſe but 
the voice of natufe. In proceſs of time it wears 


out of the diſpoſition; nevertheleſs, it is ſtill re- 
ann this requires a further explana- 


tion. 


* AM well convinced that man, when he 
| came from the hand of his Creator, had the 


_ knowledge of truth and goodneſs, Sin depraved 
this knowledge, without being able entirely to 


+, Efface thoſe characters that were engraven by 


the finger of God. A man without motives for 


iki wrong, will think Kn, His natural 
e _ , Kaeas' 
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X idews of truth determine and influence him, un- 
leſs the prevalence of ſome paſſion obliges him 
to do violence to his natural intelligence. It is 


to this natural intelligence that almoſt all pre- 
Judices, owe their origin. This is what Madam 
de Sevigné meant, when, writing to her daugh- 
ter, ſhe ſaid, I ſhall always maintain, though at 
the hazard of being ſloned, that the world is neither 
' fooliſh nor unjuſt. Nevertheleſs, people ſtill 


form their judgments by prejudices Let us ex- 
amine thoſe that are moſt prevalent. 


Fe 15 veferable to Ii ife, Tell me what com- 


pany you keep, and I will tell you what you are. A 


huſband ſhould not be fond of his wife. A kept 


miſtreſs is a character beneath that of another woman 
"whoſe life is, in reſpect of her amours, equally ir- 


regular. Theſe inſtances ſhall ſuffice, my dear, 


and I ſhall prove to you that they are juſt in 
| themſelves, and ought to be conſidered as the 


effect of pure and undepraved nature. 


Lirr is, düsbubtsdiy, a bleſſing, and, as 


ſuch, ought to be preſerved—This was the in- 


tention of him who gave it; but then he gave 
it us for the acquiſition and the practice of 
virtue; and to thoſe who employ 1 it in vice, it 


ceaſes to be a bleſſing. This i is the firſt truth; 
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attend to a ſecond. Man is not only born with 2 
knowledge of truth and virtue, but he is carried, 
by; an irreſiſtable impulſe, to the love and eſteem 
of virtue. In ſpite of himſelf he muſt revere the 
virtuous; and he cannot forbear deſpiſing the 


vicious. From theſe two truths we may con- 
clude that, upon natural principles, a perſon 
that is deſpiſed is vicious, and a perſon that is 
eſteemed is virtuous. Therefore, when we ſay, 
Honour is preferable to life, it is the ſame as to 
ſay, that it were better to die than to be guilty 
of a crime; becauſe that would render us truly 
contemptible, and becauſe life, without this: ge- 


nuine honour, would be a e I do not 


ſay that it is better to die than to be deſpiſed, 
but that it is better to die than to be con- 
temptible. Men, the dupes of error, have got 


over this reſpectable prejudice. Let a man la- 
bour under the contempt of the whole univerſe, 
if he is not vicious, he will ſtill be a man of 
honour. Nevertheleſs, as it is almoſt impoſſible 


that all men ſhould agree to be unjuſt, one may 
preſume that a man who is univerſally deſpiſed 
deſerves the contempt he ſuffers; and he is to 
be pitied, not ſo much on account of the opinion 


men entertain of him, as becauſe he deſerves 


that opinion; and becauſe that men in all ages 


and countries would have had the ſame contempt 
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for him as thoſe among whorh he lives, Let this 


laſt article, my dear, engage your ſtricteſt at 
tention. Amongſt the Egyptians, the Greeks 


and Romans, a robber, a cheat, an unnatural 


ſon, a drunkard, a miſer, were looked upon 
with horrour, and why ? Becauſe theft, impo- 


Pa 


ſition,” want of filial affection, 'drunkenneſs, 


and hardneſs of heart to the poor, are real vices, 
contrary to the nature of man, who was born 
for that ſociety which thoſe vices would deſtroy, | 
They are, therefore, and always have been ge- 
nerally deteſted ; and if one could inftance any 


exceptions to this general horrour, it would be 


eaſy, at the ſame time, to prove, that ſuch ex- 
ceptions are not founded in nature, but in ſome 
particular paſſion. On the other hand, there 


are what might be called the prejudices of the 
age or nation, which are not general, but which 


ought to be looked upon as an abuſe of the ge- 
neral prejudice. . For inſtance, in France, if a 
fool has a mind to inſult me, it is neceſſary I 


| ſhould ſuffer for his raſhneſs, and that, not 


contented with the imaginary wrong his inſult: 
has done me, I ſhould expoſe myſelf to a real 
injury, by ſeeking the hard alternatives of death 
or baniſhment; but thoſe nations that have 
been moſt diſtinguiſhed for their courage have 
2 it no diſhonour to be inſulted; therefore. 
D 6 . - n- 
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© the diſhonour is not real. When Euribyades 
ſhook his ſtaff at Themiſtocles in full council, 


the Athenian, who was the moſt ambitious of 


| mankind, did not think himſelf obliged to afſer 


is honour at the hazard of his wind-pipe, be- 


cauſe he did not think that honour wounded by 


the folly of the Spartan. We find no accounts 


| | of duels amongſt the Egyptians or the Romans. 


True honour does not, therefore, conſiſt in an 
entire exemption from contempt, but in not 


being contemptible in reality, in not doing any 
baſe or fooliſh thing. It is the perſon that in- 
ſults, who ought, in the eye of reaſon, to ſuffer 
the diſgrace, and it is to him that one ſhould 
apply allowable prejudice—lIt is better to part 
With life than honour. In giving a cauſeleſs 
jufult that honour is loſt which is preferable to 
life. Let a man of ſuch a diſpoſition ſeek, if he 

; | pleaſes, one of his own temper, with whom he 
may ſtake lives! There will be little harm in 


that. But let not a man of ſenſe and worth diſ- 
honour himſelf by engaging a fool, or a mad- 
man: it is not his buſineſs to rid ſociety of ſuch 


2 a peſt; it is the office of juſtice. 


Tu HE ſecond prejudice we ought to examine 
zs that of judging of people's manners by their 
connections, and J ſay that this is juſt in gene- 
rr ral. 
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tal. A conformity of taſte and diſpoſitions 
forms our connections and ſupports them. My 
friendſhip with a woman of looſe character is a 


proof that I do not look upon her conduct with 


deteſtation ; and that, of courſe, I ſhall tread 


in her ſteps, whenever I can find an-opportunity 


of doing it conveniently—To this I add, that a 
woman, at a certain time of life, whoſe morals 


have never been ſuſpected, may hazard ſome- 


ting in this reſpect, when ſhe is no longer an 
object of pleaſure and intrigue, and when an 
unexceptionable character ſupported for many 
years has confirmed her in the good opinion of 


the public. People will gueſs at her motives for 


the ſuſpicious connections that ſhe forms, and 


will expect either to ſee her break ſuch con- 


nexions ſoon, or to obſerve their effect in a 
change of manners in the perſon with whom 


ſhe is connected through charity, or through 


zeal. Another prejudice is, that a woman who 


ives herſelf up for intereſt, is leſs excuſable 


than ſhe that falls by weakneſs. There are ſe- 


veral degrees of vice, my dear marchioneſs, and 
the baſeſt of all is, in my opinion, to ſell one's- 
ſelf for a ſhameful convenience of living. She 
who is guilty of this, acts upon cool delibera- 


tion : ſhe bids defiance to the contempt which 


her condudt muſt inſpire ; and prefers an ill- 
ks , bought 
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reaſonable, that ſhe ſhould be treated agreeably 
to her choice, and that ſhe ſhould be baniſhed 
from that ſociety whoſe good opinion ſhe holds 
ſo cheap. On the other hand, it is ſuppoſed 
that a woman, who would have been aſhamed 
to ſell herſelf; has been drawn by the prevalence 6 
of ſome paſſion: if her firſt fall excites com- 


paſſion, on account of the ſuppoſed coldneſs of 
an huſband, the ſeduction of opportunity, and 


a thouſand other pretexts that palliate her fault, 


the reſt are forgiven on account of that habit 
wvdhich is become a ſecond nature. Do not think, 


however, that I am of the ſame opinion. It is 


true, I have ſome compaſſion for a woman who 
has fallen by the violence of her paſſons—But 


then ſhe. can only be pitied once Repeated 
failings indicate a depraved heart. Nevertheleſs, 


as in the world avarice is a paſſion generally ex- 


claimed againſt, as tending more immediately 
to the diſadvantage of ſociety than irregularity 
of life, the latter is. more. readily excuſed than 

Julius 
Cæſar and Henry the Fourth had great failings, 
and the licentiouſneſs of their lives did not even 
admit of a diſpute; nevertheleſs, as they were 


the former. To give you an inſtance 


liberal, generous, and kind friends, we give 
n the ee to a a Cato and a Lewis the 
Or: EFEleventh. 
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Elevdnthio: In the eye of the . Being | 
whatever is vice is vice, In the eyes of men, 
ſuch as can only be a detriment to thoſe who 


are guilty, are generally pardoned, I acknow- 


ledge that it is often of bad conſequence to fol- 
low this rule, and you have given me an ex- 


ample. It was not avarice that ſeduced your 


miſs Lemeri, but gratitude to her benefaQtor.z, 
and I am ſatisfied that he would not be leſs dear- 
to her, were he now to loſe his whole fortune, 


and to become incapable of ſupporting her. 


Theſe motives are not conſidered : ſhe is num- 


bered with the venal proſtitutes, and treated as- 
ſuch, But the grand evil does not lie-here. 


The contempt with which ſhe is received may 


be preparative to a remedy, and may ſerve to 


keep thoſe on the brink of the precipice, who 


. might have been tempted to follow her example, 


at leaſt if they have the ſmalleſt ſhadow of honour- 
remaining. This prejudice, therefore, has a. 


good principle: and I might fay the ſame for 


that ridicule which follows conjugal love, It is 
proper that a huſband ſbould be the lover of his. 


wife, but appear only to be her friend. Polite- 


neſs requires this. I have often, been diſpleaſed 


at the behaviour of ſome new-married people, | 


who could not be a quarter of an hour without 
fooling, and 9 thoſe that were in their 
company 
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| company by the moſt fulſome freedoms. I am 
convinced it was this exceſs which was at firſt 


turned into ridicule, and which very well de- 


"ſerved it: I believe, at the fame time, that no- 
thing, even now, but thoſe external fondneſſes 
is ſeriouſly condemned: if it is carried further, 
it is merely for the pleaſantry of ſome idle rail- 


lery ; and, indeed, libertines themſelves eſteem 


Y man who has a reſpect for his wife Reſpect 
that is always accompanied by attachment, of 
. which it is the moſt certain proof. 


Sven, madam, is the reaſon why I erde 


that we ſhould not always endeavour to get over 


prejudices ; ; which, for the moſt part, are juſt. 


It is only neceſſary to rectify them. I have 


yet an important ſubject to handle, and I muſt 


- own I tremble when J think of the mortal blow 


I ſhall give to your happineſs ; yet I could riot 


be ſilent without wounding the friendſhip and 
the gratitude I owe to your huſband. What I 
have tb tell you, however, may prove without 
foundation, and your fears may produce an ef- 


fect very different from trouble and mortifica- 
tion. You doubt the religion of your huſband; 

you tremble leſt he ſhould have given into the 
infatuation of the modern choice ſpirits, and 


your only conſolation | is in his obſervance of 
: certain 
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certain duties which imply a probability of his 


faith — This teſtimony, my dear friend, is very 


equivocal, and one of the firſt principles of a 


Deiſt is to conform to the external ceremonies 
of worſhip for the ſake of ſociety. Thoſe people, 


who look upon -revelation as a fable, believe it 
to be of uſe to the greater part of mankind, who 
are incapable of conducting themſelves merely 


by motives of honour, and they are willing to 
leave them in an errour which is productive of 
moral advantages. Heaven forbid that I ſhould 


' reckon our dear marquis amongſt the Deiſts 
Such a ſuſpicion would coſt me too dear. I 


only ſay that if. thoſe you have conceived on 


this account had any foundation, you ought not 


to reſt in a vain confidence, but to do every thing 
to have your convictions clear, provided that 
you conduct your zeal with prudence, and lay 
hold of the moſt favourable moments. If, by 
ill fortune, your fears ſhould be juſtified (for it 
is proper to put things at the worſt) beware, 


above all things, of chagrin and dejection; they 
would deprive you of that coolneſs neceſſary to 
take ſuch meaſures as might be proper on the 


occaſion. You fhould perſwade yourſelf, my 
dear, that one of the greateſt proofs God has 
given of his goodneſs to your huſband would be 


the difcoyery of your unhappy condition. Ir- 
religion 
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religion has its ſource in immorality. The con- 
duct of the marquis is ſuch that he can have no 
intereſt in his incredulity: there the greateſt l 
difficulty i is got over, and I am well. convinced 
that ardent prayers, much patience and addreſs, 
would prevail to bring him back to Chriſtianity. 
If ever I had need of employing that influence 
which you aſſure me I have over you, I am ſen- 
ſible that it muſt be on this occaſion. Yes, my 
dear friend, I ſhall judge of your friendſhip for 
me, by the bounds you ſhall ſet to your grief, 
if your conjectures ſhould be verified. Yet more, 
| the ſacrifice you will make to the Supreme Being, 
will prove the beſt means of engaging his favour 
in behalf of this dear huſband, Can you, with 
ſuch hopes, be dejected? -- 
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LUCY TO EMERANCE. 


1 SE the ſame precaution, my dear friend, 
and in the ſequel to this letter you will 
find what you may ſhew to your whole family; 

what I here write is only for your own eye. 
The painful conviction I have acquired of the 
unhappy fituation of my huſband, was com- 
. pleted before your letter arrived to ſtrengthen 

my ſuſpicions, and I will confeſs that I did 
not eſcape that chagrin and dejection of which 
you expreſs your apprehenfions. Nevertheleſs,” 
I do not think that I have to reproach my- 

ſelf with imprudence. You ſhall judge, and, 
if you pleaſe, point out to me the conduct 1 
ought to obſerve on ſo delicate an occaſion, I 
told you in one of my letters, that I intended 
to contract an intimate acquaintance with miſs 

Lemeri's lover. I found nothing more eaſy; 
and that amiable count acknowledged that hi 
eſteem for me would have induced him to be 
the firſt in the offer of friendſhip, if he could 

have preſumed to take the liberty. I did not 

long forbear to tell him my motives, and J 


found a very natural occaſion in a walk where 
We 
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ve met this lady. I was liberal 3 in her raiſes, 
in encomiums on her gracefulneſs and modeſt 
deportment, and added that I could not, with- 
out the utmoſt indignation, give ear to thoſe, 
who would have perſwaded me that this woman 
was in keeping: it is a thing impoſſible, ſaid I; 
a life of guilt wears not ſo eaſy, ſo chaſte an aſ- 
pect ; and I almoſt aſſured them that this charm- 
ing woman was chargeable with nothing more 
than imprudence. The count bluſhed extremely, 
and when I had done ſpeaking, he made me this 
anſwer—A woman like you, my fairmarchioneſs, 
ought to be a ſtranger to artifice ; own, ingenu- . 
ouſly, then, whether you have not been in- 
formed who is the reputed lover of this very 
amiable girl. I bluſhed in my turn, and an- 
ſwered, ſince you will have it that I ſhould fpeak 
ſincerely on this occaſion, I will confeſs that 
there is nothing in this affair unknown to me ; 
I will carry my frankneſs till farther Though 
you are poſſeſſed of ſuch qualities as muſt make _ 
all that know you with for your friendſhip, it 
yas, merely, my concern for this unfortunate 
girl, which made me ſtudious to cultivate an 
acquaintance which, I hoped, might, in the 
effect, prove of ſervice to her. Ah count! 
ho could you reduce a woman that might have 
. an ornament and a pleaſure to ſociety— 
— 
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| How. could. you,, count, reduce her to ſhame 


and ſolitude ? And permit me to ſay, too, that : 


her baniſhment is juſt, Your frankneſs, re- 
plied . the count, occaſions. mine. I know that 
in vulgar! eyes my connection with miſs-Lemeri 
has ſomething reprehenſible in it. But a woman 
like you, madam, ought: to be above prejudice : 
and nothing but that is wounded by our conduct 
— love, I reſpe& miſs Lemeri as much as if 
ſhe were my wife, and many huſbands: would 
think themſelves very unfortunate to be as faith- 
ful to, their wives as I am to her, without any 
conſtraint, and purely from the inclination of 
our hearts. I own that this wretched prejudice' 
has baniſhed;her from: the ſociety. of the women; 
but what does ſhe loſe by it? Noiſy imperti- 


nence, and ſure diſguſt. A woman of her diſ- 


poſition is happy to be free from the mortifica- 
tion. She has a little circle of friends about 

her that amply: indemnifies her for loſing the 
converſation of the jealous, the impertinent, and 
the vain, I muſt own, that if there were many 
women like you, ſhe would ſuffer infinitely by 
being deprived of their ſociety. She never was 
ſenſible of the inconvenience of not being gene- 
rally received, till ſhe had the honour of know- 
ing you from my deſcriptions. And do you 


eſteem as notaing 1 the crime into which you have 
urged - 


70 1 * 1 5 


urged her, ſaid I, without attending to his com- 
pliment: what, do you think, muſt be the con- 


ſequences in a future ſtate? Can you think, 


without horrour, that you muſt be. her aſſociate 


in eternal miſery ? The count only replied to 
this with a ſmile, — But afterwards, ſaid he, 


fence we are very ſerious and ſincere, I cannot 
diſſemble my ſentiments—You have too good 
an underſtanding to believe what you ſay to me 


on that ſubject, and I ſhould never forgive the 
marquis if he has not yet cured you of the 

errours of childhood. What horrour-! my dear 
friend, my hairs ſtood up on my head at this 
diſcourſe, yet I had power to conceal the agita- 
tions of my mind, and to fay to the count with 


an air of calmneſs, But, ſir, do you think the 
marquis ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in your principles, 


that he ſhould he incapable of changing them? 


Such a change would ſurpriſe me, ſaid this man, 


(with an air of aſſurance, which would have 


made me angry in good earneſt, if I had not 


done the greateſt violence to myſelf) the mar- 


quis is not yet come to thoſe years when people 
relapſe into a ſtate of childhood, and, unleſs 


that ſhould be the caſe, I cannot ſee why one 
_ ſhould fear a bee "aun would Ig his 
a 
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WovurD not one have thought, madam, 
from the air of aſſurance with which this im- 
pious man expreſſed himſelf, that his irreligion 
Was founded on proofs that were inconteſtible? 
Certainly I had reaſon to fear that it was ſa, 
and that, of conſequence, I was taking raſh 
meaſures. You know that I have never yet pre- 
tended to the title of a ſcholar, or a theologian, . 
I never entertained any doubt as to my reli- 
gion, conſequently I had not the leaſt idea either 
of the objections that might be brought againſt 
our faith, or of the arguments whereby it might 
be defended. But the Divine Being inſpired 
me with a thought that emboldened me. Chriſti- 
anity is not merely for the learned, but for 
all mankind without exception. The ſimple, 
and the ignorant are bound to believe; there- 
fore the grounds of their faith ſhould be obvious. 
Encouraged by this thought, I entered the liſts 
with the count, How frivolous, madam, did I 
find his objeCtions ! How eaſy to be refuted ! I 
can never be vain of the victory I. obtained 
Nothing more was neceſſary than the light of 
common ſenſe to reduce to nothing thoſe ar- 
guments which he thought victorious and un- 
anſwerable. I found that he was ſtaggered, but 


| was unable to determine in what reſpe& my ar- 


guments had made an impreſſion on him, and 
8 . he 
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he left me without being willing to eaunſoſs that 
he had the ſlighteſt inclination to change his 


principles. I had inſiſted much upon one r . 


which was very ſimple. Suppoſing, ſaid I, that 
an infidel has as much reaſon to doubt, as a 


Chriſtian to believe, I would be a Chriſtian 
upon the principles of common ſenſe: for to 
what riſque would ſuch a conduct expoſe me? 
Religion, if it had no foundation, would be a 
comfortable errour, which would ſupport me 
under circumſtances of diſtreſs, and would de- 
prive death of its horrours by the hope of a hap- 
pier exiſtence. But if an impious man is miſ- 
taken, what a riſque does he run? and how _ 
dreadfully muſt he be deceived? 


- I nave diſtinguiſhed this proof from a num 
ber of others, becauſe it is this which has ef- 
fected the happy change I ſpeak of, and which 
ſeems to pteſage that of my huſband; The 
count came to me the morning aſter, and con- 
feſſed that he had not been able to ſleep a mo- 
ment. I had forgot to tell you that the marquis 
was at Verſailles for three days My proſelyte 
agreed with me that it was neceſſary for him to 
conceal our converſation and its happy effects. 
He had ſome doubts remaining which I was in- 
capable of clearing up; I, therefore, recom- 
2 „ mended 
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| mended him to a — doctor of 
the Sorbonne for that purpoſe, Wo ſent Him 
back to me in the evening perfe@ly convinced. 
This new Chriſtian takes upon him to bring over 


my huſband to more reaſonable principles, and 
s of opinion that I ought to appear ignorant of 


his ever having entertained any other. I expect 
vour advice in this affair, and demand your 
prayers. All the pious ſouls I know in Paris 
ſhall join in petitions to the Supreme Being 
that he would give the marquis a flexible and 
docible heart. I ſhould never be able to ſurvive 


his obſtinacy, were he voluntarily to ſhut his 


eyes againſt the light; and I confeſs to you that 
it coſts me not a little to conceal that unabating 


anxiety which theſe circumſtances occaſion— He 


is arriwed, „and aſks me if I have written to you 


I have excuſed myſelf upon different pre- 
tences, and have promiſed to do it to-morrow in 
the morning. The count, who was preſent, 


invited him to make uſe of the time I ſhould 
be employed in examining ſome improvements 


he is making at a houſe he has at St. Cloud, 


and he will take the opportunity of this excur- 
ſion to lay the firſt foundations of that con- 
verſion which is the ſole object of my deſires. 


J know not how I ſhall acquit 1 of the, 
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madam, you need not place to your 
own account the reception that St. Far 
has: met with here. For, as you very. juſtly 
obſerve i in your letter, he is one of thoſe whom 
one would receive with pleaſure, merely from 


the love and eſteem to which his own merit en- 


titles him. Two days ago he put into my hands 


the large packet. with which you affected to 
frighten us, and which I have read with the 


greateſt pleaſure imaginable. {The wit and ſenſe 
of your charming daughter afford no leſs pleaſure 


| when they are read than when they are heard. 
Her huſband expreſſes himſelf with a noble dig- 


nity and eaſe, but his ſtile is not comparable 
to that of Annette. Her expreſſions, methinks, 


give one a perfect image of gne's mind But 


whatever pleaſure theſe letters may have afforded 


me, they throw me into the greateſt embarraſſ- 
ment, for they muſt be anſwered ; and how ſhall * 
| T'venture to anſwer them? I have never once 
thought of compoſing a letter; thoſe J have had 


the honour of writin g to you coſt me neither 


labour nor reflection —1 did not think that I was 


E 2 writing; 
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writing; 1 1 v2 8 | to you, and you had 

| my thoughts, freſh as they accurred—lt ; is SG 

to ſpeak to one's friend—But i it is no matter—I | 

will voluntarily expoſe myſelf tc to the | ril; after 
having written my letters, 'I will cal them, | 
- without a peruſal, for fear ſhould be 2 

to throw them into the fire, and I will depend 

upon, you to procure me that indulgence which 


1 hal undoubtedly hand in nerd of. ISHS 


Ke not aka that 1 mould think you dallas 

in the minuteſt details of what may concern you 

— The very ſuppoſition would hurt me. Be aſ- 

| ſured, in particular, that I ſhall always hear 
with joy whatever relates to. your charming 
daughter. Nothing on her part can ſupriſe me 
Her mind is adapted to the great, the elegant, 
the, heroic. That attention to, indulge the in- 
clinations of a grateful heart, at a time when 
the heart itſelf might ſeem to be intoxicated 
With it's happineſs, is, perhaps, the moſt in- 
conteſtible proof of the extraordinary excellence 

of her genius and diſpoſition. This noble en- 
comium may be paſſed upon her, that ſhe is 

, poſſeſſed of the greateſt good fortune, and does 
not allow herſelf time to enjoy it without em- 
EP municating it to others. L muſt do her the juſtice 
>... own, that ſhe was formerly noleſs ſuperior-to | 
. 4 4 | he 
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ax ale. chen ng is nom to her proſpe · 
„ Ield you chis at a time when my teſti- 


Nee not be ſuſpected, becauſe it was · im- 


poſſible I ſhould foreſee. the intereſt you would 


have in it. Mr. de Villeneuve writes. to the 
marquis. de Sainville to thank him for his moſt 


agreeable preſent. This picture 
thoſo that are fo dear- to us, will divert the 


aſſemblage of 


anxiety which their abſence occafions —Nothing 
more. intereſting than the figure of Mr. Deſho- 

mais l The reſemblance that Annette bears to 
her father is ſo ſtriking, that I ſhould undoubt- 


diy know him, were he, by ſome miracle, to 
appear before me; miracle, I ſay; and yet I 


do not think ĩt hy any means impoſſible. You 


told me ſome time ago, that his filence con- 
firmed his death; but I am far from drawing 
© the ſame concluſion from it. The young mar- 


quis, as well as yourſelf, attributed the violence 


you ſuffered to his father. That is a concluſive 
reaſon for his ſilence. What could he have to 

. hope from a father whom. he ſuppoſed to be ca- 
pable of treating you in ſo barbarous a manner ? 
Ion, ät the ſame time, that there were in 
Europe objects of power fu cient to recall him. 


Perhaps he may have returned, but, by changing 


his name, has diſenabled you to find him out. 
$ Awe is ne doubt that lie. has the Tame ſuppo- 
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er to himſelf. He: believes that you are n 
more: upon that concluſion, every thing is be- 
come indifferent to him. While J write this, I 


e ee for cheriſhing your hopes, which 


| way only bend un eee freſh, mite. Yor 
| cannot forbear indulging my preſentiments. You 


know, my dear, they were very lively.on the 
ſubje& of that good fortune which has befallen 
you——Wherefore ſhould: they be more difficult 
to verify than they have hitherto been? I cannot 
expreſs to you how very ſtriking they are. In 
_ the ftreets, in the public walks, in the churches; 
T examine, with curioſity, the numbers that are 
unknown to me, to ſee whether 1 cannot meet 
with ſome face that anſwers the picture i in my 
mind. 1 know that many perſons look upon 
reſemi nent as chimerical; but I cannot be of 
their opinion. Mine never have deceived me. 
I conſider them as a token of the merciful care 
of that ProvIDENCE; who intends them either 
25 reſouree againſt thoſe evils which they may 
enable us to prevent, or as a conſolation; in the 
expectation: of thoſe bleſſings which he deſigns 
to confer upon us. In a word, if -it be a chi- 
mera, it is my own: I loye it, and it would be 
with the utmoſt difficulty I could give it up. 
TG amen and infipid. people are come 
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in; I Huff tay by my 1020 and, What is worſe * 
I mall not find a moment during the whole day 
to take it up again. How very dilagreeable! 
Muſt I be obliged to do penance, becauſe theſe 
trifling people have nothing to do but interrupt 
me, who carry their impertinence from door to 
door, ee ben ee ee 
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"My baba! is tültz penſi ve and melan- : 


3 Ccholy. Tune count found an opportunity to tell 
1 me that he had great hopes of ſucceeding in his 
undertaking, but that nothing was to be done 
| too haſtily. The marquis invited our friends to 
ſiup with us, that they might be entertained with 
| a ſight of the picture, and informed of what you 

haye permitted us to diſcover.” The picture is 
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put up in a large hall, where T waited to receite 
them; and as ſoon as they perceived it in the 


T paſſage, they cried out in aſtoniſument, and re- 
mained motionleſs at the door. They knety 


— 5 — 


the beautiful Mary at che fiſt glance, and could 
8 not comprehend why that ainjable girl — — 


have a place in the picture. Judge of their | 
priſe,” their joy and wonder, when I told med 


who ſhe was The intereſt they take in every 


thing that concerns you is ſtill the fame; and 
©" rheir ſenſidility has not been loſt in their diflipa2' 

buon. St. Far fupped With" us, and the whole 
| | 5 4 company 
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but ſighs eſcaped him notwithſtan. 
vour to ſuppreſs them. Le had luden ablences, : 


Kind. J am a ſtranger to the paſſions z therefore, 
can only judge as a blind man does of colours: 
nevertheleſs, methinks, I would rather wiſn my 


or Annette continues with equal force. He | 
obliged, himſelf to enter into the ee 


at which he would afterwards bluſn. I perecive 


that he wants to open his heart to me on that 
ſudject, and I ſhall give him an qpportunity. 


It is only from conjecture that I know the. Rate 


of his mind, and yet I think I may conelude 
tat he has great need of a confidante—He may 
juſtly ſay with you, that a ſenſible heart is a 
katal gift: if bis be as conf 


ſtant as it appears to 
be tender, I know no creatij xe ſo pitiable as 
hindfelk. .. Our friends have invited him to ſee 

ally; and if they can ſucceed to 


draw 7 crowds it may be ſome diverſion 


to. his painful reflections. Yet I know not 
whether, one ſhould wiſh him a remedy of this 


friend to have ſome violent paſſion, than that 
trifling diſpoſition which leads from object to 


| 6bjeR without fixing, upon any. I beg of you 
to explain my thoughts for me; I ſee that Ie 


preſs. therp, v ery th, becauſe I perceive them i in a 


| confuſed 
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run from place to place, ſren, and heard. - π bat? 
I ſhould have ſomething to do to recollect thoke . 
2 have neither oonſiſteney nor eonnee- 
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times drawn into them, in ſpute of my precau- 


uuns, and reduced 40 ſuch a condition that I 
-can hardly recollect myſelf I am noty in one 


of thoſe moments. For theſe two days have I 


* been unable to ſnatch more than an hour or two 


to write, and I can give no ſatis factory account 
to myfelf af the time that I have ſo ill employed. 
I have ſeen thirty perſons. for whom I ever 


cated, and who never cared: for me. Our dife. 


courſe turned upon thoſe grave nothings, which 
ia chis place, are of the laſt importance; 2 


They vaniſh, and leave nothing behind 


: vena huthoguer:anmd, abſolute vacuity of mind. 
| Vet ſuch are the circumſtances in which life 
paſſes away, and which are called polite amuſe- 


ments and engagemenits, ' I figh the moment 


after I have efcaped from them I apprehend 


that this Kind of life, diſagreeable at firſt, may 
become habitual, and 1 think I perceive the 


reaſon of it. Abſolute ſolitude is not the natural 
Nate of man. He cannot ſeparate himſelf from 
ſociety, without finding a fubſtitute in ſome 


5 eren employment. The want of external 


E 5 company 
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- ould forſalke;» for ever, a place-yhere'one-car- 
not live ſor one's ſelf. My huſband,” though he 
ons it is diſagreeable to ſubmit perpetually to 


know in what it conſiſts. ——— 
heart diſtinguiſhed for tenderneſs and conſtaney, 
E kunnot forbear to give you the hiſtory of ene 


hing that i —— bl -their heads : 
with the vanities of intrigue, and trivial amuſe- | 


ment? The mind, upon removing from that 


ſoeene of confuſion in which it has been violently 
Amitated, finding no reſources of agreeable em- 


-ployment within itſelf, endeavours to ſave itſelf 


f Fromidiſcontent by fatigue and ſtupefaction . By : 
degrees a habit is formed, and it becomes a chain 


ity 
. 


ich nothing can break. Were I m 1 


the tyranny of cuſtom, yet maintains that it is 


F | 179g give into it: and eee e ee 


— . A quiet 


liſe, he pretends that I can do nothing better 
than mortify my own inclination every hour in 


the day. This, poſſibly, may be the conſequence 


of his way of thinking; let me know yours, 
madam{ Methinks, I would not 2 
but do the greateſt good The diffi 


Mr. de 2 — 8 . who is rector 
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an idea of ſome poor creature whom his family 


che limplieity of manners and a ap e 


Some uffüirb ef rs: — brought 


Him hither, he took up his lodging with the 


marquis; as uſual.” A country- parſon gave me 


een to remain in obſcurity, becauſe it was 


worthy paſtor was not calculated to make me 
Jook upon him in any more advantageous light. 
Judge'of my ſurpriſe : this honeſt eccleſtaſtic is 


a man of the firſt merit, who preferred his pre- 


- Jane: unknown retreat to the moſt brilliant ap- 


Pointments, which had been frequently offered 
him. As the marquis obſerved that I too _ 


Particular pleaſure in the company of our gueſt, 


he deſired him to relate to me the extraordinary 


manner in which he was called to ee 
nen as follows: i £) 

* s e i 4 eiots | | x08 
me Mr father was en to the marquis de VIE 
leneuve, and I his only ſon; as his eſtate was 
no more than ten thouſand livres à year, lie 
thought very wiſely, that his income, which 


would enable him to live with dignity in the 
2 not permit him to keep up in 


Paris an appearance ſuitable to his rank. He, 
— reſided entirely on an eſtate near the 


* — 2 1 pariſh. 
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Bon of arms, -for which my father intended me, | 
and which, at the age of fifteen, -I. embraced. 


I followed my regiment to. ſeveral of the 'fron- 
. +tier+towns without any extraordinary accident. 
At was at Metz the event happened which deter- 
mined the condition of my life. I was. about 
twenty when I arrived at this town; and I was 
preſented, according to cuſtom, to all the beſt 
families, by a brother officer, who had arrived 

eight days before me, and had already been in- 
troduced. I knew not till then that I had a 
heart ſuſceptihle of extreme tenderneſs, and in 


_ the regiment I was called the Inſenſble. As 


there was at that time a number of fine girls 
amongſt the inhabitants of Meta, it was matter 
- 1 of curioſity to my acquaintance what impreſſion 

© they would make upon me. I ſaw them with 
the ſame pleaſure that the fight of ſo many 
ne pictures would have given me, while my 
Heart was perfectly unaffected, though they did 


not ſpare the artillery of their little arts, plainly 


Re The laſt houſe 
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| the wes-ant waakthyy) and: ——— 
_  linthe/for his wife, and her only daughter; They 
e ehedem; they had left, and both 

eee neo ſubfiſted on an income of 
2 a. year They were generally re- 
ſpected, as virtuous women, in a town where 
ey of their fex aſpired to the fame advantage: 


rand they right be indebted for their reputa- 


conduct 1 h 
miſs De Banne, who was then thirty, had not 
been handſome even at eighteen ; not that there 
was any thing of deformity about her; en the 


contrary, ſhe had a good complexion, and an 
agreeable countenance. But whatever might be 
ber perſonal qualities, of which I never yaszthe 
Eknight- defender, I found a certain ſomething in 
ber hat touched me, and made me ſenſible of a 
ee I bad never known for any other 
| - that In one word, I loved, or rather 


- Her converſation was perfectly ſuited 


adored, her with duch a paſſion, that I had no 


2 wn W 
being 
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| 0 — them, aihs — arr 
ite and aſked me, ſmiling, if I had forgot 

that ſhe was almoſt old enough to be my m ther 
: this juſti neee as much 


upon as ridiculous, eee had vainly done to 
inſpire me with. love. She was touched with 
my perſeverance, and I ſucceeded ſo far as to 
| perſwade her that my father's affection for me 
[i was ſuch, that he could not bear to expoſe me 
Wee I muſt r he 
| woman. in the averted! that could; choked me-happy 
particularly as her birth was equal to my own. 
Tlefther, full of this hope, which was cruelly | 
diſappointed My father was inexorable; and 
not knowing how to.. retaliate his ſeverity, I 

threw myſelf into a ſeminary, and threatened to 
commence prieſt. He looked upon this as an 
awhile, being determined to conſent to my mas- 
riage, if he ſaw me ready to enter into ordem. 
I was reſolved, though not ſenſible of any call, 
.and had not once reflected on the crime I ſhould 
be guilty of, if I entered into ſuch an holy ſtate 
with, ſuch whole Watines. 1 had but one month 
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e Kom dme + ee vb vhen he was 
ſeized with a 2 o — 
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ted: to — dow ' culpahle* he 

would b e refuſed his conſent to 4 ir- 
e, blech bs no way di roportionable ex- 
cept: in point of circumſtances (for Thad not 
— of the lady) he left me at the 
2 ne His fortune, his blefling, and his con- 
ſent. "The grief I ſhould" have felt for the lofs 
6 my facher, was not a little alleviated by the 
intelligence of his laſt diſpoſitions. © Never Had 
miſs De Banne been fo deat to me, had; 1 wrote 
to her immediately a very tender letter, in which, 
having informed her that J was at liberty, I 
; only required the time neceſſary to regulate my 
affairs, and take poſſeſſion of my fortune, which 
I valued no otherwiſe than as J could lay it at 
her feet. After having diſpatehed this letter, I 
waited on the ſuperior of the houſe into which 1 
had entered, and told him, that the only motive 
which had indueed me to embrace the eccleſiaſtic 
life, being now no more, I was preparing to 
return into the world. As he was a man ef 
great piety, he trembled at the danger in which 
he had been of — to the altar a wel 
TT - 'fo 
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— ſeveral hours, Leafs, up to read, and 


| Hinze; could I then refuſe to do it abſolutely? 
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| beings, / che uncertainty of death, and the hap- 
-Pinels. of an- excluſive devotion to the. Divine 


. I would have ſacrificed my life to re- 


This conſideration ſtaggered me for ſome time 


But he who made me hear his voice, encog- 
place, in which I had proſtrated myſelf, till 1 
Scaree had I pronounced this vow, when it Ap- 

peared to me a crime. Was I not engaged to 

miſs De Banne? I had renewed my vows to her 
Imecdiately before; how, then, in contenipt 


eee ſo ſolamn, could I nn. 
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tell by a promiſe ſo is ve 
in ſuch agonies, that, funable. 29 re cheats 
I Knocked at the ſuperior's door to implare his 
aſſiſtance He was ſurpriaed that I howld-yidas | 
X bignar ſuch an hourz:as well as at the 


Vit; and being too prudent te 


5 ee any thing in haſte, in an affair which 


required the matureſt deliberation, he contented 
himſelf with diſpoſing me to ſubmit entirely to 


the vill of God, however he might be plaaſed - | 


to determine my lot. The ſtrong impulſe I 
now felt to enter into the church, increaſing - 
every day, I wrote to miſs De Banne, and con- 


jured her to give me back my promiſe, as I could 


not fulfill it without being diſobedient to the 


divine voice She had too much religion to diſ- 
pute for me with ſuch a rival, and permitted me 


to follow my call. From the moment I found 
myſelf at liberty, J have not once revolted to 
the world; and by the divine favour I have, for 


theſe twenty years, been more pac more Attaches 
; to my 1 : | | icy 
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AN Dy + for my own part, n while 1 2 
tend to this narrative, I ſubmit ſtill more cor- 
dially to that Providence, who knows what will 


moſt effectually conduct us to our eternal hap- 
: . paſt ſufferings were the effect of 
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n productive 
of the moſt heroic virtues: I cannot but think {| 
too, that God had an eye to me in his diſpenſa- 
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4 ou are liberal, my ee in 
your ſuppoſition, that 1 have made uſe of 
my misfortunes to acquire that perfection which 
is ſtill no more than the object of my wiſbes. By 5 
this generous way of thinking you ſhew your cha 
rity for your neighbour,. while I cannot by any 
means: appropriate the high idea you have'of me, 
and of the counſels I have given you: obſerve 
their inefficacy with regard to your two compa- 5 
nions, and be aſſured that, with reſpect to yourſelf, 
you ought to aſcribe every thing to God. In 
one word, this is the laſt time I ſhall ever anſwer 
what you may be pleaſed to ſay in the compli- 
mentary ſtyle; and if T have any influence with 
you, this ſhall be the laſt time you ſhall ſpeak to 
me in that ftrain; in general, my dear friend, T am 
| of opinion that one ſhould avoid addrefling praiſe 
to any perſon, whether it may be deſervedy or not. 
In the firſt caſe you embarraſs thoſe you ſo addreſs, 
and they know not-what to anſwer to your ex- 
aggerations To reject the incenſe ſeems an in- 
vitation to redouble it To make no anſwer has 
; the e nd acquisſoing in it—You ſee, 
- 69945 therefore, 
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„ Mint. you ns a BEG of merit to 
difagreeable. circumſtances. \.. And if, on the 
other hand, the ſubject * your ae, does 
not deſerve them, you run e adding 
vanity to Weiknels. Such an he 0 never 
perceive that you ae mocking him, and bf 
he is ſnuſſing up the dend wall deviſe his n6ſe 
againſt the cenſer, without being ſenſible of the 
blows. he ſhall receive. Let theſe Gn 


. if you pleaſe, once for ain! 3 2100 
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ov alk me which. lll ** „ 
| whether that of the man, who, being taken up 
with. ſome violent paſſion, hardly fees any thing 
that is about him, ot of him, whoſe heart be- 
ing totally unoccupied, ſeełs for amuſement in 
every object before him. Laſſure you that Lam not 
 alitde puzzled what to anſwer you. Both con- 
tions haye their dangers, and it is merely from 
iaſtinct that I ſhould determine in favour of the 
former. It is true chat a great paſſion may bead 
ur $6 great exdeſſes. It is the tyrant and maſter 
of the mind, totally ſabdues it, and changes 
it's pfiaciples: but it may as caſily deſtroy the 
bad, as alter the good. The paſſions have always 
ſome laudable end in che opinion of the perſon 
whois under their inſluener: they propoſe the 

ty af We hh I own they are 
— 1 frequently 
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objects ain moron fs are blind, andit 
is neceffary they ſhould de under 4 proper eon 


duct, which is but tos ſeldom the c. Let 
here are many reſburees for a perſon * 
under the dominion of a violent pafon. 


violence itſelf indicates a great fout roo W- 
making heroic efforts, T he paſſions are worn but . 


and exhauſted by their own foree. The anxie- 
ties they occaſion become diſguſtful- They are 
deadened by time, and extinguiſhed by fatiety: 
—— it is not on a ſudden that any paſſion 
acquires ſuch an influence as apparently renders. 
it invincible. Religion, reaſon, abſence, prudene 
counſel may deſtroy it in the birth, I am ſen- 
 fible that it is a paſſion arrived at its greateſt 
height which is now in the queſtion, and of 
which you would have me ſpeak. It is very 
well z the more powerful it i is, the nearer it ap- 
proaches it's end; for whatever is violent cannot 
laſt long. In ſhort, a ſoul that has great 
paſſions may eaſily turn them towards udable 


objetts. A perſorr that is born with an piring 
ſpirit, who is fond of praiſe and public eſteem, 
has in | himſelf the feeds of ambition. He 
purſues thoſe objects which may lead him to. the N 
; end propoſed, that ts to diſtinction and eſteem. 
At firſt, ad he may conceive that the 
* 
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ſureſt means of. aoquirieg theſe are virtuous 
actions, and, . 
- bition are to.him. the 5 of \many hw 
yirtues,; and a preſervative from many faults. 
A perſon at this moment comes into my mind, 
whom I have known theſe thirty years. Am- 
bition withdrew him from the wild purſuits of 

youth, though he had naturally the ſtrongeſt 
attachments to pleaſures. - The fear of render- 
ing himſelf contemptible made him triumph over 
this attachment. But all the ambitious: have 
not ſuch reſpectable virtues: there are thoſe 
who purſue a ſhadow for a ſubſtance, and falſe 
glory for the true, whoſe ambition is alike de- 
ſtructive to themſelves and to others. Never- 
theleſs from theſe poiſoned, roots often ſpring 
agreeable flowers. The ambitious man, an im- 
placable enemy to every thing that oppoſes 
him, has a pleaſure in protecting, aſſiſting and | 

ſupporting whatever. gives him the- ſuperiority. | 
He is aſhamed of revenge; he has a pleaſure in 5 
pardoning · If Alexander had not been ſome- 
thing more than ambitious, we ſhould never have 
had occaſion to reproach him with the murder 
of Betis, or with that of Clitus. The ſormer 


was a ſacrifice to his anger, the latter a victim 


to his intemperance I am ſenſible that an am 


on MBgdogiact Hop ans orimes, 
; when 
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hen they are neceſſary to his views; bur 1 


would venture to ſay that he who is adtuated | 


= 
* 


merely by that paſſion, commits them wi 
gret, with remorſe ; and that he 1 


to compaſs his ends by laudable means. No 


ſooner are his views gratified, than he returns 
to his natural diſpoſition, and ſtudies to repair 


thoſe evils, which. the perverſity of his eien 5 


ſtances, as it were, obliged him to give into, 
and which he would have ee Hay it bones 
Winne my 


— 


Bur let us ſpeak of the more common paſſion 


of love! For this is St. Far's caſe. Man is born 
with a ſuſceptible heart; that is, with a diſpoſi- 


tion to attach himſelf to whatever he all find 


amiable: this diſpoſition is, in itſelf, excellent, 
provided he do not attribute a real merit to the 
firſt object with which he ſympathizes Let us 


ſuppoſe, however, that he falls into this ſnare: 


his paſſion will ſoon be over, and will reſtore to 
him that coolneſs which is neceſſary for choice, 
ſo much the more effectually, as he will have 


learnt the inconveniencies to which a bad choice 
| - expoſed him. St. Far, you will ſay,: has no | 
ſource, of diſguſt, there is nothing defieient in 


fore, are without a remedy. His condition is,” 
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* ee an evil but ir is, in ſome mea- 


dis aſfections, 2 his apa to. 
bene; ang chat lacie Son is of a delicate na- 
nature. He has alſo the cenfeious pleaſure 
of having ated 'a' virtuous part, and — 41 
ed and pitied by the object of his love 
Lat of all; he has a reſburce in time and Wonen | 
| Which may and will effectually diminiſh the - 
| violence of his paſſion, and leave him at liberty 
to ſeek other engagements. Suck are the reaſons, 
or the pretexts which induce me to prefer the 
fituation of ſuch as are carried away by violent 
paſſions to thoſe whoſe hearts are always vacant 
for "every object that preſents itſelf. Theſe 
reaſons,” poflibly, may be of no great weight; 
F have, naturally, an averſion to a vacant- heart; 
and my decifion has, probably, been diRted 
rather by partiality than by reaſon, - However 
that ay bes the habit of being taken er vi 
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1 W e ccuſtomed to this en never quit it 
"wittiout a miele. Refleion is their only | 
 Temedy, and they dale a Büch verſie te it 
as 47 madm adman has to the water that might cure 
Vn. Beſſdes, the x note empty theit minds: _ 
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the lefy,coumge-they, have, bei e - 


What cquld they ſee there, as you haue juſtiy ob 
Kerved, in your letter.? Miſefable objects! 


are like a man in the middle of. a. vaſt ocean, 
againſt the waves of which he at firſt would: di- 


pute his. v way. He caſts, his eyes around him, 
and ſeized, with terror at the immenſe waſte 


over which he muſt. paſs, deſpairs of his ſaſety, 
and to ſhorten his anguiſnh, plunges into the 
deep. My compariſon may not be much bet 


ter than my deciſion—1 am difſident of it, and 


will not reſume; it, leſt, I, ſhould be temnated 


to efface it: L will leave that to you, and make 


uſe of your apology, that I underſtand my mean 
ing better than I; expreſs it. Under fayour of 
the marquis, for whoſe underſtanding L haye- the. 


greateſt reſpect, the cuſtom; of .acrificing one's 
time ought to be more ſtrictly limited than he 


allows it to be. We owe ſomething to ſociety, 


but more to ourſelyes; ; a few hours to folly, and 


the reſt to reaſon... Such is my laſt deciſion; 
and have you not ritten to me that it was his? 
Wherefore has he changed his ſentiments 21 
ſuſpect the reaſon—He is is afraid the world ſhould 


place that philoſophy of yourg,, which theyzcall 
2 miſanthropy, to his Kecount. They would give 


him the honour of what i is the effect of your 


reaſon, and it is an honour he would willingly 
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en. Such are the effects of friendſhip—He is 


bis indulgence r I have 


welcome, notwithſtanding, to make reprifals, to 
revenge himſelf for my impertinent . 
by telling me of that multitude of faults of 


which he cannot be ignorant, #, for my oY 
and for his ſatisfaction you will give him an 


| account of them. I have one at prefent, which 


you do not know; and that is the avidity with 
which I enjoy my good fortune. This con- 
4itian is fo ſtrange to me that I know not how 
to treat it with moderation. T regret che mo- 


ments as they paſs, as if they had never been 
employed in taſting the bleflings I poſſeſs: E 
Aare a kind of avarice of the preſent moment, 
wehich,. therefore, I think too ſhort; I draw 


upon the future for further ſutisfaction, and the 


pleaſures that I promiſe myſelf loſe - nothing of 
their value by anticipation» Too truly you told 
me, that it. requires greater fortitude. to bear 


pleaſure than pain, and I'was a much better. 
philoſopher the laſt year, than I am the preſent. 
Was would be che caſe, were your prſentimente | 
verified 7 I ſhould dia of joy; my heart, me- 


_ thinks, coul# not ſupport:more—As to the reft, 


my dear friend, if you would cure yourſelf of 


I 2 N of your 2*efentiments, you muff N 
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wot! ab to me; you hi hardly believe how, - 
much I reſpect them, eſpecially ſinde 1 haue ml 
/ +Seard'a man of diſtinguiſhed parts treat that. 

LubjeRt T6 admirably. You think, perhaps; that 

I am about to repeat the excellent things he faid; - 

I could will to do it; but, indeed, that is above 

my capacity; it was juſt ſufficient to compre- 

hend them, but by no means to repeat them. 
Dae you ſhall have all I can remember. +4 


HE obſerved, that there was an Amoſt infinite 
gradation of different intelligences, which form 
the medium betwixt the Creator, and the . 
ture, called Man: that, by the miniſtry of theſe "<Y 
miſſionary beings, the continual commerce bes = 
tween God and man is ſuſtained. . 
Jacob's ladder, by which angels aſcend” and | 
deſcend continually. Men carried away by « ex 
ternal objects are not ſufficiently attentive to this 
commerce, and that is the reaſon why many de 
not perceive theſe preſentiments, which are of 
fered to all. This man would tell you, mote. 
over, that he is perſuaded ſpifitual ſubRances. 
have à manner of expreffing themſelves, 2 5 
= language much more perfect thay outs, . 1 
never entertained any doubt with'r rd EE. 1 
ſtarices purely ſpiritual; they miuſt certainly reainly un 
Lerkkand bach other: bat this ü EY 
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tends "AR 2 cies to our "00S while they, 


ae impriſoned in the body, In proportion as 
they difengage 1 themſelves from ſenſe by the ſtudy . 

| of wiſdom, they are more capable of that intel- 
| lectual commerce, which ſome have entertained; 


for inftance, Socrates. II this, my dear mar- 
chioneſs, is the caſe, our ſouls muſt have great 
converſations. You who have not, like me, 
thoſe objects that abſorb your whole powers, 


give t me ſome account of what they ſay. Agree- 
ably to this opinion, your preſentiments are well | 


founded, I ſhall tell you the rules I obſerve in 
this, particular. ; 1 reſpect them when they do 
not draw me from any known duty rol] will ex- 
plain myſelf by a particular inſtance, It has 
frequently been the caſe, that I have felt my 


heart ſhut, itſelf up againſt certain perſons, the 


firſt time I have ſeen them. I ſeemed to hear 
an inward voice which told me to be upon my 
guard; that ſuch perſons would be injurious to 


me; that they were diſhoneſt, Nothing could | 


have been more unjuſt than to have fled from 
ſuch perſons on account of theſe preſentiments; 5 
it would have been a breach of charity. Of 


hat uſe, then, are mine to me! . They put me 


Apen my; guard, madam; and make me examine 


atteptively, thoſe, objects, that occaſioned them, 
te on, my n that I never knew this 


averſion 
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averfion*1 
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: "he: ill- Founded, 1. he experiment | 
convinced me that 1 ſhould have run no ſmall - 


_ riſque, had I not been under the influences of 


fear and caution. I have met with people with 


out morals, without character, who only ſought 
to be connected with me to ſerve ſome private 


views, and, many times, to do me injuries. 
What J obſerve to you with regard to antipathiers 


Holds equally true in Hmatbies. There are cer- 


tain perſons whom my heart flies to meet; and 


 Vineyer could reproach it with being miſtaken: 


firſt impulſes; however powerful they may bez 


and I advife ydu to follow the ſame rule, withs 


out which the opinion of preſentiments would be 
very dangerous. "Fhofe I entertained,” with re- 


pard to Deſhomais, are confirmed coritinually | 
—His conduct is ſuch; that nothing is wanting 
to my daughter's happineſs, and they become 
Every day more dear to me, becauſe I every day 
diſcover ſome good quality in them arm 
noe me before. 1 
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Private Letter from EMERANCE to „Lucv. x * 


IT would have been a miracle, my a0 


Wend; if your huſband had eſcaped the infatua- 
tion of the pr Religion is almoôſt 


TFF 3 annihilated 


_y 


_1yTLLAMEAL_Y 

Annihilated at Paris amongſt people of#faſhion;. 

and it is a diſgrace to retain the leaſt trace of it, 

I know ſeveral perſons, valuable in other rc 

ſpects, who conceal that faith they could not 

overcome, with as much care, as if it were a 

crime which an honeſt man would bluſh to own, 

You ſeemed ſurpriſed at the tone of aſſurance 

the count aſſumed, and at the ſuperficiality of 

1 his reaſons, or rather ſubterfuges. But how 

i" many are there who would not have been able 

| to End even ſuch objeRions | and who are infi- 

| dels merely from ignorance, affectation, or flu» 

| pidity, becauſe that is more convenient. Be 

| thankful, my dear marchioneſs, to the Supreme —_ 

; | "WP Reifg, for the efficacy be has hed the goodneſs % 
wi to give to your feeble words; and ceaſe not tos 

|- _ <entreat him every day, and every hour, that he 
Hil would enlighten the underftanding of your huſ- 
Ii band, and give him 2 diſpoſition ta embrace the 

1 wuth. I am of opinion, with the count, that |? 

1 nothing ſhould be precipitated. That friend, | 

Who has Jong known him, will know how to 

. make choice of proper occaſions. Hitherto you 

| 
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Have ſeen nothing in your buſband but the paſ- 
Nonate lover: his love might conceal a difpoſi- 
Won which will, at length, diſcover itſelf; and | 
which, perhaps, requires that management and 
addreſs, which your zeal would not permit you 
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@ attend to. Do not . I Have ſome 
knowledge which 1 conoeal from yon—1I only 
ſpeak of mere poſſibilities, and from the con- 


jectures T have formed upon our new Chriffian's 
defiring' that meafures might not be taken with 
precipitation: undoubtedly. he has forme .reaſon 


for it, which/he- will diſcover to you. Once for 


all, truſt to. his zeal, and reſtrain your own; 
for one often loſes one's point by ſeeking to gain 
ir too ſoon. ' God, who has begun, will com- 
plete the work. Obſerve, my dear friend, his 


| kindneſs and his bounty. Out of charity you 


withed to fave poor Lemeri ; and it ſeems ta 
be his pleaſure, that the meaſures you have taken 
ſhould be attended with another converſion, 
which is, to you, of infinitely more importance. 


He is, indeed, a gracious- maſter, and n 


eee m rp, peer in en 9 
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1 uc To EMERANGE,. 
14 2 Fara: event, my dear friend, . 
4 1 the count to precipitate his meaſures. 
— That dear and reſpectable friend is, poſſibly, at 
. this moment, no more. I left him at the point 
nn Hebes That Aclancheiy office.wis: left to my 
Thi | huſband The dying man, full of confidence in 
wil the mercy: of that Being whom he had begun to 
11/8 worſhip while he enjoyed his health, divides his 
© to his wife and the marquis, to engage chem to 
wk perſevere in thoſe new principles which ie has 
| | .- prevailed on them to adopt; but I muſt give 
1 you a detail of what has paſſed during the laſt 


three weeks; and writing to you will contribute 
to divert my grief, which is much greater than 
it might juſtly be expected to be, for a perſon 
whom 1 have known only ſo ſhort a time. 1 
degan to diſtruſt the zeal of my dying friend for 
the buſineſs which I had confided to him, and 
big deliys appeared to be deſigned, when he 


took the * of . me, While in 
Ry | the 
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city. The marquis could not but be ſurpriſed 


'» * * 1 * * « "© 


che company of my-huſband;. which; fince his 
converſion, he had avoided. I am come); ſaid 
he, with an air of frankneſs, to beg the favour 
of your company to-morrow for the whole day 
It will be the happieſt day of my life, and I have 
a mind that you ſhould be witneſſes of iny feli- 


at this overture; he had ſeen the count the ſame 
day, in the morning, and could not conceive 
| what great good fortune had befallen him ſo ver 
lately. His. friend obſerving his emharraſſment, 
put an end to it, by telling him that he had 
_ eſpouſed miſs Lemeri—It is the greateſt action 
of your life, replied the marquis, embracing 
him: you gratify the moſt ardent wiſh that I 
have; and it is the ſame with regard to the 
marchioneſs. We ſhall be extremely happy to 
ſee that lady reſtored to ſociety, to which ſhe 
will be ſo great an ornament. . My determina» 
tion, ſaid the count, is founded on different 
motives, but the explanations I would give you 
on this ſubject might hurt the delicaey of the 
marchioneſs, I beg her promiſe for-to-morrow; 
and if you will take a turn with me; you ſhall 
have my reaſons for the conſummation. of this 
affair. I will not hear your ſecrets, ſaid I; be- 
fp: I muſt go: I leave you, therefore, but 
not. without. ſome concern, of which 1 will give. 
5 Fs | you. 


cy * 1 1 T 1 2 2 


leit my chamber, and being perſwaded that the 
critical moment was arrived, I ran to proſtrate 
auyiclf at the foot of the altar, ta beg that God 
would give 2 bleſſing to this important eonxerſa- 

cescunt's brought me a meſſage. from him, that 1 
Mould not expect him, as he would fup there. 
I-was gone to reſt when my huſband returned; 
and I obſerved that he was in great agitations. 


—— 


marquis affected, I could perceive that he was 
diſturbed. 1 longed to ſpeak with the count, 
but it was impoſſible: he could only convey a 

het into my hand, which I immediately read, 
and which invited me to withdraw very ſoon af- 
ter the ceremony, under pretext of my condi- 
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the ſubject that had been diſcuſſed the night be- 


My huſband, for the three following days, was 


5 * eee, of indiſpentable buſineſs. The 
Bl. 8 e x - fourth 


206/26/40cm08t bencafter+= With: theſs wre! 


As he did not cloſe his eyes, any more than 
in bed when the count came to wait upon us to 
miſs Lemeri. We met three of his friends there, 
and, notwithſtanding the tranquillity. which the 


tion. I underſtood that they wanted to renew 
fore; and I gave into the count's intentions. 


with this dear friend from morning till night, 


he went to bed almoſt as ſoon as he came home, 


ion: of his defign, This is ſtill a new reaſon 
for my gratitude The flexibility of the marquis 
008 work. of. the merciful God. It was to 
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her dees not ſuppoſe that I kad any ſuſpiciom of 
his errouts, de intreated his friend not to Gif. 
cover to me what had paſſed between them. You 


may be ſure it was impoſſible for him to keep 
his word. We were exprefling our gratitude 


the marquis's voice on the ſtairs. I would not 
for the world that he ſhould have ſeen the count 


at that moment; I, therefore, preſſed! Rim to 


ſtep into a cloſet, and ordered one of my maids 
to conduct him down a private ſtair-· caſe The 
countenance af my huſband was much changed : 


and roſe very early — The new counteſs, Who 


paid me a viſit, told me, that he was diſpoſed to 


repair, by: a general confeſſion, e 
ſacraments. She gave me a detail of their eon 
verſations: it muſt be confeſſed that the mar- 


quis did nat yield till the laſt extremity; and 


be is the only one of the four, whoſe refomma- 
tion. the count-had attempted, that anſwered his 
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— this. converſation that the caunt fel 

ſicks and though his diſdrder did not appear te- 
be dangerous, he determined at firſt. to ſet his 
recover; but as to other matters, they have 
deen of: very different opinions. I leſt the ſick 
man about: two hours ago, and it was thought 
| thatde could not line danger than that time, yet 
he ſtill breathes, as the marquis did not intend 

10 leave him still be had: cloſed his eyes, and 
propoſed to bring his afflicted conſort along with 
him. The poor count put a paper into my hand 
which I have not yet thought of reading, ſo 
much have I been — but 1 . an | 
this 1 ee Io e 
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N PIN nne a ee This mm 
who has paſſed the greateſt part of his life with- 
out any religion at all, and was an abſolute li- 
 -ertine;: this man, who was reputed- covetous, 
has done very · conſiderable charities. As the 
| greateſt: Part- of his eſtate was mortgaged, he 
vas not able to give much to his wife; and he 
Vas afraid of leaving her in a charge that might 
draw her into great troubles and inconveniences. 
At is to me that he has left this important care. 
Ae has” three orphans, whom he ſupports in 
11 41 22 their 


"O65 # — 0 


apprenticeſhips, and other ehildren whoſe 
nuttes he pays, beckuſe their parents are incal“ 
| pable of ſupporting them; und Widows," Who, 
though they had-formerly Jive well, muſt have 
periſhed with hunger if he had not relieved them. 
This memorial has put an end to a doubt which 


F intended to have mentioned to you. I per- 


ceived by the revolt of the eount's three friends, 
that he would in vain have argued with the 
marquis, if his arguments Had not been ſecondec 
dy the divine grace. T had before been ſur- 
priſed that the new convert had yielded with ſo 
much facility to my feeble arguments, while fo. 
many others reſiſt the moſt- powerful proofs; 

and I' attributed this ſuceeſs to the ſuperior effi- 
cacy of grace. Of five people, two only have 
given any proofs of faith Then, ſaid I, the 
reſt have not had ſo powerful a call, and this 


embarraſſed me. Freely had I ſaid, why this ; 


_ unequal. diftribution of divine aſſiſtance to men, 
who, agreeably both to faith and reaſon, are 
equally dear to their Creator. When I read 
this memorial, my embarraſſment was over. 
The Almighty ceaſes not to appl y to the human 
heart, and even to the heart of a ſinner: he in- 
vites them continually to virtue, to follow thoſe 
natural emotions that have not been depraved | 
9 viee, ſuch as pity, - and e to the 
| diſtreſt. 
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greater diſtributions. of it, chic lead them at 
laſt to a perfect converſion... The count's page 
dependants implored Heaven ta be merciful. ta 
errours were not the effect of impiety. His heart 
| had ſeduced his underſtanding, and the gracious 
Gad had pity on his weakneſs, becauſe he him- 
ſelf had pity on the miſerable. The caſe. is 
che fame with regard to the marquis 3 for he 
maoſt willingly came into every benevolent ſcheme 
that I propoſed. Behold the conſequence! 
| Never ſhall 1 deſpair of the ſalvation. of any 1 
one who ſhall retain compaſſion. for the miſer- 5 
able, equity, or. any other natural virtue. Ex- | 
mw but one telent, and it will be Wee 


3 


a 
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miracle has happened. An abceſs, which burſt. 
when the count was almoſt at the laſt moment, 
recalled him to life. This is what I am told 
by the ſervant, who, came with a n 
| fire my 9 . 


ſ 
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TY count. t has no fever a bebo. 


nnd phyſicians Franounce. him 
out 


2 
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out of danger-—It id not vn my own acc 
dat I rejoice ſo much My huſband will bave 
need of his example, and it is for him thay - 
Heaven: preſerves him. Now, that Lam more 
Falm, I ſhall proceed ta anſwen your letter ; 
for I ———— Ü˙· 
wh Age rt e ee 
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have written to me on the ſubject of preſents» 
ments yet 1 will own to you, with my uſual 
ſincerity, that I was obliged to give a ſecond: 
peruſal to ſome paſſages, which, without doubt, 
might be very clear. You will tell me that T 
was at liberty to efface ſuch paſſages; but a 
trifling circumſtance prevented my making uſe 
of the permiſſion you gave me; which was, that. 
J thought it impoſſible for me to. expreſs them 
better. I am much pleaſed with the thought 
that my ſympathies and antipathies are the ef- 
fect of a ſuperior influence. This opinion aps = 
pears to me more reaſonable than that of an 
honeſt phyſician, who would have perſwaded 
me that thoſe ſecret movements which give me 
an inſtinctive attachment, or averſion, to cer- 
tain perſons, have their origin in thoſe ſmall 
atoms which are perpetually ſeparated from the 
een —_— n. as they are, or are notz 


analogous 
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| POL c6\thoſvaX; the bodies which they ena 
— they produce love, or hatred. It af 
fords à much more pleaſing reflection, to be= 
Heve that thoſe intelligent beings which God 
has appointed to watch over us, excite in us 


freely ſenſations, I read your letter to Mr; De 
St. Far, who acknowledges: thoſe pleaſing cir- 


_ cumſtances that mitigate his ſufferings. He will 


readily allow that he finds ſome conſolation, 
even ſome pleaſure, in thoſe ſoothing ſenſations, 


provided you conclude that the pain is. infinitely _ 
greater than the pleaſure. It is in conſequence. 
of this that he freely gives into thoſe remedies 
we offer him, in order to effect a radical cure, 
5 By favour of the fair Annette, ſhould rejoice 
if this captive eſcapes her chains - Were he 


preſent, I ſhould not have the preſumption to 
attempt his deliverance ; but her abſence fur- 
niſhes us with arms that we ſhall make uſe of: 
The following is the regimen that we have pre- 


feribed to our patient. A proper doſe of diſſipa- 


tion; the company of the moſt agreeable women 
we can find.; no reflexion-; no comparing of n 
the charms of others with thaſe of your amiable 
daughter: but, in the laſt article, St. Far is by 
no means tractable Every thing reminds him 
ef Annette. Every woman he fees he compares 
Witch 1 concludes wih allowing 
[EF hen 
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zþerionty.” He is waage bis deciſion, 
dat it chiakes Min fuffer in the opinion of a great 
many fine women, who cannot pardon fuch- 4 
judgment againſt them. He has picqued the 
vanity of ſeveral that would undertake to make 
| him feel the influence" of love, purely fo? the 
ſake of enjoying the power and the” exerciſ# of 
revenge. Among cheſe indictive women ther: 
= a very amiable widow, to 
wiſhes ſucceſs: it would prove an-advantageous 
eſtabliſhment for St. Far. He pays his court t to ; 
ner, and would perſwade me that he may on 
day de able to love her: but, at the ſame mos 
ment, ſighs ſteal from him, ' which paſs direly 
over the mountains, without turning to the 
right hand, or to the left. He is never eaſy 
but when he is with me; becauſe to me he can 
freely expreſs his ſentiments: and, after having : 
repeated to me, a thouſand. times, the reaſons 
of his adoring Annette, he perſwades himſelf 
that much ſtill remains, which he has not "time 
to ſay, though I have given him very long au- 
diences. To ſay the truth, my dear, I hear 
nothing talked of but love,; and J am tired of it. 
.overs' are like people at law; they have only 
one buſineſs upon their minds, and they can 
talk of nothing elſe. At the ſame time, I begin 
: oy WN cha contagious) fee— 
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ing L have taken up two large pages to tell you | 
that we want to marry St. Far, who oppoſes it 4. 
and that we mean to carry our point, _— | 
| conſent, numer by emma: 


| RR 
vile kram our friends 3 no confidence, no frank- 
nels of heart: they chuſe their hours fo happily 
as always to find me in company; ſo that I know 
nothing of their affairs but what the public is- 
pleaſed to ſay, and it does not treat them very 
aebi. They pretend that the duke, who 
-was given to Victoria, begins to be leſs aſidu - 
e. A few candid people ſay, that his coldnefs 
i owing to the rigour of the lady, which has 
wearied aut his patience ;- and that, though ſhe 
3 a coquette, ſhe js diſereęt in the 
The generality attribute his ineonſtaney 
ba dilgutt, and pretend that he had nothing 
more to with far. I will en to you, without 
Lattering myſelf much with regard to Victoria, 

that I am not of the ſame opinion with the laſt 
| — Vioria would be virtuous, if it were poſſible | 
to: be ſo with a heart ungoverned, and depraved 
with the deſire of making conqueſts; the thinks 
there is no danger in being beloved, provided 
that ſhe does not love in her turn. Such is her. 
idea amn a woman of the 


World, 
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world, who, ſhe — be to blame for 
2 | effect which her: charms. produce—Thg 
F ke's inconſtancy has not affected her: I think 
1 —— 
; | 1 impreſſion on her heart. All our handſome fel- : 
bos, who do nor think as I do, are putting 
- 7 themſelves on the lift, to try who ſhall. fill up 
that vacancy, which, they apprehend, muſt ſoon 
happen. She is undone, if, amongſt this num- 
ber, one ſnould be found that can make his way 
to her heart. Henrietta is her confidante, and 
much is to he feared leſt bad example thould 
produce it's ordinary, and, indeed, inevitable 
effect. Such, madam, is the account z which 
may very well moderate your excefive joy. I 
own. that mine is diſturbed by theſe troubles; 
Prudence in the grols is of no great value, in 
my opinion; I told you juſt now that Victoria 
was undone, if any one of her lovers ſhould 
obtain an intereſt in her heart; but, upon 67 
feRion,. I am inclined to think differently ; and 
I could rather chuſe that ſhe ſhould be really 
guilty, provided it were only with one perſon, 
than coquet it in ſuch a manner as to give all 
room to expect that ſhe ſhould be frail, Tell 
me whether this be your opinion. I wiſh it 
may, for I ſhould find much difficulty to alter 


25 as well as a number of new ſentiments be- 
| | ſide, 
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fide, Which I take up every n For Inftante; 
I am firmly convinced that we have been de- 
ceived in the characters of thefe two women 
They never ſhewed any prudence but at a time 


when it was not neoeſſary to exert it: I cannot 


perſwade myſelf, indeed, that they ever had 
any; otherwiſe, ſutely, they would have r- 


ſiſted the preſent danger. A diſpoſition does 
not change in ſo ſhort a time, and if the heart 


had been Honeſt it would have been fo till. L 


know not Whether this opinion is dictated by 
chagrin—T muſt confeſs I feel it My counſels 


Have deen rejected in a manner too inſulting for 
— to bear — Apropos, now 1 ſpeak of ſelf⸗ 


jove, the marquis agrees that your obſervation 
is Juſt; I am in better hopes than ever, that he 


th will not reſtrain my inclination for retirement; 


I have great need of it—I feel my mind {0 vas 


_ eatit; ſo naked; ſo barren; that T cannot, with- 

out danger, delay to reſtore it. It is natural to 
have ſome fears on the approach of that danger, 
and thoſe pains, which await me. This neceſ- 


ſity for retirement puts them to flight, and 1 


| have'nothing before me but the pleaſure of being 
alone, and to be excuſed for ſome _—_ from 


making my Inns 
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V. dear marchioneſs will not expect to be 
reproved — Nevertheleſs, it muſt be ſo: 
not that I mean to blame her for imprudence,, 
but for want of foreſight. | Of whatever im- 
portance the ſecrets which the count had to 


communicate might be, he ought, methinks, to 


have deferred his informations, till he 9 
haye given you them without expoſing himſelf. - 


in that myſterious manner, of which you ſpeak. 
in ydur letter. A. billet given without explana- 
tions was already too much; what, then, ſhall. 


we ay. of the neceſſity yqu lay under of conceal- 
ing him on the arrival of your huſband ? What, 
I pray, could the chambermaid think, who con- 
ducted him out of the cloſet? You could not 
communicate to her the reaſons of your taking 
ſuch meaſures. She may, therefore, reaſon- 


ably ſuſpect that you have an intrigue with 
the count. 3 aſſure you, my dear, that this 


very circumſtance is ſufficient to ruin Four, ren 
putation inevitably with the public. It is my 
opinion, therefore, that the count ſhould abſo· 


lutely determine to confeſs the whole to your 


gig 7 0 
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ddt what has paſſed, when he ſhall know that 
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huſband.) He will have no reaſon to be offende 


you firſt begun to ſuſpect the ſtate of his mind, | 
and that a mere accident confirmed your ſuſpi- 
ions. I look upon the count to be too reaſon- 
Able a man to refuſe his conſent to this meaſure, 
and I am ſurpriſed that a man of his experience 
did not ſee how much you expoſed yourſelf. 
Were I not well convinced, my dear friend, of 
the ſtrength of your reaſon, I ſhould have ſought 
ſome more indirect method of telling you my 
thoughts; but any artifice which might imply 
that you would be offended at my freedom, 
would be an inſult. After having been ſo liberal 
in my praiſe, or, rather, my approbation of your 
ſentiments, might I not be ſuſpected of flattery? 
Never doubt your progreſs in virtue, ſeeing that 
death; or at leaſt pain, appears leſs dreadful to 
you than the dangers of the world. Behold - 


another proof of my eſteem for your fortitude f 


Il have pronounced that word, ſo terrible to 
2 woman of your diſpoſition, and have pro- 

nounced it without fear of exciting in you 
any vain terrours. To a woman intoxicated - 
with pleaſure, death ſeems to be a thing che | 
| moſt dreadful 3 there are ſome circuniſtances in 
which the thinks herſelf more immediately under 


che hand of God, and in which the is ſtruck 
with 


| tar T * ns ited 
' WE: korroyr—Sickneſs, childbed, Winder; and 
2 thoufand orher accidants, as if the Deity ha# 
need of ſuch cicumftagcti to take away a life I's 
which is only preſerved by a miracle — My : 
daughter has taken great pains to inculeate this 4 
uſeful leſſon. T had the weakneſs to be afraid 
in pafſing che pits of Mount Cenis. The deſire 
of ſeeing her, in my firſt paſſage, and the fear 
of not finding her fuch as ſhe was, on my return, 
Had abſorbed, in ſome meaſure, the whole powers 1 
of my mind, ſo that I did not perceive all tñf e 
Horfrours of the way. When I was more at caſe, = 
F.viewed that dangerous paſſage, I may' ſay, for — 
the firſt time. I trembled; for then I had more i 
to loſe than before—My daughter was the objet 
of my fears. ' Her intrepidity made me blufh ; 
and if we had known her leſs, we might have 
believed that ſhe had been bred at Conſtantinople, 
and that fhe concluded every thing was engraven 
on tables of marble. She is far from this opi- 
nion, and ꝓet ſfie is convinced, that, whenever 
our duty engages us in any dangerous enterprize, 
we run nov mote hazard than if we were in our 
bdbeds. You ſee that this reſtriction of not ex- 
| | | poſing! ourſelves but when; our duty calls hpi 
| us) e all e PR : 
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. Fo ali ed, and T ſhall” have 116 fal! plea- 
E mlure to hear chat, with a reaſonable hope of fur 
1 wing this dadigerous criſis; vou are; "neverthe- 
RE > in a Condition to die without Rear.” It gave 
= me great ſatisfaction to hear that the count was 
1 ſtopped at the entrance of the inevitable paſſage. 
= I am perſwaded that he will live to do much 
| = good, and that, in particular, he will be of 
| great ſervice to your huſband in the commence- 
= * ment of his converſion. There is no doubt, 
| that thoſe who ſhall not be influenced by his 
74 2 example, Will endeavour to render the divine 
1 work ineffectual. Every means will be made 
2 uſe of. Falſe reaſoning, dangerous books, and, 
| above all, keen railleries. It would not be im- 
proper if he retired awhile into the country, till 
his good reſolutions are confirmed. Vet I would 
not have him continue there too lon g—The 
1 world is in want of great examples. — And, be- 
N ſides, it is neceſſary that be ſhould contribute ag 
much to the edification, as he may have done 
13 the infidelity of others, and that he ſhould 5 
| follow his call. I have read to our young people 
[ tte hiſtory of the good miniſter's call, which is 
1 very extraordinary. Deſhomais thanked God 
;' that he had hot given him the ſame. He owns 
- that he is afraid he ſhould have been unfaithful, 
| 5 | as 
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as he le Aenne infinitely more. than that 
gentleman loved miſs De Banne, and this is not 


merely the language of a man juſt married; be 


eſteems her no leſs than he loves her, and that 
eſteem will be laſting. Theſe two young people 
are very religious, yet I ſhould be much, con- 
cerned if they reſted in that degree they now 
poſſeſs. There is great difference between 
eſteeming, believing, and cultivating the pu- 


rity of the Chriſtian religion, and unreſer- 


vedly giving themſelves up to the ſevere du- 
ties it enjoins. I intreat the divine power 


continually to give them the ſublime virtues 


IF I might liſten to my affection for them, 1 
ſhould urge them to aſpire to theſe; neverthe- 


leſs, I put a reſtraint upon myſelf in this reſpe&. 


By being too urgent, one ſometimes Joſes all; 


and I foreſee that I muſt do great violence to 


pe in this circumſtance. | 


1 APPLAUD. your deſgn frying St, "I 


you will do your widow a real favour : if ſhe is 
as amiable as you.repreſent her, ſhe will engage 
his affections when he marries her—He has no- 


thing to do but to engage her to that. I am of 


your opinion with regard to. coquetry; it is a 
baſer vice than licentiduſneſs of manners. A 
woman, in inany reſpects valuable, is . 


Ver, 8 G in 
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in ſuch dangerous circumſtances that her heart 
eſcapes her: virtue, after ſuch à fall, can no 
longer ſupport itſelf, This i is a truth which 
every woman ought to attend to 3 but that fall 
which proceeds from a weakneſs of heart, is not 
followed by abſolute' depravity. The woman 
ſtill reveres that virtue ſhe has ſo unhappily loſt; 
ſhe bewails her errour ; ſhe ſighs for the happy: 
moment which ſhall reſcue her from a, fituation - 
ſhe abhors as much as ſhe loves it. A coquet, 
on the contrary, makes a jeſt of that virtue, 
which, in reality, | ſhe deſpiſes. If ſhe faves 
appearances at all, it is through the fear of leſ- 
ſening the number of her admirers, by giving 
| the. preference to one. She cheriſſies and culti- 
vates vice in the minds of thoſe who are unhappy, _ 
and imprudent enough to court her affection, by 
giving them room to hope that ſhe will one day 
be as contemptible as they wiſh to ſee her. 
What I am going to add will appear ſtrange ; 
but I believe it to be very true. An: abſolute 
fall from virtue, if it proceeded from the prin- 
_ ciples of the heart, might prove a real reforma- 
tion to a coquet. You will obſerve; however, 
that our friends are far from deſerving that name. 
We are all, by nature, coquets, more: or leſs : 
there is no difference between us but ſuch as 
ariſes from religion, or ſuperior reaſon; yet we 
1 C Ee are 


* 
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e db at fich without aphicl ending it, and it is 
not che firſt ſtage of the vice of which 1 ſpeak, 
or to Which * would prefer 4 fall from vi irtue. 
'The- coquetry Which Tlie the utmoſt con- 
tempt, is that which is dellderately ſchemed, . 
and reduced to a kind of fyſtem. Our friends 
are neither of that diſpoſition; nor of thoſe years 
that are calculated for all that ttoubleſome co 
nomy; for that of a thorough- paced' coquiet i is 2 
very difficult character to ſuſtain; You ſay that 
they never had any real virtue. Do you know, 
my dear, that you have no juſt idea of what is 
properly called virtue in 2 woman? I may, poſ- 
ſibly, excite yout anget—No 7 Jou are no prude 
And it is only women of tat character chat 
are eee with certain truths. VOTER 


E me — | n we all, 3 in 
ſome degree, partake of the depravity of our 
original patent. No ſelf- love, in this reſpect, I 
beg of you. It is never with regard to inclina- 
tion'that a virtuous woman differs from her who 
is not ſo. I have been theſe two days with a 
man Wh is very old. He ſpoke very cavalierly 
of the ladies, and owned that he never found 

any that were cruel.” Amongſt the number of 
thoſe who had given him ſo bad an opinion of 
ans fox he owned, at the ſame time, that he 
G 2 had 


_124 1b E F. T. R * 8.4 
known few who had fallen. from inc | ination; and 


of deliberate purpoſe: he even oumned that he 


had known many to whom he could nat reſuſe 


his eſteem, becauſe their fault vras almeſt ah 
inevitable conſequence of their circumſtances, as 
T juſt now obſerved to you: from all which he 


concluded, that there were no virtuous women 


but ſuch as had never been tried. He was both 
right and wrong at the ſame time: what he then 


did not think of, and I obſerved to him, was as 
follows : The virtue of women in general. does 


not conſiſt in;ceſiſting temptation, but in avoid- 
ing it. In this conflict, it is flight alone that 

niure our VIGEOTY © and if, amongſt a thou- 
ſand women, only eſcapes the danger to 
which ſhe expoſes herſelf, I ſhould ſay chat ſhe 


was more fortunate than prudent; and that it is 
a miracle which it would be ridiculous either to 


allege, or to hope for. Yet I muſt explain to 


you. what I mean by theſe temptations. You 
will be alarmed, my dear. They are found, for 
the moſt part, in the common. circumſtances 
of life. Truth muſt not be kept priſoner on 
this occaſion—It would be attended with too 
much danger. I told you that we are all born 


with the ſeeds of depravity: to this original diſ- 


Tecon to vice, add the manner of our education 


in general, and 39; will ſee that we are even 
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ludious toiſtrengthen' a 1 Propenſty already too 
powerful We are aecuſtomed to look upon 
beauty as the greateſt bleſſing of a woman. 
What care in preſerving it! What fears on the 
leaſt apprehenſion of loſing it'!* The conduct of 
mothers and governeſſes is, in this reſpect, di- 
rectly calculated to inſpire young girls with an 
excluſive eſteem ifor it, and to be ſtudious f 
every art that may ſet it off. How much would 
both be embarraſſed, ſhould they be aſked by a 
young woman Of what uſe is this beauty, 
about which you make ſo much ado ? 'Could any 
mother be weak enough to anſwer, it is to pleaſe 
the men ! Women of the utmoſt depravity would 
hardly give ſuch leſſons to their daughters. Vet 
their conduct is productive of an effect fimilar 
to that which would be the fruit of ſueh leſſons. 
A young girl, without any ſuch inſtructions, is 
oenfible that the purpoſe - of her beauty is to 
pleaſe Not the women, for they are naturally 
enemies to the handfome part of their ſex; it 
muſt, therefore, de the men: there is no poſſi- 
_ *bility<of a miſtake in the caſe. So ſoon as a 
girl is tolerably grown, /ſhe is introduced into 
the polite world. She is then taught that ſne 
muſt look out for ſome advantageous eftabliſh- 
ment in life, and that modeſty and decency are 
the beſt means of enſuring ſucceſs. The natural 
| G 3 __  timidity 
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timidity of youth, che innocence; of their man- 


ners, the very end propoſed, engages them to 
follow the advice thus given them. The greateſt 
part of young girls wiſh: to be married: ſome, 
to be delivered from the tyranny of their parents 


or relations (for that is the title they give - 


the moſt moderate exerciſe of authority, being 
enemies to all cenſtraint) and others to get fine 
cloaths and money, and to go to public aſſem- 
blies and diverſions. Such are ſome of the mo- 
tives that induce, gir Is to marry. . The richer a = 
huſband is, upon theſe principles, the better; 


and, if his figure be agreeable, no further en- 
quiries are made. Their friends coineide with 


them here. Behold them married, then, to 
men whom they may love if they can; that is 
no way eſſential. The huſband, for his part, 
if he is a man who knows life, loves his wife, 
or ſeems to love her, for three months; that is 


| A decent time. Afterwar ds, it is neceſſary ary he : 


ſhould reſtore himſelf to ſociety; that is to ſay, 
in plain terms, that he ſhould return to the path 


of. life from which he had for ſome. time been 


withdrawn. He gives his wife to underſtand 
that ſhe is at liberty to purſue her on amuſe- 
ments, as he cannot poſſibly ſubmit to attend 


her. If this young woman has an attachment 


to her huſband, which is commonly: the caſe, 
becauſe 
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beeauſe he Was the firſt 'that/ſhe' found in her 
way, behold her reduced to mortification, tears, 


/ 


and diſcontent; particularly if ſhe has too much 
good ſenſe to follow the counſel and the example 
he gives her. In general, ſhe ſeeks to reſcue 


herſelf from this painful ſituation; and, for 
that purpoſe, ſhe muſt ſeek ſome agreeable di- 


verſion. Reading, plays, and amuſing com- 


pany, afford one that is acceptable, and the lays 
hold of it. But what is the ſubject of theſe 
books, theſe plays ?—and on what turns the 
eonverſation of this company Love is ever- 


more the burden of the ſong. ' Her heart, al- 


'ready weak, is / ſoftened {till more. She is en- 
-couraged- by the example of others to ſhake off 


other prejudices, provided ſhe. retain diſcretion. 
"Phat is the firſt article of the treaty ſhe con- 
cludes with herſelf. This reſolution "ſhe ſoon 


finds occaſion to put into practiſe with regard to 
a lover who pays her a blind adoration—He de- 
fires nothing .more than to be heard=He only 


begs permiſſion to. love her, without preſuming 
on a return What harm can there be in allow - 


ing this? and, as Victoria ſays, is a woman 
anſwerable for the effect of her charms? There 


can be nothing amiſs in hearing the lover ; that 


is an amuſement : there can be nothing criminal 


in 1 caſe, at leaſt if one does not ſympathiſe 


wakes EE. 


— 
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in his ſentiments, and one is far from even being 5 

- inclined to it. In the mean time .deſtruRive 

maxinis are purſued— Pleaſure and feſtivity are 

the very air we breatbe Balls, which, as the 
celebrated Buſſy Rabutin juſtly obſerves, would 
tempt an anchorite, are the ordinary amuſement 
of a weak young woman, without principles, 
and without ſupport. The ſeducer, attentive 
to the progreſs of her tenderneſs, waits a fa- 
Wpprable opportunity to enſorce his laſt addreſs. 
—The greateſt difficulty is over; the heart is 
taken, and he knows well. what uſe to make of 
the ſucceſs of his artifices. 1 have been ſpeaking 
only of thoſe ſnares that are occaſioned by a 
trifling-and pleaſurable mode of life To theſe 
may be added the temptations that ariſe from the 
bad example of an huſband ; his cruelty i in re- 
ſuſing his wife money for the moſt neceſlary 
| purpoſes ; ; vanity, that makes her wiſh to fly on 
the firſt wings of faſhion, envy of thoſe who 

have ſufficient reſources for that purpoſe, vexa- 

| tign occaſioned by loſſes at play, bad counſels 
of licentiqus friends, and a thouſand other 
temptations that throw themſelves in the way of 
an, agreeable, woman. A young woman does 
not o ſuddenly paſs 1 the bounds that divide vir- 5 
tue from yice ; but when, ſhe opens. her eyes, 
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| which ths falls; and makes Jain efforts to get out 
of it? "Phe jealouſy, the falſe delicacy, the in- 
fidelity of 4 lover frequently” adit ſtrength to" her 
remorſe: ſlie recovers her liberty; ba promiſes 
ſincerely to loſe it no more But the pat of an 
honeſt woman ib not eaſy to ſuſtain a ſecond 
time. She finds in her heart the moſt painful ö 
vacuity—Her languor oppreſſes her to death, 
Nothing but piety and virtue can ſupply the 
place of that paſſion, and theſe ſhe finds incon- 
ſiſtent with the life ſhe loves, and to which'ſhe 
cannot bid adieu. Her errours are repeated, al- | 
- moſt involuntarily : her irregularities ſtill con- 
| tinue, till advancing years baniſh her from the 
|, circle of the'great and the gay, which ſtill has 
it's pleaſures for her, though ſhe finds no object 
whom her charms can induce to attempt her 
Virtue; The next reſource is penitence, and a 
falſe devotion which is productive of prudery ; 
or, if ſhe is rich, ſhe has recourſe to the loweſt _ 
gratifications Her money ſupplies the place of 
perſonal charms, and procures her thoſe intrigues 
which log: habit has rendered gang 4 T3. 
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15 = Moons my 4 3 is the biſtory : 
of the greater part of licentious women. I can- 
not ſay that the picture I have copied is my own 

li Il have read ſome part of it, 2 though 

E „„ I know 
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_ know not where — Let whether it is my own, 
or the work of another date Mat donſs⸗ 
women — are depraved, by Ae priginally 
more vicious than thoſe who have been more 
diſereet?—It is frequently the contrary. A 
young woman, unfortunate enough to find. in 
herſelf dangerous propenſities, is by that very 
 . circumſtance warned to keep on her guard A 
ſenſe of religion, or the fear of contempt, will 
- make her avoid every occaſion that might en- 
danger her virtue. Inſtead of indulging herſelf 
with fantaſtic books, and dangerous conyerſa- 
tions, ſhe will ſeek for ſupport in the moral 
obligations of a Chriſtian, and in the ſociety of 
virtuous people. She will guard, with the ut- 
moſt vigilance, not only her heart, but likewiſe 
| her ſenſes; for ſhe will learn from the ſacred 
writings, -:that thoſe are the avenues through 
| = which death enters into the ſoul. As:ſhe will 
perceive that there is no medium for her between 


great virtue, and a life of irregularity, ſhe will 

reſolve to do every thing to avoid ſo deplorable/ a 

ſtate. In flying from dangers, the ſenſe of her 
weakneſs will be her ſecurity, and: her repeated 
. conflicts will ſoon fortify her ſoul, and bring 
: to her affiſtance the grace of Heaven; without 
which, I look upon virtue to be no firmer than 
the 


 . 
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ne bat which 18 ready to fall at the Dighteſt 


blaſt. Our friends are very much in the firſt 


mentioned eaſe. 1 hey depend on their natural 
propenſity to virtue: on that is founded their 


ſecurity, and that ſecurity will be their ruin. 


This is what J have always feared for Victoria 


I had leſs" fears for Henrietta, only becauſe 


her indolence would ſave her from dangers; but 
the aſcendant Victoria has over her deprives us 
of the advantage we might take. of that indo- 


Jenee. You will tell me, after reading theſe 


© obſervations, that, at this rate, there can be no 
virtuous women amongſt the great. I would 
2 willingly maintain the affirmative ; but it is very 


yup not to be vicious, without being virtu- 
A woman who is too ugly to be ter 


? as ibs entirely taken up with ſome prevail- 
ing paſſion, and is not obliged to forfeit her 
virtue by the indulgence of it; ſhe who has a 
' virtuous huſband whom ſhe loves, and by whom 
- ſhe is beloved; in ſhort, a thouſand other cir- 
cumſtances, very foreign to virtue, may ſave a 
woman from vice ſo long as they laſt.” And can 


that ſobriety of conduct which has ſuch ſlender 
foundations, merit the name of virtue? No, 


doubtleſs, it would vaniſh whenever it's feeble 
ſupports ſhould fail. You are very prudent; I 
"100 in „ yourſelf to account for your 


G 6 | anger, 


rn 


anger. When our cares are unſucceſsful, our 
real is very frequently followed by diſguſt; and 
that diſguſt will naturally prevent the good ef- 
ſects we wiſh for. You will not complain of 
me, my dear marchioneſs, ſince I diſcharge, in 
your behalf, the ſtricteſt atid moſt eſſential duties 
of ftiendſhip. It is neceſſary you ſhould pay 
me in my on coin. Unhappily for me, you 
eſteem me too much, becauſe you do not know 
begun it, with complaining of you. I ſhall ſay 
Iathat you have no real love for me, if your at- 
tachment does not carry you ſo far as to lay open 
my faults. to me — This is a complaint I have 
already brought againſt my daughter, who: has 
n kept her n with me in this n, 
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LUCY. To EME RANGE. 


\ Hawa punctually obeyed the ane you 
gave the marquis on my account, and I have 


not touched my pen theſe forty days. It was 
not for want of ſubjects to write upon; a ſcene 
paſſed about a week ago that was well worthy 
of being communicated to you. I muſt tell 
you, in the firſt place, that your letter was not 
put into my hands till a fortnight after I was 
brought to- bed I am ſenſible how much I was 
infatuated, to think of concealing from the mar- 
quis the cauſe of my connection with the count, 


and I read to his lady that paſſage in your letter, 
where you take notice of that circumſtance. 
The day after, the count ſent. me word that he 


found your fears well grounded, and that he 
waited for'my orders to open himſelf on that 
ſubject to the marquis. In conſequence of this, 
he declared to him all that had paſſed; and 1 


thought I could perceive, in the confuſion that 
appeared in my huſband's countenance, that he 
was aſhamed of being diſcovered. Yet, as he 
ſaid nothing to me, I choſe to imitate his filence. 


In ſhort, all the conſequences of my lying-in 


having 
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havind ended happily, he addreſſed me in a very 
ingenuous manner, and .aſked me if he might | 
depend ſo much on my friendſhip and reaſon, as to 

hope that I would hear, without pain, what he had 
to ſay. Certainly, anſwered I, offering him my 
hand, I can bear any thing, except the laſs of your 
eſteem; and the friendſhip of my: dear Emerance. 
Vou need never be afraid of loſing thoſe, ſaid he; 
and: for; my own part, : I ſhall. always retain for 
you ſentiments more tender than thoſe of eſteem : 
yes, my dear: Lucy, I. ſhall immediately ſhew 
you how much confidence I repoſe in you. The 
_ "third day of your lying -in, a time when: the 
iligliteſt agitatian might have been prejudicial to 
ou, L received an anonymous letter, which. was 


monſter. - Your virtue Was impeached, and the 
Ariter: pretended: to give me the moſt certain 
ↄproofs of your diſſimulation. Do not be alarmed, 
«my dear; ſaid he haſtily, upon ſeeing me change 
countenanee: I call Heaven to witneſs that the 

vile calumny did not make the leaſt improſſion 
upon me. I ſuſpended my opinion of the mo- 
+ tives: of yaur conduct, hieh were repreſented 


| vam ſo black: a manner, and it was ſrom your on 


_ emouth Lpromiſed-myſelf anexplanation. . Fhe 
.<ount bas ſatisſied me an every reſpect; I know 
chow much T have bern 2 you,: and that 


jBT217 you 
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venture I put it into the ande. of the marquis, 
1 "SHE I 9 the utmoſt entreaties/ to 
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you are the ſirſt cauſe of thoſe bleſſinga which-jt 


has pleaſed Heaven to beftaw upan, me. With 


what pleaſure did I applaud: the zuftice:T had 


done you! [What ſatisfaction had I in the con- 
fuſion of thoſe dlabolical retches, who ſtudied 


to diſturb our happineſs ! I have hitherto de- 
ferred to take any meaſures for the di | 
the authors of this letter: Lavaited for the mö- 


of 


ment when I could communicate it to you; not, 
I repeat it, to give you an opportunity . of juſti- 
fying yourſelf, for I did not in the. leaſt ſuſpect 


you, but to conſult with you what meaſures e 
ought to take to diſcover the enemies of our 
happineſs. We have one eaſy method. There 


is no doubt but your chambermaid has mentioned 


| cit—We- muſt intimidate ber, and) learn from 
- her: who they were that tempted her to this in- 


diſcretion I was under: the greateſt agitations 
upon hearing this diſeourſe Every other thing 


vaniſhed to give place to a fear that was well 


grounded I could not miſtake the hand from 
vhence the blow: proceeded, and'-it-was'nece(- 
- fary- to conceal from the-marguis a ciroumſtante 
that would give him the-moſticruebanguith. it I 
had an eaſy means of juſtifying myſelf in that 
article of your. letter which related to this ad- 


prevacl 


— * | 
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 ptevail upon hin to * Tbegges | 
a four, that he would leave the management 

of this affair to me, and that he would only be 

preſent at the hearing of what I ſhould fay- to 
my woman. ordered her to be called, and, 
by the divine affiſtance, I reſtrained thoſe emo- 
tions of indignation 1 felt at the fight of her. 

Matville, ſaid I, when I ordered you to conduct 

the count out of the cloſet, whither J had con- 

veyed him, I had great reaſons why he ſhould 
| not, at that time, be ſeen by the marquis, and, 

1 yet, he was ſoon informed both of this myſterious 

_ - viſit, and of the manner in which it ended. If 


| you teally thought that the marquis was injured 
guilty of a crime in diſcovering the matter to 
I bim: he is the only perſon who can be inte- 


welded in my conduct, and, therefore, the only 
ane to whom you ſhould have told the affair. 


- 
[ Vou haue been guilty of a very great fault in i 
| informing ſtrangers of what paſſed in my houſe, | 
al nd if I treated you according to your deſert, -I 
E . ſhould diſmiſs you immediately. Nevertheleſs, as, 


in iat caſe, it might be thought that I wanted 
dq be quit of a troubleſome ſpy, I ſhall keep 
you j and I charge you to tell the wretches who 
| ſeduced your fidelity, that their villainy has been 
"HE Fame as have too much contempt for 


F them 


= 
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thaw: to-wiſh to know them. Add elle, that L 
intreat you to give the marquis, my huſpand, 
an exact account of my conduct. acknowledge 
that what you have diyulged was an indiſere- 
tion, and could only be excuſed. by the motives. 
I had for it— Withdraw, and take care that the 
names of your ſeducers may not be. known: 
You may tell them, added the marquis, that 
they may expect the utmoſt of my:reſentmenty. 
if they ſhould ever have the imprudence to repeat 
their calumnies, or to treat the name of the 
marchioneſs 1 in a . manner. * 5 
ns 


Tars * was certainly pls Wer in fulfilling. 
our orders, for ſhe diſappeared. thaday; follows 
ing, without demanding a quarter's wages that- 
were due to her. They were afraid that the 
little curioſity I had ſhewn was only affe ted, 
and that I ſhould find means to draw her into a 
confeſſion.— This is what poor Bourguignon 
foretold; and, undoubtedly, it will not be the 
laſt artifice that will be made uſe of to make me 
loſe. the affections of my huſband; notwitk- 
ſtanding I can promiſe; myſelf. that this will! be 
; the laſt time I ſhall give them a handle., This. 
is what you prophecied, my dear friend, and. I. 
frankly own. that ĩt myſt have been the) laſt dar 
gte of inſawation not 39. be; ble $aiforglee thy. 
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<oriſequences of that unfortunate accident; Whit 
would have become of me, if the marquis had 
given into thoſe ſuſpicions that appeared ſo well 
founded If he had interrogated the vile inſtru- 
ment of his ſon's hatred, ſhe might have ſuc- 
deeded to ruin me in his opinion, and, ' poffibly, 
in that of the public. This inſtance ſhews me 
How very cautious we ought to be in forming a 
judgment of others. How many women, as: in- 
nocent as myſelf, may not have found it equally 
eufy to juſtify themſelves !-and have been counted 
immoral, becauſe they have been imprudent 
Let us talk no more of this diſagreeable affair, 
which has occaſioned. a dejection of ſpirits that 
L cannot overcome, . F ſhall never be able 
ee 3 co 


12 


r. n aatoutectdy, will give you an ac- 
eount of our perſecutions. He ſounds a retreat, 
and I begin to hope for a victory. I wiſh for it 

the more, as our widow, who at firſt meant 

only a little amuſement, is more "ſeriouſly at- 
taehed: to bim than may be convenient for her 
repoſe, ſhould things turn ont: contrary to our 
hopes. This ſhews me that love is not a thing 
to be trifled with one riſques too much at ſuch 
play. Heaven has given me more than one pre- 
tire again this an Rs ; and my 


heart 


— 
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0 0 | would be +dificult 0 — into at any 
II other object. My daughter has filled up every 
— Fj woid, and your love for Annette alone can thew 
- 1 -you how much 1-love-her. - You will: hardly 
„ believe what obſervations the ſight of a mother 
4 nurſing her child has occaſianed |: it is + folly; 
and it is prudence: it is indiſereet in the mar- 
and my reſt: and yet, notwithſtanding the pre- 
dictions of theſe conjurers, I am in ſuch thriving 
health, that my very looks confound them. I 

\ never was more perfectly well, and: my child 
finds the effects of it: I am cautious of making 
her the continual ſubject of my converſation); 
but 1 do not promiſe myſelf ? that I ſhall always 
be free from that folly—I have none of her 

pretty ſayings to repeat yet, notwithſtanding T 
talk! a good deal about Her: with the marquis, 
and with you, my dear, this might be pardon- . 

able But what is it to indifferent people, WH 
ther ſhe is lively or dull, handſome or ugly? 1 
daily call to mind othoſe tireſome converſations 

| I have heard on ſuch ſubjects, as you muſt re- 
1 member the perſecutions of people at law. All 
333 difference beruren you and mme is, that what 
I remember is entirely loſt upon me. Indulge 


— 


me 


— 
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> eel to nul 
you to it permit me to tell you, chat my daugli- 
f ter ſo perfectly reſembles the fair Annette; thzt 
na ſew years one might take her for herdaugh- 
ter, or, at leaſt, for her ſiſter. You muſt own 
that I could not have choſe a more perfect mo- 
del Heaven grant that ſhe may reſemble her ss 
much in mind as in perſon! Tell me whether 
your- charming daughrer” was very naughty at 
this age: * is ee ſo; ue? is ita 
Ken 116 Wy : | | 1 11 


Bev . deſcribed e dnss | 
1 Victoria, by that in which too many, indeed, 
pol dur ſex are found; and I am very well con- 
vinced that we have more to fear from ſecurity, 
than from vicious inclinations. I have not ſech 

that poor diſſipated woman more than twice ſince 
my lying- in, and always in company with Hen- 
_ Hetta, whom: ſhe keeps in ſight the whole time 

'_ © ſhe is with me. I have loſt the thread of their 

cCionduct, and E ſhall not ſeek to recover it. As 
F can be of no ſervice to theſe unfortunate 
women, ought I not to avoid the chagrin which 
the knowledge of their irregularities would 
give me? My huſband appeared alarmed at 


1 the ſhortneſs of the two viſits. my made me, 
I F 5 and 
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and; at. the indecent. dreſs of: his daughter-in 


1 law. They ſay that ſhe continues to 3 


ceſsful. at play, and by that aneans ſupports her 
extrayagance—lt is clear that Henrietta muſt 
ſhare with her; for I cannot canceive- how her 
huſband ſupplies her with ſuch- expenſive dreſſes, 
as Mr. De Sauyebceuf is not rich. I think 


him extremely imprudent to ſuffer his wiſe to 


keep ſuch company as muſt ruin her in the end: 
it would, certainly, be very unjuſt to accuſe 


him of jealouſy. 


Ons war more concerning my little Lucy ! 


1 ſhall, in due time, take ſuch meaſures a5 


may enable her to avoid the danger you men- 
tioned in your laſt—If it pleaſe God, ſhe ſhall 


not look upon beauty as an object of much 


eſteem. I begin, from this time, to rectify 
my own opinions on that ſubject. I confeſs 


that J have hitherto ſet too great a value on 
that little advantage; and, without the in- 
ſtructions you have given me, I might, poſſibly, 


have fallen into the uſual errour, and ſhould 


| have ſuffered this child to know how very ami- 


able ſhe js: but how ſhall I be able to conceal 
that from her? This, poſſibly, is to anticipate 


too much: 1 n e it: but 
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my only care is to qualiß/ myſelf 
up my. Rates] 1 
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” OU, mlt by my precepts, my A 
marchioneſs, and I by your example. My 
3 father-in-law has given up the ma- 
nagement of his affairs to me, and, like v0, 
am willing to give up a part of my time to them, 
from a perſwaſion that this care is now. become 
a duty, as it is by the permiſſion of Providence 
that the charge has devolved on me. I make 
my daughter my colleague in this buſineſa, as I. 
ſuppoſe ſhe. wl Rand in need of a guide in 
an employment ſo entirely new to her. I find 
her capacity much above my own, in this, as 
well as in other matters. I mention her per- 
fections to you with great freedom, as you will 
obſerve, that T may thereby encourage you to 
conceal nothing from me which may concern 
your little one. Yet I own that you ought to 
be on your guard with reſpect to thoſe who have 
not the ſame intereſt that I have in what relates 
to you, or her. It is an impertinence which 
" ought to be avoided, though I have known 
many ſenſible people that were guilty of it. 
| However, I think it preferable to the other ex- 
treme. 


F 


me Th E. TT TE R 8. 
treme : Women of faſhion ſeem to be aſhamed__ 


of loving their children. Quite à vulgar thing, 
they ſay ! I expected ſuch obſervations as your 


nurſing your child occaſioned. - The example, I, 


= 


however good, will not be followed. You will 
habe a good reaſon to gire the marquis fot 
avoiding late' hours, great entertainments, fre- 
quent excurſions, and your good ſenſe will in- 
firu& you how to manage it. I cannot —_ _ 
of your reſolution to take no notice of the 5 
dück of our friends. There may be many cakes 
in Which your advice would not be rejected, 
and, without obſerving them, you cannot find 
fich occaſions.” I am obliged ty/c6nclude ; the 
marquis de Sainville is not Well, e 
len this moment to anſwer your: letter ; for T 


have not quirted him | theſe two ee ne 
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— 4 We to be ſatisfied. concerning __ 
1 5 | Mr. de Sainville bealth, when St. Fat . f 
1 ſhewed,us/a letter written by his own hand, con- 1 
8s taining his conſent to his intended marriage. -B 
I would not preſume to ſay that he can give out 
s | widow a heart that is entirely diſengaged.- He = 


X bdelieves he eſteems her, and that is all. We are | 
d in hopes that time, and the merit of the lady, 1 
e will do the reſt. He has deſired us to aſſiſt at | 
his marriage, on which occaſion he intends only 
| to have a few people preſent 5 and 1 conſented 
only on condition of having my daughter with 
me, a condition which has not excluded her, 
though, undoubtedly, it will moſt of thoſe who 
ſeem to conſpire againſt my ſolitude. It is an 
abſolute perſecution, but I hope my little whining 
girl will give them. a ſufficient diſguſt, to ber 
mamma, who will love her a thouſand times 
: more if her tears can do her that ſervice. ...... 
| II have. been interrupted by a letter from Ver- 
* | - failles—My God! what doings are here I was 
1 ſtrangely miſtaken when I took Mr. de Sauve- 
boeuf for a pacific huſband— He has ated the 
Vol. Ws... H On __ 
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downright country gentleman, and has carried 


off his wiſe from Victoria, before ſhe could 
foreſee the blow. Henrietta, agreeably to the 


cuſtom of the place where ſhe lived, did not re- 
ar to her friend's houſe 'till four in ine morn- 
ing. Judge of her ſurpriſe to find a chaiſe at 
I door, and to ſee her huſband booted and 
] | ſpurred, who civilly. deſired her to- change her 
_ treſy and be ready to depart i in a quarter of an 
Hour. What! fir!. without permitting me to 

my friends, or- to ſettle my affairs? Do not 


hat chis is the way to make me ill ? I ſhould 
| be ſorry for that, replied he, with the moſt mor- 
tifying calmneſs ; it was purely in conſi deration 


of your health, that J wanted to ſave you. the 


trouble of taking leaye of your friends, which 
might affect you too much, As to the reſt, 


| madam, as you have hardly given me an op- 


portunity to make myſelf known to you, I am 
glad of this to inform you that I am abſolute i in 


my reſolutions —and that no arguments of yours 
can change my opinion. If you are deſitous 
chat 1 ſhould not have recourſe to compulſion, 


obey me chearfully. When Henrietta wanted 

reply. he took her by the arm, and, affifted 
by a new ſervant whom he had hired a few hours 5 

Pee he put ber! into the chaiſe, which * 
0 


. | : 
* : 
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you conſider that I have had no reſt, no ſleep? 


) 
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unknown: but Wherever ſhe ©: is, it i is better than 


if ſue were with Victoria, Who moved Heaven 


and earth, when ſhe heard how ſhe” had been 
carried off, It was Sauyebceuf who took the 
| Pains to inform her of it, by thanking her, in 
an ironical manner, for the leſſons ſhe had given 
His wife. She had no reaſon, he added, to re- 
- the loſs of her labour, as the ſcholar would 
| ſoon have been equal to the miſtreſs, if what he 
owed to his own honour had not forded him to 
Ho ſo e a progreſs. e 
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WAIIE 13 was writing the bt, 2 letter 


POO to me from the enraged hufband. Tou 
hall have a copy of it, madam ; and, though. | 
my heart is torn by the ſufferings of this unfor- 
 *tunate woman, I cannot but thank Heaven for 
fuck a Cataſtrophe, which, undoubtedly, was 


Ar. DE SAUYEBoBUF ts the 1 DE 
 SAINVILLE. fe 1 


© Manan, | 5542 27 or 
"I SET too high 2 value on your ee, 

1 by an untrue account of my conduct 

towards a creature, who neither deſerves to bear. 


* | ny — my 


ay and where he ndutled ber u 


+» 


[3s 2 * * ＋ 1 8 
BE Tae: nor enjoy LET frie Ac It 40 
not till 1 had the moſt Aagrant' prod of the 

irregularity of her behaviour, that I had recourſe | 

to violent meaſures. Excuſe me from entering 
into a detail of what would cover me with ſhame : 
ſuffice it to. tell you, that the proofs were clear 
| . enough t to enable me to obtain a letter de cachet 
1 to confine my worthy ſpouſe in an houſe of 
Penance, from whence ſhe ſhall never return 
while 1 live. My reſentment ſhould not have 
ſtopped chere; the woman that ſeduced her 
ould have felt the effects of it, had not her 
alliance to you reſtrained me. 1 know how 
much I am obliged to you. If my faithleſs 
wiſe had followed your prudent counſels, the 

"would have avoided the precipice from which 

"the fell. Receive as a proof of my ackniow- 

| Jedgment the ſilence I impoſe upon myſelf, with 

regard to all the circumſtances of this unhappy 
affair and believe chat 1 mel ever | retain for 

Fou tl the moſt profound 3 79 | 
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wn, ar can 1 do in this diſtreſsful affair? 
Shall 1 inform Victoria of the danger to which 
mne is expoſed ? Undoubtedly, it is poſſible that 
her confuſion on finding herſelf diſcovered might 
| x bring. her to ä I could wiſh that 1 
1 | — might 
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a moment be permitted to go 5 
ſailles. But ſo precipitate a journey might give 
my buſband ſuſpicions, and I ought to ſpare 
him the painful intelligence IT have received. I 
will endeayour to manage this journey, and 1 
Will not ſend off this letter till I return. I fore-. 
ſee that I ſhall be obliged to put it off for three 
3 or four davs, which, eee will be better: 

in n that time Victoria will have leiſure to make | 

ſuch reflections as may pally poſe) her to LY 
. favourable attention, ' SIS 8 
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2 * wy has my en hoon FRITESS 
Why did I not follow my firſt impulſe. to fly to 
the relief of poor Victoria? Poffibly, then, the 
might have avoided the irrecoverable ſtep the has 
taken. | No<I ſhould have arrived too late 
Really, madam, Iam at a loſs. how to begin a 
relation of the moſſ dreadful misfortunes 
N What a blow to you! What diftreſs to me 1 And 
how will my huſband be able to ſupport ſuch a 
diſgrace ? It was from one of Victoria's women I 
had the information I am about to give you. 
That wretch who had been her confidante, was 
intimidated by the menaces of my huſband; and, 
to obtain e our ur pardon, diſcovered t to us . whole 
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My opinion Was right with regard to the > 
duke He had flattered her vanity, but had not 
reached her heart. It was in the laſt month of 
my pregnancy that ſhe became acquainted with 
the perſon who was to be the fatal cauſe of her 
ruin: As I then ſaw very little of the world, 
this . intrigue was not come to my knowledge; 
moreover, it was carried on under the cover of 
play. The wretch from whom I Tearnt this, 
told me, that her miſtreſs's gallant was an 
Engliſhman of great rank. My huſband, on 
the contrary, believes him to be ſome deſpicable 
Adventurer, who had found out the means of 
living by play. He is a ſine figure, they ſay; 
but, whatever his perſon might be, it is plain 
that he found his way to the heart of poor Vic- 
toria, or, atleaſt, the neceſſity ſhe found for 
| | his ſervices determined her in his favour. This 
man, who. took upon him the name of Mon- 
tagu, had a friend of the ſame ſtamp, to whom 
Henrietta was not diſagreeable. As they played 
in the beſt families, they had frequent opportu- 
nities of. ſeeing our poor friends, and, at firſt, 
expreſſed nothing more than their regards. 
Montagu lived like a man of quality, and called 
himſelf ſon to the duke of that title. Victoria's 
vanity was flattered with this conqueſt ; the two- 
Berens were 3 to her houſe; and the 
Heino E . Young 


” 0 * 31 * N n 
” - ” La 
| 8 
I &-: 
N „ 


© L * 1 * £ 1 TY Tx 
| young marquis wanting a ſüm : of Money, Mon- 
tagu made him an offer of it fo grabiobly, that 
he was ſoon ranked amongſt his beſt frfends. 
Heaven forbid that T ſhould ſufpect any ſcanda- 
lous connivance, I can hardly believe that he 
eould fall fa lo: the public, however, lays it 
to his charge, and it is certain that he has fa- 
eilitated the ruin of Victoria, by receiving theſe 
two men into his houſe, where he invited them 
t6 take up their lodging. The opportunity of 
| ſeeing her every hour in the day, his aſſiduities, 
his attentions, which formed à perfect contraſt 
to the coldneſs and diſdain of the young mar- 
quis, haſtened the defeat of Victoria, who moſt 
probably loved him in good earneſt. 'Fot Hen- 
rietta, I am almoſt ſure chat ſhe only liſtened to 
the chevalier Digby, ſo he called himſelf at 
| eaſt, out of mere indolence. It is probable 
that theſe poor women would not have yielded, 
ſo eaſily, at leaſt, if a conſiderable loſs at play | 


| had not forced them to have recourſe to their 


lovers. Their virtue was the price of this fatal 
favour. Some letters which Mr. De Sauvebbuf 
got from an unfaithful chambermaid, occaſioned 
him to carry off his wife, in the manner I men- 
tioned at the beginning of this letter, and to 
_ write'a very ſevere billet to Victoria, in Which 
de eta to divulge her ſhame The poor 


H4 | woman's 
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| Which ſhe received the moment Sauvebceuf quit- 
ted Verſailles. She-communicated-it to the two 
Engliſhmen ; and, as Digby had a paſſion for 


Henrietta, he no. ſooner diſcovered. that it was 
to the Women of Refuge at Rouen her huſband 


was conducting her, than he determined to carry 


her off. Montagu made the ſame offer to Vic- 


toria, and, undoubtedly, her fear had deter- 
mined her. 


She gave it out in her on family, 
that ſhe. had heard I was dangerouſſy ill, and 


came off attended only by one ſervant, whom 


the left, at Paris; and ordering a chair to be 


5 called, ſhe bade the chairmen ſet her down at 


my houſe: but theſe orders, it is very clear, 
ſhe changed, as we never ſaw her. I know 
not where ſhe joined the two Engliſhmen: but 
we. hear that they came up with Sauvebœuf in 
the foreſt of Pont De Larche, and that Mon- 


tagu perceiving him on horſeback by the ſide of 
the chaiſe, biew his brains out with a -piſtol+ 


ball— The poſtillion was left for dead, and 


could not tell us how Henrietta behaved on 
ſeeing her huſband killed. It is more than pro- 

bable that ſhe loſt no time in tears, and that ſhe 
fallowed, his murderers. ., It was only Yeſterday 
mgming that the: ſervant, being come to him- 


ſelf, could give us any account of ae — 
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pened;- and his intelligenee is ſtill far from being 


perſect; for, as I told you, he had only entered 


that evening into the ſervice of the unfortunate 


Sauvebreuf— The whole Marechauſlce was ſent 


after the fugitives But this ſearch will be vain, 
as they had twenty- four hours advance, and 


money enough to procure a paſſage at any price: IS 
for, beſide the ſums they undoubtedly had along 


with them, they had taken an hundred and fifty 


louis from the poor dead man, and a very fine 
diamond ring that he had, as well as his watch. 


It is happy for us that they robbed him They 
are not known — And the names of the two crea- 
tures have not been pronounced. The buſineſs 
is to ſtop the mouth of Victoria's confidante, 


and her own intereſt will make her keep the 


ſecret : for ſhe was afliſting to the carrying off 


ſome valuable jewels of her maſter's, and ſome ' 


veſſel. of gold was found in her own poſleffion ; 3 


for ſhe was to follow her miſtreſs. You may be 


ſenſible that her life was given her only on con- 
dition of her ſilence, and that ſhe will be con- 


fined as — as the . 


An 1 my friend what a fate for: two > petfitns 
that were ſo dear to us! How could they thus 
at once forget their duty to God, to their huf- 


nn and to their family Fheſe terrible events 
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have affected me ſo much, that I am afraid of 
th nes of they oeca- 
fon. I am alſo afraid for you; and, if I could 
have kept the knowledge of theſe misfortunes 
from you, I ſhould have ſpared your anguiſh : 
| but notwithſtanding our cares, this affair miy 4 
come to 1 2 it is proper that you ſhould 3 
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"LETTER xn. 


uE N ro Ever. 


Dran not flatter myſelf that I ſhould.be * = 1 
1 to write to you any more, my dear friend! 
T he grave has been open for me almoſt; theſe 
four months, and every ſucceeding day ſeemed 
to be the laſt I had to live. Your extreme ſen- 
ſibility on my account has not been concealed 
from me, any more than the unjuſt reproaches 
you gave yourſelf for being the occaſion of my 
death. I own that my difordet might have been 
brought on ſome days ſooner by the terrible ef- 
fect your fatal information had upon me; but 
the malady was of longer ſtanding, and I had 
felt it's effects for ſeveral days before. Ireckoned. 
you amongſt the bleſſngs i it was neceſſary I ſhould _. } 
44 ſacrifice to Providence, and his mercies to me 
un have been fo great as to ſtrengthen my weakneſs 
in ſuch a manner, that I hardly perceived the 
| bitterneſs of theſe ſacrifices. I have, for almoſt 
T a month paſt, been entirely out of danger ; but 
gan ſtill fo weak, that I ſometimes think it im- 
74 poſſible for me to recover. Having thus begun 
my letter with my own hand for your ſatisfac- 
tion, my daughter will proceed to give you 
-- WY ſuch 


wy 


156 L B 7 * B. ER $ ; 
ſuch intelligence as may afford you great conſo- 
lation after r grout ſorrow. 3 


Auxav E to Lover. 3 2 


* ASSURE you, madam, that my y mother 5 


would not have undergone theſe violent agita- 
tions, if I could have directed her; but, un- 


fortunately, - ſhe, was going along the paſſage to 


the when your enormous pacquet ar- 


land it was impoſſible for us to prevail on her 


to deſer reading it. She ſays that ſhe is of the 


ſame nature with thoſe fiſh, that are never good 
but when they are in troubled waters, and that 
her ſickneſs was occaſioned by thoſe agreeable 
ſenſations ſhe was unable to ſupport, becauſe 
the had long been unaccuſtomed to them. I ſend 


vo a copy of the letter which incloſed the 
pacquet, and I am ſure you will join your. tears 


of 


to thoſe I have ſhed while I was wings 1 bite 
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rived; and, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw it was from Eng- 


— Wines 


this attachment was rooted in my heart, and 


11 1 
Olo 3438 3 on 209 16 E 2 3 35 115 dou 


| 401 784 


1. E ren VIII. 


PICTOR 14 To EMERANCE.. 


1 is not on the 7 . remembraitce: of your former 
; kindneſs that I preſume to write to YOU.— 


No: madam | I am ſenſible that every gentler 


ſentiment muſt be abſorbed in that horrour with 


| which you behold my fate. It is in obedience to 


the perſon ' who was, under God, the inftru- 


ment of opening my eyes, that I am prevaited 


upon to give you the hiſtory of my miſconduct, 


and of the juſt chaſtiſement with which it hath 


pleaſed: the divine juſtice to puniſh it. - Poſtibly | 


my declarations of repentance may excite in you 
ſome ſentiments of pity—Poſfibly, Heaven, that 
- ſeems to look upon me with compaſſion, will in- 
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ſpire you to lend your aſſiſting hand to help me 


out of the dreadful abyſs. into which I am fallen, 
and into which the unhappy woman, whom 1 
have led aſtray, ſeems to be plunged without 
proſpect of recovery. I did not diſſemble with 
you, madam, when I wrote to you, ſoon after 


my marriage, that I was determined never to 


quit the path of virtue, - Alas ! I then loved my 


huſband-—But, poor, miſtaken wretch ! I thought 


that 


MN 


WE TT IT ES 4. 
that I could preſerve it by my own power. I 
looked upon it to be compatible with the love of 

pleaſure that poſſeſſed me; and when madam de 
Villeneuve and your letters ſought to undeceive 
me in an errour which brought on my ruin, I 
ſmiled at your fears, and had the temerity to 


treat them as the viſions of devotees, occaſioned 


dy a narrowneſs of mind. I believed myſelf ſu- 
perior to danger, even at the time when I was 
involved in it; and I. did not perceive that am- 


. dation, and a. thouſand other paſſions to which I 


had given myſelf up, bad already extinguiſhed 
in my ſoul the ſenſe of my duty. I am enjoined 
to point. out to you the ſeveral ſteps that led to 
my ruin. I begun with a diſguſt to the duties 
of religion, which I had till then practiſed very 
faithfully.: repentance, and the aſſiduities of 
prayer, grew irk ſome. I ſoon abandoned thoſe 


exerciſes that became every day more difagree- 


able Vet faith, which was not totally ex- 
tinguiſhed, made me tremble, notwithſtanding 
the efforts I made to fly. from it's light; and, 
Hike another Jonas, I ſought to fly from the 
pPreſence of the Lord, which continually purſued 
me. The pernicious converſation of the women 
I became acquainted with, weakened my un- 
dexſtanding, or ſubſtituted falſe lights in it's 
tead Ger. were, repeating, neon that 
| God 


from time to time, I was perp 
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| obſervations, 'drew her into the p 
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God WIS 686 / mefeiftl to puniſh us eternally | 


for purſuing the inclinations he had given us—T 


n to doubt, and the neceſſity there was of 


believing thoſe falſe principles, in order to enjoy 
my pleaſures mere at eaſe, at laſt convinced me. 
| My Faith was gone, or, at leaſt, it had. retired 


into ſome obſcure receſs of my ſoul: and as, 
xed with impor- 
tunate attacks of conſcience,” I added diſſipation 
to diffipation, to ſtifle thoſe compunctions which 
are loſt upon ſueh as are determined not to profit 
by them. I told you that my faith was gone; 


but I was deceived. I know that it was fil 
very powerful, when, to fulfill the precept, it 
vas 'neceffary to attend the facraments -I was 
ſeized with horrour at the idea of ſuch à profi- 


nation, and I hurried out of the church, where 1 


bad appeared only to deceive the world by a 


feint of Chriſtianity. Alas ! the wretched Hen- 


rietta refuſed to follow my example ; à falfe re- 


ſpect for the opinion of the world, the fear of its 
and, ſince that fatal moment, her remorſe was 


gone. That woman, whom I had dragged, as 
it were, with violence, into the paths of vice, 


marched firmly along, and was the firft to di- 


cule thoſe remains of terrour; which akarmel! 
me at the ſight of certain meaſures. I withown = 


to 


/ 
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to you, madam; her obduracy frightened me. I 
made ſome efforts to repent, but they were too 
feeble; and, harraſſed with the repeated attacks 
of remorſe, I ſhut my eyes againſt the conſe - 
quences of my erimes. Shall I tell you, madam; 


and can I live to write it! My firſt fall Was 


not the effect of weakneſs I did not love the 


duke, and if I yielded to his deſigns, it was to 


force Heaven to abandon me by this new offence. 
The inconſtancy of my lover did not affect me 
much, and, perceiving that he had an inclina- 
tion for Henrietta, I had the baſeneis to ſollicit 
her in his favour, and was encouraged in vice 


by the facility with which ſhe gave into it. If 
I had any attention to decency, it was. not. ſo 
much in regard to reputation, the care of which 
I conſidered as a weakneſs, as to give me greater 
importance in the eyes of the men, whom I 
wiſhed to pleaſe in general. I had never yet 


loved any : Montagu found a way to my heart. 


1 never ſaw any thing ſo handſome: He was re- 
ported to be the ſon of an illuſtrious family, 'and 


his fortune large; and that I might enjoy an op- 


band, and to render himſelf neceſſary to his 


pleaſures. You know not, madam, all the 
baſbneſs of the man to whom I was: married ; 


is. * FR, and 


portunity of ſeeing him without conſtraint, * 
engaged him to forin a connection with my huſ- 


* R * — — 
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marquis were much above his income. His 
eſtate was entailed, which alarmed his ereditors; 
and they were no longer willing to ſupply his 
extravagance Montagu offered him a reſource, 


tions, that he engaged him to take up his lodt - 

ings with us. Our houſe became a gulf that 
ſwallowed up many fortunes, and the ran we 
held removing all ſuſpicions, every day brought 
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and the intereſt of madam de-Villeneuve obliges 
me to diſcover it. The expences of the young 


which he ſeized with avidity, and he taught him 
an infallible method of gaining conſtantly at 
play. It was to obtain the opportunity of pro- 
fiting by his leſſons, and to make his ack na]. 
ledgments for the obliging offer of his jnftruc+ 5 


us new dupes. I had, at firſt, a great averſion 


to uſing artifice at play. But, by degrees; the 
want of money, of which I was as laviſh as 


water, prevailed upon me to ſtiſle thoſe ſenti - 
ments of honour which roſe up in oppoſition to 


ſnch meanneſs. Vice reconciled me to my un- 


worthy huſband ;; not that he had ſacriſiced his 
miſtreſſes to me Our union was merely exter- 


nal, and ſerved as a cloak to my irregularities, 


he had too much occaſion for the talents of Mon- 


tagu to object to his diſgrace. I Was alarmed | 
ta find myſelf pregnant: Montagu only. laughed : 
TI. did not doubt but the manga = 
1 1 would 
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would agree to paſs for the father,” MIV hilband 
appeared in a tranſport of joy on this occaſion, : 


and promiſed to agree to every thing, upon one 
— Ah AHI ad) 5 me hit 


I oven to tell you that the marquis, in 
appearance, ſo obedient to the pleaſure of his 
reſpectable father always looked upon his mar- 
riage with the utmoſt diſtraction; the pregnancy 
of Luey had doubled it, and he had vowed her 

ruin. His intention was to draw me into his 
villainous projects ; and my preſent condition, 
Which rendered me more abſolutely dependent 
on him, made him hope that I eould not refuſe 
to aid his horrid ſchemes—He told me, that he. 
had in vain endeavoured to render the virtue of 

his mother-in-law ſuſpected, and that the un- 
fucceſsfulneſs of this meaſure had made her de- 
ſtruction more difficult, as a chambermaid; on 

whom he depended, had been obliged to quit 

the houſe. I was to ſupply thoſe means that 
this woman would have afforded him; and, on 
the occaſion of my lying- in, and the baptiſm of 
my child, he was in hopes of deſtroying Luey 
and her daughter.— Ah! madam! depraved as 
m heart had been, it could not yield to a erime 
like this, and I was unable 2 hor- 
* "a rour 
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tout with which it had inſpired me. The mar- 
quis was in ſuch a rage, that be treated me with 
the utmoſt cruelty, and, poſſibly, my life wauld 
have been in danger, had not my lover reſcued 
me out of his hands, by promiſing to bring me 
over to his deſires. This was not his intention; 
but, had he given into this plot, the horrour 
with which I looked upon it, would have in- 
duced me to make ſufficient efforts to detach my- 
ſelf from him; for I muſt do myſelf the juſtice 

to ſay, that the proſpect of the moſt cruel death 
would not have been capable of making me even 
think of ſuch a crime. I have ſince learnt that 
—_— having reaſons for quitting France, 
__ and wiſhing to carry me off with him; was not 
E ſorry to find me under a neceſſity of flying from 
my villainous huſband. But he wanted to wait 
till I was diſencumbered of the charge that F 
bore. By Henrietta's being carried off, his 
meaſures were broken. Digby, enraged to ſee - 
his prey ſnatched from him, reſolved to periſh, 
or ſave her from the. puniſhment that Sauvebœuf 
intended for her. He went to Henrietta's lodg+ 
ings, and having learnt from a domeſtic the ſe- 
veral circumſtances that had paſſed, and that 
her huſband was conducting her to Rouen, he 
_ - prefſed Montagu to join him in reſcuing her 
pretend not to excuſe my flight by my averſion. 
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to a crime which would have precluded Ra 
fibility of a return to virtue. It is certain, that 
if L had not been, in ſome meaſure, forced to 
fly from the vengeance of the marquis, nothing 


elſe could have induced me to it; but I ſaw no- 
: thing: before me but either the moſt. horrible 


crime, or the alternative of death. ij therefore 


- ruſhed headlong into the danger, not without 


ſhedding. abundance of tears. Montagu took 
into his poſſeſſion a large ſum of gold, and my 
jewels; and all this was done with ſo much ex- 
pedition, that we were in trace of Sauvebœuf 


: beſore ſix in the morning. As Digby knew the | 


roads, he conducted us in ſuch a manner, that 
we ſhould not join Sauvebceuf till he came into 
a wood,” which was moſt convenient for the 


execution of their; wicked deſign—For my own 


part, madam, I was abſolutely ignorant of it, 


| and they made me go before with a ſervant in a 
very cloſe chaiſe. I was not at fo great a diſ- 


tance, however, but I heard the ſhot that killed 


poor Sauvebœuf and his poſtillion, A few mi- 


nutes after, 8 faw, * chaiſe approach, out of 
Which they took Henrietta, WhO had fainted | 


away. They placed her by me, who was not 


12 a much better condition; and having put the 
horſes of her chaiſe to ours, we went off 
0 d. expedit PM. vou may imagine was 
2811 0 nece 


Her inſenſibility « offended me—T reproached her 
with it, and ſhe only loaded me with reproaches, 


his valet de chambre DE with: orders to provide | 
ir veſſel at any rate We found-it ready at day- 


break; for we had travelled all night. Hen 5 


rietta, by this time, was conie to herſelf, and 
mmhewed leſs concern about the murder of her 
5 huſband, than joy to find that ſhe had eſcaped 


the priſon with which he had threatened her. - 


in her turn. ' Undoubtedly, I deſerved them. 1 


had dug the pit into which ſhe had fallen, yet 
that did not prevent my being highly offended 


at the manner in which ſhe expreſſeg herſelf, 


Our common danger could hardly reconcile us, 
and even that reconciliation. was but external. PLS 


In the mean rime, the fatal veil that vice had. 
thrown over my eyes, begun to open itſelf ; : 


though I had ſpared no pains to harden, myſelf * 


againſt the conſequences of death, I was ſeized 


with terrour when I. found myſelf in a poor boat, 
which certainly could not have reſiſted the leaſt 
: tempeſt. I looked back ſome moments to thoſe | 


happier . days, when, faithful to my duty, the 


proſpect of eternity had nothing dreadful in it. 
Theſe reflections coſt me ſome ſighs, - and made 


me pronounce involuntarily ſore ſuch expreſſions 


N God, have 'pity on me 0 Heaven! 
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i eſſect; my crimes were too great to hope for 
; pardon, and my ut fortunate paſſion. for Mon- 

tagu made me conſider any efforts to leave 
| him as vain, Vet there were moments when I 
| Had ſome inclination to attempt it; and had 1 
t 1 been aſſiſted, poffibly, from that time T ſhould 


due renounced the crime, though I had no 
i _ hopes of obtaining pardon. Henrietta hurt me 
dy che air of ſatisfaction that appeared on her 
Ft countenance; and my dejection, which ſhe con- 


( Kfideredas a reproach, ſer her heart ägainſt the. 

| '4 On our arrival in London we took ſepatate lodg- 

38 ings; and I ſaw her no more. Shame and con- 
; fuſion, as well as my ignorance of the language, 
. induced me to quit the houſe which Montagu 
| had left to me, under pretence of being obliged 

dc be at the houſe of the duke his father. I had 

| 1 © 1 no opportunity to come at the truth ef this, as 

Cf T could only explain my wants by figns Af! 


madam ! in this ſituation I drank the bitter cup 
Of iniquity to the dregs: Ver this was but 2 pre. 


Jude to my misfo landlady it 
hired a French ſerving maid to be my T 


ter, I learnt from her that the duke had but one 
ſon 1 London; chis . 
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a ieren, who had taken upon him a falſe 
"= 1 could not help reproaching him; and, 
whether he was affronted, or diſguſted at me, 
he had already formed a deſign of abandoning 
me. He had the cruelty not only to put his de- 
ſign i in execution, but to rob me of every thing I 
Had; and that at a time when I was expecting, 
every moment, to being inte the world the un- 
bappy fruit of my erime. The woman with 


whom 1 lodged, who was one of thoſe people 


who afford their protection to vice only in pro- 


portion to the profits they experience from it, 
told me, with a hard face, that ſhe had been in- 
formed J was not the wife. of Mr. Cowper (the 


name my perfidious lover had aſſumed) that het 


| houſe was not a place of reception for women of 


my character, and that I muſt quit it immedi- 


_ ately, I threw myſelf at her feet, and intreated 


that ſhe would allow me but a corner of a gar- 


ret *till, I was brought to bed; but nothing could 
move her ſavage heart. Her maid had more hu- 


manity; ſhe conducted me to a very remote 
Part, inhabited only by poor people, and gave 


me half a guinea, which was all that the had. 
I had one louis left, and I flattered myſelf that 


theſe two ſums would defray the expence of my 
. J was ſo ill attended, and fo totally 


ver bing, that I did nor ching de 


expences 
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E eaſily be diſpenſed with, and ſhe would not call 


co do the office myſelf; and the water in which 
| *he — was eee ee; = 
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expences would amount to helf of what L had: 


but che harpy, who let me a garret and à vile 
bed, brought me in a bill of aue guiniess; und; 
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1 HAVE | ſaid FORTS, e of my mia 


choly refleQians on beholding the unhappy child 


1 had brought into the world. I thought I could 
not look upon it with any affection, and I con- 


ſented to the propoſal of my landlady to expoſe 


It Alas! no ſooner was it in my arme, than 
it found it's way to my heart. I baptiſed it 
with my own hand, for it was very weak, and 


the poor wretch who delivered me would not 
deign to do it that ſervice, but told me, that, 
when I went out, I might carry it to church if 


I pleaſed: . My landlady had no idea of the 
manner in which it was neceſſary to adminiſter 
this ſacrament, which, in her opinion, might 


in a Romiſh prieſt, I was, therefore, obliged 


ſooner had I ho as kde God. _ 


it became dear to me, and I would; not. fuffer it 
to he expoled. 1 . . after I had 


| baptized 


= 
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beptigndi it, as it mother in a double capacity, 


and that the ſacred ceremony was an engage 
ment into which I had entered with Heaven, to 


bring it up in the Faith of it's Parents. I 
had now lain in a month: I intreated my land- 


lady to allow me that time to pay her. . I re- 
i | ſolyed to carry my child to Montagu, and to 
move him by the ſight of the innocent, in order 


to obtain ſome relief; if he continued inflexible, 
I was determined to throw myſelf at the feet of 
Henrietta, who, they ſaid, lived in a ſplendid 
manner. I ſhould not, in conſideration of my 
own neceſſities, have degraded myſelf ſo much 
But my child Vain projects! The evening 
before I was to have gone out, I received an £ 


information which chilled me with terrour, and 


deſtroyed all my hopes. My landlady, who was 
the daughter of a Frenchwoman, had invited 
me to come down from my garret, in order to 
try my ſtrength; and the hope of being paid 
the next day had put her in good humour. She 
invited me to eat with her, and even forced me 
to it, for in the wretched ſituation to which 1 


was reduced, I had hardly courage to think of 


prolonging my life, which, indeed, I only ſup- 
ported in pity to my child. While we were at 


dinner, the maid ſervant, hom I have already 


mentioned, came in haſtily, and deſired me to 
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ao prick how having ſomething to ſa} to · me. ” 


I thought there was no misfortune which I had 


yet to fear, as I had, already, in my own opi- 
nion, experienced the worſt. I trembled, not- 
withſtanding, and expected ſome diſtreſsful ſtory 
— Nothing could be more ſo— Montage, his 
friend, and the wretched Henrietta, bad been 
ſeized that morning, and dragged to prifon 
The object of my paſſion had been ſteward to a 


mitted ten years ago, and this Jady reſided ſixty 


miles from London, he had flattered himſelf that 


he was ſecure. Unfortunately for him, his mif- 


treſs having come to town upon ſome buſinefs, 
and recollecting him at firſt ſight, had him ſeized, 
together with Digby, his accomplice in the 


theft. Henrietta was taken up on ſuſpieion, as 


2 wretch who might have been an aecomplice in 


other crimes, by which, it was ſuppoſed, they 
had enriched themſelves; for they made a con- 


ſiderable figure. The girl who told me this 
terrible affair, adviſed me to fly, if I knew-my- 


ſelf guilty, and concluded with excuſing herſelf 


niſhed-as/ = party in this bad-affair, When he 
was gone, and L was left to myſelf, I faw at 


- 6:58 elated Thad 46 ſaffer for the future. 
| My 
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My diſtraction overcame me, and, raifi " my 
tiands and eyes to Heaven, I took a knife, de- 
termined at once to put an end to my own mif- 
ſfortunes, and thoſe of the innocent creature for 
whom I had been willing to live. I Had given 
ãt che laſt kiſs, and raiſed the hand of parricide=- | 


At that fatal moment, it opened it's eyes, and 


ſeemed to fix them on me The knife dropped 


„5 _ - #ot# my hant=I fell on my knees, without 


knowing what T did, and almoſt fmothered the 
child with kiſſes. My landlady ſurpriſed me in 
this fituation ; ſhe was accompanied by a well 
looking man, who, ſhe ſaid, was the owner of 
the houſe, and came to ſeek his rent. He ſtarted 
back with horrour at fight of the fatal inſtru- 
ment of my deſpair, which ſtill lay by me, and 
ſeemed to be affected by my diſtreſs. I will be 
anſwerable for this woman's rent, ſaid he to my 
lendlady, and I will give you an acquittance for 
it. After this he kindly intreated me to riſe, 
and putting two guineas in my hand, he left 
me, ſaying that T ſhould hear from him. I am 
perſwaded' that I owed this firſt relief only to 
the humanity of this man; but my countenance, 
_ madam, bore the characters of debauchery, and 
ſeemed to convey into the hearts of thoſe who 
ſaw me, the corruption of my own: He came 
to ſee me the following days, and I had the 
| 1 2 misfortune 
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poſed, if I were at liberty, to marry me. As 
the woman with whom I: lodged: had no know 


ledge of my affairs, he took me for what, indeed, 


I was, a wretch that had become a mother at 


the expence of virtue, and that | ſhould receive 
on my knees the offer that he made me. His 
paſſion did not vaniſh upon hearing that I was 


married, and he propoſed to ſecure me a genteel 


= ſubſiſtence, if I would receive him in the cha- 
racter of a lover. The ſight of my infant added 

new force to the temptation, and it is aſtoniſh- 

ing that, after the crimes I had committed, I 


ſhould refuſe to be guilty of one which was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for my ſupport. It was thou, 


O my God, that gaveſt me fortitude at that mo- 


ment, and didſt ſtrengthen in my ſoul the diſ- 
guſt it had conceived at vice! My lover, who, 
though wealthy, was not a gentleman, having 


loſt the hope of prevailing with me by kindneſs, 
determined to reduce me by terrour. I owed 


him twelve guineas ; he ordered me to be ar- 
reſted, and I was dragged with ignominy to a 
place which I cannot recolle& without horrour. 


It was a low room, and ſo damp, that, before 
- 4g been there three hours, my cloaths were 


| The latticed windows were without ow | 
day and a north wind "ſucceeding t the rain, I 


* ; | was 
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— ſtiff with Gold; that 1 was unable to move. 
My only fociety in this dungeon was two 
women, one of whom was to be hanged the 
firſt ſeſſion, and the other tranſported. As to 
furniture, there was none, not even a wiſp of 
ſtraw to lye upon. I put my child within my 
waiſtcoat, and took refuge in a corner the leaſt 
expoſed to the wind, I was driven from thence 
by my two companions,” who called me the 
| French b——h ; that was all I underſtood of 
the abuſive language with which they treated 
me. In the evening they drank plentifully of 
gin, which put them in good humour; they of- 
ſered me ſome, and when I made them under- 
ſtand by ſigns that I did not love it, they gave 
me a morſel of bread, which 1 devoured, for I 
had not eat for the ſpace of four-and-twenty 
hours—T did not ſleep during the whole night, 
and in the morning, when I would have dreſſed 
my child, it's beauty ſoftened the favage wretches 
They careſſed it, and ſent for a kind of broth, 
made with bread, which it eagerly eat up, for 
my milk had failed; and for three days, that 
4 they continued in this cell, I had nothing to 
ſubſiſt on but what they gave me. They were 
then removed, to ſuffer according to their ſen- 
tence, of which I had only had a ſuſpicion: ſhe 
nnn be tranſported having told me, by 

N SY | _ 


r oo - 


A ſigns, that her companion would be hanged; + 


a * 
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was ſtruck with horrour. I cannot ſay that my 
condition, however dreadful it muſt have ap- 
peared to me, was more painful than thoſe I had 
already experienced. No — madam ; my re- 
pentance became ſo ſtrong, that it engaged me 
to ſubmit without a murmur, I ſtood in need 
of a ſtrength ſuperiar to my. own, to enable me 
to bear the laſt miſery I was deſtined to ſuffer.. 


Ihad not been more than half an hour alone, 


when a woman was brought into my cell-in a 
-fwoon. It is impoſſible for words, madam, to d- 
ſcribe what I felt, when I perceived this woman 
to be the wretched Henrietta, She had been 


_ diſcharged at the ſame time that Montagu and 


Digby were condemned, and the knowledge the 


| had of the crimes of the latter being unable to 


alienate her affection, ſhe had not left him till 


the moment of his departure for execution, and 
upon bidding him the laſt adieu, ſhe had fainted 


away. Thoſe who had brought her to this. 
place begun to give me a better idea of the hu- 
manity-of the Engliſh, than I had hitherto con- 


. ceived; and, indeed, I had as yet ſeen nothing 


more than the dregs of the people. They af- 
lifted my wretched companion with all the marks 


af tender compaſſion ; and, while each was. try- Þ 
ing ig. recover her with falts, a woman, toler- 


ably 


, 
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ably: aalled, having approached me, as I was 
_weeping on my knees, made ſigns to me to give 
her my child, or, rather, took it out of my 
arms, and careſſed it much. At the ſame time 
ſhe ſaid ſomething to the turnkey ; - who brought 
a large bundle of ſtraw, for which ſne paid 
him. While I was in that place of horrour, I 
did not endeavour to make myſelf underſtood, 

any more than to enquire into the fate of my 
companions in guilt; I ſuppreſfed a curioſity 
which might have been prejudicial to myſelf, 
and of no ſervice to them. At the fight of the 
dying Henrietta all my prudence foriok me, 
and, without refleting on the terrible conſe- 
quences that the acknowledgment of an ac- | 
quaintance with her might bring upow me, I 
made ſuch grievous complaints, that it was eaſy | 
to ſee how much I was connected with that un- 
fortunate creature, She who held my child was 
moved, and aſked me in French, if I knew 
that woman. Ah! madam! anſwered I, with 
folded hands, ſhe is one of my beſt friends, and 
was not born, any more than myſelf; to ſuffer- 
ings like theſe—I could ſay no more — Henrietta 
opened her eyes, and F was the firſt object whom © 
ſhe perceived. My poſture, the tears that T 
| thed, perſwaded her that it was my compaſſion 
* her thidK#tancs which had brought me to 
1 14 this 
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this priſon. She was moved, * offering me 


her hand, 1 fell upon her neck, and bathed it 
with my tears. In the midſt of my agonies I 
perceived that this pitiable ſcene had touched the 
ſpectators. One of the men that had aſſiſted to 
bring in Henrietta, told her, wiping. off, the 
tears, to take courage, for that ſhe was inno- 


cent; and aſked me if I were accuſed of any 
crime — Alas! anſwered I, my confinement here 


is only for debt; yet ...... I was going to ſay 


that I deſerved it; but the fear of loſing the 


com paſſion of thoſe people withheld me. The 


woman that held my child hearing that I owed. 
no more than twelve guineas, told me, that ſhe. 


would go to her miſtreſs, who was a very cha- 


Z ritable lady ; and that ſhe hoped I ſhould. not 
ſleep in that place. I have learnt ſince that, this 
jady, who does many. charitable things, had 


ſent this chambermaid with alms to the priſoners, 
and, being told that I did not ſpeak a word of 


Engliſh, ſhe had the curioſity to ſee me. She 


brought us ſome victuals, and left us with a 


promiſe of aſſiſtance. They told her that I alone 


was detained, and that Henrietta was at large; 
but my companion ſignified that ſhe had a mind 


to ſtay ſome hours with me; and they left us 
together. When theſe were all gone, a man 


came up to . and aſked me if I we a French 


refugee :. 
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kefügts: no, ſir, anſwered I, we are adit 
Catholics He went out with ſome: others, but 
he only followed them a few paces, and ſoon 

returned; for my wretched cell was open to a 
little court, whither I was told I might walk, 

and I was not ſhut up. One of the turakeys, 
to whom he gave ſomething,” brought us three 

chairs, and this worthy man invited us to fit 
down. I defired that I might be permitted to 
converſe alone with my unhappy companion, 
and was going to beg that he would leave us, 
when he informed us, that he had the honour to 

be a prieſt, and that, in the ſame quality, he 

offered us all the conſolation and aſſiſtance which 

depended on his miniſtry. Ah! fir, ſaid T, 4 
would to Heaven that I were once more in a ca- 
pacity of profiting by what you offer: but there 

are erimes from which there is no recovery, and 

mine are of ſuch a nature that I cannot hope 
for mercy. Reſerve your cares and your zeal 
for this lady—She is a thouſand times leſs culp- 
able than I, who was the cauſe of her ruin. 

Heaven, undoubtedly, will conſider her weak- 

neſs; and could I ſee her return to the paths of 

virtue, which are ever precluded to me, methinks | 

I ſhould not be quite ſo miſerable. The zeal 
1 of the good erclefiaſtic was awakened while he 

_ me; and he painted the divine mercies in 
mm 38 8 : ſuch. 
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ſuch lively colours, that he excited in my fout 


the principle of hope. I threw myſelf. at his 


feet, and would, at that moment, have made a 
confeſſion of all my crimes; but he defired me 


to. defer it till ſome calmer hour, Henrietta 
appeared to be affected, and promiſed our Ana- 
nias to follow his counſels: ſhe was certainly 
Nncere: and the eccleſiaſtic having left us; after 


giving us his addreſs, and promiſing to ſee me 
the day following, I took as much pains to con- 
firm- my unhappy friend in her good reſolutions, 


as Thad before done to ruin her. But the ſalu- 


tary truths with which I endeavoured to impreſs 
her, by proceeding. from impure lips, loſt all 


their force, The impreſſion they made upon 
her was but momentary, and too feeble to fup- 


port her under that ſtrong temptation ſhe was 


about to undergo. The chambermaid who had 


been ſo much affected by our ſituation, upon 
going out of the priſon, met with an old gentle- 
man, to whom ſhe had been houſekeeper. She 
was ſo full of what ſhe had ſeen, that ſhe gave 


him a very pathetic deſcription of it—The old 


debauchte imagined, that women reduced to 
ſuch mifery, would come to a gbod agreement; 


and immediately went to the houſe of a widow 
' who was devoted to his pleaſures, and told her 


his inclinations, * his woman, whoſe looks 
were 


# 
2 
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were very deceitful, came to the priſon about 
noon; under a. protence of bringing us ſome re- 
Heft —— us attentively, 
and I attributed this to the mere curioſity na- 
tural in ſuch eircumſtances. Happily for me, 
my many ſufferings had altered that beauty which 
had been ſo fatal to me: for, alas! I might, 
poffibly, have been as weak as Henrietta. It 
was my poor friend whom ſhe thought- capable 
of pleaſing the man whoſe agent ſhe was; and, 
artfully diſguiſing her motives, ſhe told her that 


had ordered her to offer her an aſylum. I have 
obſerved that this woman had an air of modeſty 
very capable of impoſing on you; and her con- 
verſation was fo chaſte, and fo cireumſpect, 
that people of more art than we might have been 
deceived, I, therefore, adviſed Henrietta to 
embrace fo kind an offer, and I took no other 
precaution than to deſire that the woman would 
give me her name, and her addreſs—This ſhe 
did, without any difficulty, and I had- no ap- 
Prehenſions that ſhe would deceive me, by giving 
me a falſe name. Some hours after, the cham- 
[ bermaid came, and told me that I was at liberty; 
£ and that, beſides the debt, it had coſt her miſ- 
treſs three louis to diſcharge the gaol-fees. As 1 
5 was extremely weak, ſhe took a hackney coach, 
I 6 and 


a French lady, touched with her misfortunes, _ 


— 


. me to the houſe: of _ h 
my deliverer. 
pany that was with her, came into the chamber 
to which I had been conducted, and aſked me 
if I was capable of working: L anſwered” her 
that I knew very well how to make linen; upon 
which ſhe promiſed to ſee me again, and to ſup- 


ply me with. work. She took my child, was 
ſtruck wick. i it's beauty, and deſired me to truſt 

her with: 1 it a little. She took it to the com- 
pany; and of fifteen perſons, of which it con- . 


ſiſted, there was not one that did not contribute 
2 guinea She brought me this ſum, and, having 


ordered her chambermaid te ſeek me out a little 
lodging, took leave of me. I ſay nothing to 


you of my acknowledgments; my tears ex- 
Pr eſſed more than my words yet it was not 
gratitude alone that cauſed them to flew: the 
generoſity of this lady and her friends made me 


recollect the ſhameful uſe that I had made of 


riches. What would have become of me, if 


every heart had been as hard as my own ? When 


I was alone in my apartment, my fizſt emotion 
was the regret of being. ſeparated from Hen- 


rietta, | with whom I would freely have divided 
the little ſum I had received. Guilty as I was, 
I dared to aſk for her, as well as for myſelf, the 


grace of repentance, and I paſſed the reſt of the 


This lady, leaving a large PRO 
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- dun in that exerciſe. Ah! madam! how great „ 


are the divine [:mmercies !” my offended God 
deigned to give me comfort. I thought I heard 


an inward voice which aſſured me of pardon, 


and at the ſame time I was touched with ſuch 
a liyely repentance of my faults, that my heart 
ſeemed ready to burſt. Though ſleep had been 
long baniſhed from my eyes, I could not reſolve 
to ceaſe praying, in which I found a thouſand 
times more delight than I had ever taſted in the 
pleaſures of the world. At length, exhauſted 
nature failed, and I was forced to give ſome 


_ - hours to reſt. The next day, in the morning, 


] haſted to the eccleſiaſtic, who had given me 
his addreſs, and depofited in his boſom that 
enormous weight with which I had ſo long been 
- opprefſed. He was the only perſon to whom 1 
declared my name and my quality. My reſpect 
for my family, and ſtill more for that into which 
I had the honour to be admitted, impoſed a 
ſilence upon me which I had never nn not 
even to "y — | 


I cOMMPNICATES to my confeſfor what 
bad happened to Henrietta, as I thought it my 
duty, and he promiſed me to ſee her the ſame 
day. Having ſet myſelf at eaſe in this reſpect, 
I employed the reſt of the day in prayer, wait- 


LETTERS 
ing for the moment when lady G would 
ſend. for me. This was abeut three, and I found 
Some cloaths, for this purpoſe, were redeemed 


out of the hands of my landlady ; and my miſer- 


able vanity had ſuggeſted ta me, that, by making 

an agreeable appearance in the eyes of this lady, 
I ſhould. have greater conſequence with her. 
The thought ſtruck me with horrour--An infa · 
maus creature, ſuch as. I was, had a great right 
to conſequence! I was conſcious that I merited 

the contempt and averſion of every creature, 
and, methought, I ſhould have ſome fatisfation 
in ſeeing myſelf expoſed ta it. Notwithſtanding = 
the diſorder of my cloaths, it was eaſy to ſee 
that they had been fine, and that a common 
perſon. could not wear ſuch. My lady obſerved 


- this, and, in her great humanity, was cautious 
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of aggravating, by an aſſuming conduct, the 
ſufferings of a woman who ſeemed to be above 
her preſent condition. She obliged me to ſit 
down, and, having ordered her chambermaid to 
withdraw, ſhe aſked me, in a very kind manner, 
who I was. Pleaſed to find this opportunity of 
doing myſelf juſtice, I did not heſitate a moment 
to anſwer—Madam, I am a wretch whom you 
ought not to ſuffer in your preſence, and whom, 
if you, _ you would obſerve with horrour. 
5 
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It was Lies which fit redueed me to the dreadfuł 
ſituation: from which- your charity reſcued me 
and my offences are ſuch as oblige me to conceal 
my name, that I may not diſgrace thoſe to whom 
I have the honour. to belong My tears flowed: 
in abundance, not from any diſtreſs occaſioned 
by chat humiliating confeſſion, but from being 
reduced to ſuch a condition that I could not 
make any other anſwer conſiſtently with truth. 
This lady, far from revolting at the cauſe of 
my misfortunes, made it her endeavour to com- 
fort me, and aſked me if I had no reſource on 
| the- part- . of - my relations. Jam almoſt ſure; . 
anſwered I, of the indulgent charity of a mother- 
in-law, who was once my friend;. and whoz. 
though young as myſelf, has preſerved her virtue- 
untainted amongſt the great. I had, alſo, a 5 
friend, who, undoubtedly, would not refuſe 


| me her aſſiſtance: but how ſhall I wound their 


hearts by a recital of my crimes? Alas! con- 
tinued I, mingling tears with my complaints 
They know them but too well, and now, per- 
haps now, they ſink under the miſery that my 
flight has occaſioned—You muſt give them con- 
ſolation, in this reſpect, ſaid lady G. , Your © 
Tepentance- appears to be ſo ſincere, that it muſt 
compel them to think tenderly of you, and Iadviſe 
you to write to them, But, whatever meaſures 
1 you 
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you may think of, waa as Con- 
ſider what may be moſt convenient, and rely 


upon my credit, and my fortune. Inſtead of 
making any anſwer to this lady, I fell on my 


4 knees, and addreſſed my thanks to the Divine 


Being for affording me an aſylum—1 afterwards 


ſures I could take would be to go into a houſe 
of penance, where I might expiate my faults ; 
that only one thing prevented this, and that was 
the eare of my child, which I could not reſolve 


to abandon. I demanded ſome days to take my 


reſolutions, and that I might have time to con- 
ſult my confeſſor. I faw him next day; and he 
told me that he had paſſed the whole day before 


in ſeeking Henrietta, and that the woman who 


had left her name with me was entirely unknown 
in the part ſhe had mentioned. As there was 


no doubt but that ſhe meant to be unknown, it 


gave us the worſt opinion of her intentions, and 


1 was ificonſolable in my ignorance of her fate, 
and of the freſh perils to which ſhe might be 


expoſed. Chance, at length, diſcovered her to 


us, about four days ago: ſhe has left the wretch 
who wanted to ſeduce her, yet ſhe refuſed to be 
with me. She has money enough left to ſup- 
port her for ſome time. She aſſures me that ſhe 


| will = Fender than return to a vicious life; but 


that, , 


that, as it is i FRI for her to — to 
France, on account of the murder of her huſ- 
band, ſhe muſt endeavour to ſettle in England. 
llearnt that ſhe had a very good lodging, and 
pee received the viſits of the old gentleman be- 
| | fore mentioned; I thought, too, I could per- 
ceivye that ſhe did not deſpair of drawing him in 
to marry her; and if ſhe ſucceeds, what will 
become of her ee N r en 
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8 Sib is the. narrative I have been 
5 compelled to give you: if I had any reluctance 
to it, it was not becauſe I feared to increaſe, 
your averſion to me No: you cannot deſpiſe 
me ſufficiently, and I freel) y ſubmit to the con- 
tempt I have deſerved. What I am afraid of is 
your ſenſibility, as well as that of madam de 
Villeneuve. Could I, without affecting that, 
make myſelf known for what I am to the whole 
world, I would do it with pleaſure. The younger 
part of my ſex might learn, from my example, 
the conſequences of diffipation, and the love of 
pleaſure. But, once more, I ſay, the honour 
of the family of Villeneuve conſtrains me to be- 
wail my conduct in ſecret—Aſſiſt me, madam, , 
to do this Oh ! that your charity could extend 
ſo far as to take care of my unfortunate child, 
I would fly to one of thoſe aſylums deſtined for 
| „ 


— 
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. leception of creatures like myſelf; and 1 
chould think my life too ſhort to bewail and de- 
teſt my crimes, and to make atonement by the 
ſevereſt penitence. Implore the divine mercy for 
this grace, and accept the ſacrifice F make yo 

for hn Wk * * 


E MERANC E in continuation. 


IT SHALL RY add" one: word more, my 
dear friend! This verifies the divine deelaration, 
that publicans and ſinners go inte the kingdom 
df Heaven ſooner than we. Victoria is a miracle 
of mercy; I would freely give my life to find 
Henrietta in the fame diſpoſitions. I will write 
to them as ſoon as my ſtrength: will enable me; 
but, probably, I ſhall firſt receiv eee : 
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LUCY 70 EMERANCE. 


70 UR dear Annette had good. reaſon to | 
tell me that I ſhould not reſtrain my tears 


en. eats the letter from Victoria. What a. 


fall! What a reformation | Alas! we can na: 
longer hope the ſame grace for her unhappy buſ= 
band -A violent death has ſnatched him away 
in the midſt of his wild career We are aſſured, 


| howeyer, that, in his dying moments, he ſhewed: 


ſome tokens of repentance to a prieſt who hah 


been called in, and who gave him abſolution. I 


endeavour to believe myſelf, and to perſwade 
my huſband, that his repentance was ſincere, 5 
and that the divine mercy, which lent him that 
moment, would not lend it him in vain. Vet 


J cannot diſſemble with you, madam, that this 


muſt be little leſs than a miracle; and Provi- 
dence is not laviſh of thoſe. What he has done 
in favour of Victoria, affords me no conſolation 
in this caſe, Her faith was not totally ex- 


| tinguiſhed—She looked upon a profanation of 


the altar with horrour; ſhe ſometimes had re- 
courſe to Heaven, though without hope of par- 


don. She ſubmitted to thoſe puniſhments that 


were: 


* 


— 


in 1 * 1 1 2 
were the conſequences of her erimes—She looked 
on a priſon with leſs horrour than on vice, and 


avoided the latter, by enduring the former. Her 
ſentiments, on baptizing her child, ſnewed a 


heart which, attentive to the operations of grace, 
made approaches towards God. We had nothing 


ke this in her huſband ; his death was the con- 
ſequence of. a crime, and he had projected others. 
It was neceſſary that the author of our religion 
ſhould have repeated in his favour ſome of thoſe 
extraordinary inſtances of mercy we find in the 


ſacred writings.— After all, he was able to do 


chis-—1 ought to think that he has done it, and 
to reject every other opinion. It was a man of 


whom he had won large ſums who obliged him 
to fight, and who gave him the mortal wound, 


which he did not ſurvive above half a quarter of 
an hour What gives me ſome hopes of the ſin- 


cerity of his repentance, is, that the only thing 
he ſaid, -was to forbid his ſervant to mention the 
name of the perſon who killed him; for that he 


had deſerved his fate There is yet another cir- 
c eutnſtance that adds to my hope, which is, that 
Providence ſeemed to have directed the ſteps of a 


good eccleſiaſtic to the place where they fought; 


be ſau him fall, and did not leave him till he 
uns dead; Which happened before the ſurgeon, 
46 _— his ſervant. had called, 


arrived, His body 
7 94 5 * 
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was conveyed to the convent Des bons Hommer, | 
which was at the diſtance only of an hundred 
paces; and the prieſt who had received his laſt 


ſighs, took upon him to acquaint me with this 


terrible news. . Notwithſtanding all the addreſs 
and caution. with which it was conveyed to my 
huſband, he ſunk under the cruel blow. He was 


an only ſon, and all the reaſons that might have 


rendered the loſs of him leſs. affecting were not 


known to him. He ſacrificed his reſentment 
againſt his antagoniſt to Heaven, and exhorted 


the ſervant, the only witneſs of this fatal acci- 


: dent, to obey preciſely the laſt commands of his 


maſter ; it was therefore given out that the mar- 


quis had been attacked by a perſon whom nobody 


knew—I thought it my duty to engage the ſer- 


vant to truſt me with the fecret—T wenty-four 5 
thouſand livres in gold were found in the mar- 


quis's cabinet—L know too well how this ſum 


was got to be tempted to make uſe of it. I 
would not have my children enriched with ſuch 
abominable gain; and. it is probable that the 
greateſt part of this money is the property of the 
perſon who killed him. I, therefore, demanded 


this ſum of my huſband, at the hazard of what- 
ever he might think on the occaſion; and T-in- 


tend to uſe my utmoſt induſtry to diſcover thoſe 
of whom the e had won it, that I max 


acquit 


* 
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acquit his conſcience, as well as bur own, in this 
teſpect. This death conſiderably augments the 

fortune of my daughter, and puts me in à ca- 
. pacity of accompliſhing the views of Victoria. 

Permit me, try dear friend, to fay, that the care 
of that unfortunate woman belongs to me. If 

her huſband had been ſtill living, and would 
have done her juſtice, he muſt have been ſenſible 
that he ought to reproach Hirtifelf for her fail- 

Inps; it was he who-deprived me of her confi- 

dence, who depraved her mind by his impious 

-converfation, who yielded to their mutual_dif- 

grace with a facility that opened more effe@ually 

for her the way to perdition; and it is proper, 
therefore, that ſhe ſhould be fupported out of 
his fortune. I have not ventured to diſcover to 
my huſband the place of her retreat : he 'was 
affficted by her elopement at a time when ſhe 
Was ready to give him an heir. You ſee how 
much need I have of your advice on fo delicate 
an occaſion : tell me what I ought to do; and, 

Above all, do not envy me the pleaſure of re- 

Hieving poor Victoria. But wherefore do T ſeem 
| to think her an object of pity ? Her repentance 


diſtinguiſhes her in the eye of the Supreme 
| Being—Like another Magdalen, beeauſe much 
Has been forgiven her, ſhe will love much; and, 


probably, much has been forgiven her, becauſe 
5 5 


— 


Her child. Tell her, tat 1 have all the tom | 
_ paſſion for her, all the friendſhip; of which my | 


mall be brought ap with as much care as if it 


| reflect on what the divine goodneſs may expect 


of repefitance, her affiduities ſhould hurt her 


for you, madam, Heaven has reſtored you to my 


ſo entirely taken me up, that I have forgot her 


ſteady mind? Pray for her: deſire Victoria to 


My wealth is for no other purpoſe than this : 


"STE TS 4s WW 
Fhe loved much. I preſume to intreat you, 
madam, to fend her, on my account, a ſam 
ſufficient to accommodate the return of her and 


heart is capable; and aſſure her, that her. child 
were my own. Deſire her to take ſome time to 
from her : T am afraid that, in the firft fervdurs 


health. We have an intereſt in preſerving her, 
that we may long enjoy her good example And 


prayers, knowing how much need J had of your 


_ ccounſels—Comply with the divine intentions; 


take care of yourſelf for me. Victoria has not 


unfortunate companion: but how ſhall I flatter 
myſelf with any laſting repentance in that un- 


make new efforts to ſave her. - She would be as 
ſafe in Italy as in England—Let her try to bring 
her over—TI will undertake to ſupply all her 
wants, and to procure her a genteel eſtabliſhment. 


and I am leſs induſtrious to lay up large fortunes 
for mY children, than to exerciſe myſelf in thoſe 
works 
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works of beneficence that may bring down u pon 
them the bleſſing of Heaven, oth in this world 
and the next] ſpeak of chil ren, becauſe it is 
poſſible that I may have more; yet I. not 
pregnant, and I with, at leaft, to have time to 
. nurſe my dear little creature, of which | 
be” ſpeak. to you another time. I will not ove oh 
| you - with writings at a time when you are pet 
ſo weak. Annette aſſures me that the phyſicians 
do not fear a relapſe,. unleſs in caſe of ſome im- 
_ prudence — For the ſake. of ene r 


_ e her to direct you. 
4 : . : „ £54 * > 2 
| y 1 
| 
| : 
| | + 
| | * /? Fa 
| 
; 
G 
| 
1 
| 
1 
3 


V.. 


r n 9 3 "x * * 

0 7 : 
2 * L 
7 
% 
4 
. 

- 


34 Ld * 
Ph 


wy 
* 
4 - 
. 
- . 
* 
= - * 2323 4. 
s 14 7 5 | 
FI = > 2 1 7 4 
— - e N 
* 4 


* u% ls Grain 


BEET EC 3 34-24 9 | 
* 8 4 
#1 5 : S; 
e wage vr 1 IT R 4 
9 7x 
* 171 42 1th 725. * 2 JE; ; 
5 


S 


for I muſt take meaſures againſt your tender in- 
cCredulity. The grace which Heaven afforded 
the marquis in his laſt moments may give you 
| a favourable hope of his fate— The prieſt who 
came up ſo ſeaſonably was not there by accident; 
undoubtedly the prayers of his father had pre- 


vailed wich the divine mercy in his behalf. 


Grant, Heaven, that ours, and, particularly, $ 
thoſe of Victoria, may have a like effect in fa- 
vour of Henrietta. I allow you the pleaſure of 
"relieving our two friends ; but it is only on con- 
dition that you give up Victoria's child to me. 
We will ſhare, if you pleaſe, in the work of 
beneficence ; and you ought to be ſatisfied tbat 
I leave you the larger part. I own, neverthe- 
leſs, that I ſhould not have been quite willing 


to: allow you ſo much, if I had profited more by 
the liberality of my father-in-law. He would 
have ſettled a large penſion upon me, but I re- 
Vor. II. > 4 | fuſed 
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war Kealth. als pete eo ein, my 
29 dear marchioneſs my ſtrength is viſibly - 
recovered, and my daughter thinks that I am 
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fuſed it, and limited myſelf 1 to > my income of. a 


17 


thouſand c1 CFOWNS, of which I ds not ſpend, one 
third; ſo that. you dee I have more than ſuſfi- 
cient for the ere and ſupport of a child. 
With regard to my daughter, vou muſt come 
off as well as you can, as ſhe means to.rob you $ 
bol one part of the pleaſure you promiſe yourſelf 
Fler income is twice as large ag mine She has 
affigned a third part of it to works of bene 
| lence, and wants to partake in this. The debate 
es $ Ddetween yon, and Twill; not interfere. 1 
Have written to Victoria and to Henrietta, urging 
chend to leave England. on the receipt of my let- 
ter And I have forgot nothing that you ob- 
ſerved to me with regard to the latter. It is ne- 
ceſſary to affiſt her from motives of humanity, 
in order to draw her hither: could I but once 
ſee her, I ſhould deſpair of nothing.” Be aſſured. ö 
chat if Victoria's letter had found me in good 
Health, and if the health of the marquis had per- 
mitted me, I ſhould not have heſitated ea moment 
to go myſelf to England, from the hope that the 
weak mind of Henrietta would not have reſiſted” 
my perſonal efforts to ſave her. I do not yet 
deſpair of undertaking this voyage, if the cares | 
of Victoria ſhould | prove ineffectual. What 
would be the fatigue of the voyage, compared to 
che 4 8 lt that Wm 1 f 1 
x an GOGNTST ois leave | 
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Wok, I. Jabgur-never, to-loſs ſight,—I think 
vo are ohliged in conſcience td inform yourſelf 25 
_ exaly of the,debts. and frauds of the marquis 
Reſtitution, muſt be, made: for all; my; dear: 
leave nothing to your. daughter that has been-ill>. 
got., There may be many: people of a different 
opinion in this reſpect j but mine is that of the 
goſpel thats there. is na entering into the Ring- 
dom of Heaven for thoſe who unjuſtly retain the 
Property of others, and that it would be better 
to make ten dubious. reſtitutions, than to omit: 
one only that ought to be made. You are not 
to wait till thoſe who have been injured. make 
1 demand of their property, but you ought to 
' enquite. induftriouſly... .I am of opinion, too, 
that you ought not, by any means, to diſcover 
to the marquis any of his ſon's crimes There 
is. but one thing. that can. authorize the diſ- 
| cputty of -pur.. neighbour's: failings,” and that 
is charity If. one could hope, by that means, 
to reform them, or to make others. avoid a dane. 
ger, wh ich was ſufficiently certain to authorize 
ſuch a diſcovery—Except i in theſe two caſes, one 
ſhould be moſt ſcrupulouſly circumſpe& in this 
article. This i is one of thoſe circumſtances, in | 
which one ſhould never be afraid of carrying 
one's delicacy too far. For he who robs his 
| K 2 8 * 
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„ of Keredputatiog de as little Agen 
the r ee of Heaven, as he who takes away” 
his ſubſtance;” I have had, withi x theſe two: 
days, an bel leſſon on this ſubje&!- T was” 5 
ſpeaking of a woman who had been dead many | 
years, and of a ſcandalous adventure which was 
known in the place where ſhe lived; but hal 
ſpread no farther. An intelligent perſon enn 
preſent had the goodneſs to tell me, that, in uq 
quainting him with the faults of others which 
he knew not, I was wounding charity; and ob- 
ſer ved to me, that the reputation of one's neigh-" 
bbur is as delicate as the eye, to which the 
ſighteſt' touch may give a mortal wound. Tell 
me much about your child; it is almoſt a year 
old ; does it talk ? Girls, they ſay, are quick at 
this Annette begun to liſp at a year eld. Her 
eyes, at leaſt, do they fay any thing? 1 muſk 
make you amends for the conſtraint you obſerve 
with regard to others, by telling you, that, 
without a compliment, the longeſt ent 25 theſe” 
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IO. much am I. abliged to you, madam, 
. - for che late advice you have: been. pleaſed 
to. give me, 1 underſtood very well the whole. 
extent of any. duty with eg: d to the reſtitutions 
I. ought to make on the marquis s account: but 
I conſeſs that my ideas concerning the reputation 
of others were by no means ſo juſt... Tour letter 
led me into a ſerious enquiry on this ſubject, 
and I cannot; tell you how very faulty L found 
| myſelf 301. who, thought that I had nothing of 

this: ſort to lay to my on charge I ſhall be 
8 doubly vigilant, and pray for the divine aſſiſtance; | 

ſor, without that, habit would fill draw me in 

to, offend. I now ſee very few people; and 
thoſe whom Ido alleciate with: are almoſt all of 
a virtuous diſpoſition- — 

| neighbours. are. ſill, at the, expence of ho con- 
verſation; and, under a pretence that the greateſt 
part of the faults we fpeak of are notorious, they: 
are mentioned without ſeruple; and, by this 
: means, they come to the knowledge of many, 
who, poſhibly, had never before heard of hem. 
Vpon, reflection, an idea occurred to me, tat 
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das fomerhing diſguſting in it, but which, how- 


ever, I cannot forbear e eating to you 
A company, in which the faults of others, even 
ſuch as are known, make the ſubject of con- 
verſation, ſeems, to me, like an herd of thoſe 
filthy creatures which have-# pleaſure in Taking 
up common ſewers, rharalhny oj tights, e. 
Lihould have great need of you for my viſible 8 
guardian angel; you would inform me, by ſeme 


token, when my tongue had gone be 


due bounds—The charming Arinette has written 
a long letter to me, in which ſhe employs all 
her eloquence to engage me to give up half of 
my intended work of charity to her. Perhaps, 
vou think I ſhall diſpute it with her: Hot at all: 
the fund aflipned: to this purpoſe will not 1ye 
uſeleſs far want of objects. 1 ſhould have more 
pleaſure in giving it to our friends: I'thall have 
more merit in giving it to thoſe ſtrangere; who 


are, no leſs than our friends, the repreſentatives 


of our common Saviour, and his poor diſtreſſed 


members. I have great occaſion to watch. over 
myſelf in this reſpe&. I ſhould have reſpect of 


perſons. in the diſtribution of my alms ; of con- 
ſequence, I ſhould purſue my own inclination, 
and God would have little intereſt in the affair. 


ers, my * friend, even in the 
exerciſe 
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eiple, and interferes in almoſt evety ching. My 
charge is the greater” in this" felpekt, 46 ; 
huſband has appointed me his almönef: he 
makes u, conſiderable progreſs in religious des 
quiſitions, and repairs, by his zeal, the years 
that he had loſt—The count and his lady en- 
courage him; they are entirely devoted to god | 
works—Their fouls were formed for virtie— 
What a misfortune, if their incredulity Had der 
prived them of its fruits on vin indulge me 
in talking of my child —It is, indeed, but juſt 
that you ſhould . Vou ought to make me amefills, 
by this, for the violence I do myſelf” Iniithat te- 

ſpect. She eontinues handſome,” There is 0 
harm in ſaying this before ſhe can underſtand 
me. As ſoon as ſhe has any idea of words, that | 
. of Bediityſhall be blotted: out of my dictionary. 
She is very lively, very tender, and has a laud- 
able obſtinacy: this is all the idea I can form of 
her—She cannot yet talk, but ſeemingly wants 
to do it; I will try to conſecrate her language, 
by teaching her to pronounce the name of God 
before ſue learns my own. I offer her up tc 
him daily; and, when The is in a good diſpoſi- 
tion, I carry: her to church, and prefuine' to 
place her before the altar: but I do this When : 
e elſe is s preſent. It is at thoſe moments I 
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be made. There are ſome that appear tg be 


] demands, a8 well as the bills of thoſe who ex- 
| pectel to give longer credit, and, of. courſe, 
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pray with ardour; I] offer myſelf up at the lame : 
time with her; but what difference between the 
two victims ! the one pure, the other by no 
means ſpotleſs ! It is neceſſary that-the one ſhould 
render the other acceptable; or, daher. that 
he before whoſe altar I place. her, ſhould de 
to * the offering by A 4 e like 

1 5 WAI Ts. ich great impatience, to hear 
1 our friends ; Heaven n 90 _ may 


* 


Anſwer « our ardent wiſhes! e 


nd; As ese et: 


1 An very much . RE 


into the. marquis 's debts, and Lhave already re: 


ceived bills to the amount of thirty-ſix; thouſand; 
livres. | pg ſuppoſe that ſome abatement. ought. ta. 


— 


extortioners : 25 is it not allowable to reduce theit 


ſwelled their accounts i, in proportion 1 have not 
yet examined the ſervant who way. preſent at the 


death of the 1 marquis, concerning the name of 


Ar 


his Aantsgöniſt. It will be neceſſary firſt to. con- 


vince Him, that he may truſt me with this ſee, 
cret, wi; thout breaking his ; promiſe to his maſter... 5 


I Have taken him into my ſervice, apd employ... 


. on mrs 1  $633951119£1 70009 


him im finditg out ſuch ee AS, aye a, wehe 5 


. 
1 


5 quis, whom 1 looked upon as a man deſtitute of 


they contain ?—A liſt of thoſe whom he had - 


life — He aſks pardon fer the anonymous letter; 
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to reſtitution? When T shall be ſatisfied | the 
hg tron we mar think of the er 7 
1568 1 | 5 
* "up 1 was about to ſeal this "AED 72 was told 
that a friar of che Bonnes Hommes deſired to 
ſpeak with me. What can. he want! 1 cannot 


help trembling — Heavens ! madam ! the mar- 


religion, had thought ſeriouſly of his ſalvation. 


They have brought me a parcel of papers chat 
were found in his pocket; what, think you, do 


cheated at play, with a requeſt that 1 would re- 
palr the injury he had done them, if death '. 
ſhould' overtake him before he could diſcharge 
that neceſſary duty—A letter addrefled to me, 
wherein he acknowledges his deſigns againſt my 


adviſes me to diſcharge a ſeryant, whom he 
points out, and whom he had ſeduced to be 


an accomplice in his wicked deſigns ;—and, 


laſt of all, a letter, or, rather, an amende ho- 
naurable to his unfertunate wife; I will take | 
2 copy of this, that I may ſend vou the ori- 
ginal. Nothing can be better calculated to 
confirm our friend in her good reſolutions, to 
give her conſolation, and, poſſibly, at the ſame 4 
05 to affect the poor Henrietta. I am no | 
| K 5 longer 
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longer ſurpriſed at the accidental appearance sf 
the eccleſiaſtic who effected his reconciliation. 
with God—It appears from his papers that he 
was ſincerely reſolved'to reform. or, rather, that 
he was already reformed. One thing only I 
a. unable to comprehend; which is, that, in 
. the midſt of his good reſolutions, he ſhould de- 
termine to fight. It is probable that he was at- 
tacked without any previous knowledge of it, 
bd that he knew not the occaſion of the meet⸗- 
ing to which he had agreed. Vet his ſervant” 
atſures me, that he told him, poſitively, be was 
going to fight—I know: not what to make of 
this affair, but truſt every thing to the divine 
mercy. As he expreſsly defires me, in caſe f 
his death, to ſhew the account of his debts, and 
of the.reftitutions to which he thought himſelf * 
liable; to his father, I ſhall give him this paper, 


which is ſeparate from the reſt; and/ſhall deſife 


my huſband, agretably to his requeſt, to pardon 
him for; all the uneaſineſs he had given him. 1 
think myſelf the more obliged to comply with - 
his deſires in this reſpect, as nothing can more 
effectually appeaſe the anxieties of the father 
with regard to the eternal allotment of his ſon. 


The poor youth had preſouti ments of his ap- 


proaching death, as you will ſee in his letter 6 
Victoria. How happy for bim cat he did not 1 
negzlect them! 1 u 8 
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AFTER having ſo II contributed to 
your ruin, may I preſume to flatter myſelf, that - 
it will not · be more difficult to bring you back to 
virtue and repentance, than it was to lead you 
into vice? Shut not up your heart againſt the 
merciful voice of that Being, who, unworthy 
as L am, now ſpeaks to you by me. I hae 4 
ſtrong prefentiment, that the dreadful: moment 
when-I muſt render to him am account of: my 
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, 2 L4H 4 1 ö 9 — * 


7 


wicked life is at no great diſtance. ” Let me not, 


then, have to reproach myfelf with” your de- 
ſtruction] *You were naturally virtuous; my | 
bad example ſedueed you. Happier than my 
ſelf, you will. have time to repair your paſt faults* 
by a reformed conduct. I find that-I ſhall not 
Have the ſame privilege, and Fam follicitous to 
employ the little time that remains, to repair, 0 
as much as lies in my power the evil that Three 
done, and would have done It is poſſible that 
Heaven may prolong my life beyond the time 
that I promiſe. myſelf But Whatever may be 
the caſe, I am dead to that ſociety to which Þ9 
Have given ſo much offence > I will bury myſelf 
in {ome obſcure. retreat, if the grave, which? 

„„ 4 I conceive, 
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_ without; cimploring- it's mercy to your guilty 
4 Huſband, whether he may yet be in a capacity of 
 apppating an this life, or is; already, oats _ 
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3 
we 


1 conceive, is open, ſhould ſhut itlelf againſt | 
me. Let us not flatter ourſelves: this is the 


only method we can take to avoid thoſe dangers 


which we could not eſcape, were we langer to 
be expoſed to them: bad habits would prevail 
againſt grace, and I am perſwaded, that che r. 
moval of temptation muſt be the only.1 means e 
ſafety. I ſhall be cautipus of falling (again into 
the ſnare, during the time that will be ineceflary 
for the ſettlement of my affairs. Agree to this 


ſacrifice; and add your own to it. I ſhall in- 


treat your reſpectable friend, madam de Ville- 
neuve, to put you in a capacity of accompliſhing 


this good deſign, if ſhe can diſcover where you 


arc. I ſhall alſo, make a proviſion: ſor the un- 
fortunate child with which you are pregnant. 
Remember that vou cannot, without a crime, 


If give it my name, and, by that means, deprive. 


my ſiſter of a fortune, which, of right, belongs 
to ber. If Heaven ſhould hear thoſe. vows 1 
mate ſor you, paſs not a day, while you live, 


ine juſti ce... 
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vu R cuteſt wiſhes are accomelithbad.. my 
ear marchioneſs ! Victoria has triumphed, 
and- has brought over Henrietta But read her 
letter, which accompanies this, and which made 


me ſhed tears of joy. I did not weep leſs, when. 


I read that of her huſband. Mr. de Villeneuve 
has certainly brought down the bleſſing of 
Heaven on the whole family. That the young 


| marquis ſhould fight after he had written chat 
letter, is, indeed, an enigma, which I cannot 


eaſily explain. A bad habit, poſſibly. but, 
vo: the divine agent does not do things: by 


halves; it appears that the poor marquis had 


not reſiſted grace; it would not abandou him; 
and, therefore, we may ſuppoſe. that the ſeryamt 
is-miſtaken : that preſemiment of his approaching 


death was a miracle which. would not be dot in 


wvain. However, like you, I rely, in, this'cic- 


eumſtance, on the divine goodneſs zu and fo 


much the more, as he ſurxived. his wound long 
enough to obtain merey for that laſt fault, if he 
was really guilty of it. Vou will ſee by the 


3 — of his debts what you ought to pay; 
and 


** 
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and chat, perhaps, will fave you the trouble of. 
your intended ſcrutiny. But be cautious as to 
the abatements you would have made in the 
debts of uſtry, leſt you take advantage of the 

- ereditor's want of power, The greateſt part of 
the marquis s dehts: were contracted before. he 

was of age, or authorized by the laws, and as,, 

on. that account, the payment might eaſily be 
- diſputed, it is more than poſſible that his. credi- ; 
tors might conſent to loſe one part, in order to: 
fave another; Which would not be justice. Ex- 
amine them all ſeparately : try to. awaken their 
conſcience, and bring them to an acknowledge 
ment of their juſt debts, from which nothing 
ought to be deducted. On the other hand, it 
will be no more than equitable to add a legal 

: intereſt, as' much as their capital might reaſon- : 
ably. have produced. As. ſoon as our friends 
ſhall arrive, we will confult 1 what mode of liſe 
will, agreeably to their diſpoſitions, be moſt 
proper for them. Here follows a copy of Vic 
toria 8 letter. | 
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MY. doubts are. no more, madam ! Movin, 
has looked upon me with all it's mercy, ſeeing 
it ow _ to inſpire you with that tender 
DO: compaſſion 5 
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5 „ comp dato of bien. YOU your letter g gives me ſuch 
* | Kali 8 proofs —You "ae to ne, you ſay, | 
1 every ptivilege I had in your heart; you com- 3 
f 3 mand me, In regard to > yourſelf, to make uſe of 
4 name of a friend that was. once ſo dear to 
No, madam, I ſhall not ſo much impoſe: 
on your indulgence, any more than that of 
madam de Villeneuve : you have the goodneſs. | 
to add, that you will receiv ve me into your arms 
—Ab! madam, it is at your feet only I would ö 
fall. TE ſhall never have the preſumption to meet 
your eyes 1 ſhould be afraid of defiling you Y 
with my looks, | This ſenſe of ſhame and con- 
fuͤſion will laſt as long as my life—T have lived” : 
an abſolute retirement fince I had the honour. to 
write to you, and have ſeen nobody but my 
benefaQreſs, my confeſſor, and Henrietta: + ſhe r 
has. ſaved from her wreck about twenty thouſand | 
livres, and thinks that ſum will be ſufficient to 
| live upon in Savoy, whither ſhe intends to re- + 
tite—1 muſt confeſs, madam, that T ſhould have 
a great reluctance to the uſe of this money—As | 
it has been acquired by diſhoneſt means, what 
is. it but the blood of the orphan and the widow 15 
I durſt not hazard this reflection in the hearing 
' i Henrietta, on whom we have found no ſmall 
1 difficulty to prevail that: ſhe might accompahy- a 
me She conſented only on condition that 
. 5 9 5 N I ſhould 


T5 


2 ˙ 
. ˙ ͤð;h᷑ĩ·uuꝛ⁊ Woes er een 


20S L E. DT N R N S. 
: I Would conceal from you the place of her re- 
treat. J promiſe every ching, in order to refcue; 
her - from her preſent dang us ſituation, and I 
| hope to bring her, by degrees,” to every thing 
that may moſt efſentighly conduce to her future 
ſaſety. - She ſeems to be frighted at the deſign I 
have formed of a ſequeſtered | life, and makes me 
promiſe not. to attempt to draw her into the 
ſame: I anſwer, that, in whatever ſcene lie 
ſhall lead the life of a Chriſtian, it will be equally- 
agreeable to me. In ſhort, madam, I ſubſeribe 
to all ſhe requires, and yet I am every moment 
afraid leſt ſhe ſhould eſcape out of my hands. 
As ſoon as I received your letter, L took care to 
efface the ſignature, and the names; after which 
that one of her people would negotiate the bill 
of exchange you had the goodneſs to annex- - 
have not ſpent more than two guineas of the 
fifteen that ſhe gave me. I would have prevailed 
with her to take back the thirteen that remained, 
as A payment, in part, of what ſhe had advanced 
on my account; but ſhe was offended at the 
offer, and I faund myſelf obliged to keep them. 
To her other favours ſhe has added a preſent of - 
a travelling dreſs ; and this ſhe did in ſo polite 
a manner as I ſhall never forget it. She carried 


er goodneſs. ſo far, as to give me a recom- 
GY 


pO : 
N - 


a Bi ck T E R S. 209 
8 mendatory letter to the captain with whom we 
ED. ee to ys and who will ſail 
chere; and; PFs . eee 1 dal 
employ the remainder of your remittanee to ra. 
cure admiſſion into one of thoſe houſes of penanes . 
which, they ſay, are common in Italy, and into 
which it does not coſt much to be admitted. G 
What will be my confuſion, when I appear be» 
fore, you ?—But what, alas! will that appear- 
ance be, compared with the laſt great ſummons. 
at the day of judgment, when my. crimes will 
be laid open to the whole univerſe ? I ſubmit.to . 
2th theſe - humiliating circumſtances, which 1 
duo, but too well deſerved ;. and, after the firſt 
ſhame is got over, I will go moſt readily to hide 
myſelf from human eyes. I dare .not-yet pre- 
ſiume to write to madam de Villeneuve Ah I if , 
you; knew how much I have wronged her, you 
F would approve of the reſpectful ſilence I obſerve! 
N My gratitude for her kindneſs is not the leſs: in 
| proportion as my heart becomes more pure, 1 
have ſuch ſentiments as I:cannot venture to ex- 
preſs, and am contented to en . 
9 of a een 1 4:76} 19019 754 0 1 
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BEHOL p, my der marchioneſs, in this 
poor 'diffipated. woman, a perfect model of re- 
formation ! What humble ſentiments of her own: 
Evnidition! What ſelf. mortification ! She muſt 
| certainly have lived « on bread and water, to have 
 ſibfifted fix weeks on two guineas, | in a'p ace 

where every thing is ſo dear. We may bope 
tat, in the end, Als example will have a proper 
influence © on Henrietta : but how far is the from 
| ion of her companion F 
With regard to the laſt, nothing more is neceſ- 
| fary than to keep her zeal within due bounds—f 
| propoſe going to meet her as far as Genoa ; and: 
by that means 1 ſhall prevent the eſcape of Hen 
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. Fay: that Heaven may touch her er heart... i 
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ö 1 Will ptatify you u for the good news New ou 
1 hive”; given her my dear friend, Cr 7 — 
of intelligence that you will receive with tranſ- 
ke But keſtrain yourſelf, I « conjure vou, a 
ave found a man who believes that he know 


your huſband, and aſſures me that he is Kill 
living. I do not preſume to indulge a all the hope 


inan is extremely poor, and thoſe people often 
Fg bring ou falſe Intelligence, to avail themſelves 
bf your charity. Ne Nevetthelels, nothing ought 
to be neglected, and 1 have taken ſuch ſure 
aneaſtites, that, Within four days, I mall know 
whether there be any foundation for what he 
fays—After giving you ſuch motives for joy, can 
you be calm enough to attend to an adventure 
Which had like to have been fatal to me, and 
of which the danger is not yet over? Mr. de 
Villeneuve, madam |—He has been overturned— 


He is wounded—He is What a miſerable 


| hypocrite ſhould I make Nothing at all is the 


matter with him, my dear friend; he is ex- 
tremely well. But as the man 3 1 have 


with which he endeavours to inſpire. me; the 
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A niece of my bulband's, to whom be w 
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juſt mentioned, gave me certain information of 5 


your huſband, I was willing | to Introduce the... 
important nes to you 'by degrees. | he people 
whom I have diſpatched to ſet Mr. de Sainvilſe 


at large, are, *pollibly,. at this very mdment, on 
the coaſt of Barbary; and they: are to r 


i , 


him at any price price.” 4 nile! e reſpite, madam! a 


ie 2 U. $6: ed 45 
then { mon all your attention, to . che 


3 


means t chat Providence made uſe of j in, ord er to 


diſebver to me : the Place here 
e ee 
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1 fave. 1010 50 ou that we : ſee but ietle os 


_ pany, yet there are Tome occaſions, when, the . 
cuſtoms of the world muſt be complied, Vith 


Sail was ; married, three days 480, to count. . 


w 4% * 


5 —. We could not avoid giving a dinner 


on the cecafion, at which two and twenty people 


were preſent. The ſame day, the Father, s of 


Mercy had brought t. to Paris a number of captives | 


whom they had redeemed, and the greateſt: part 


of whom had neither houle nor home. One of 
the "fathers, with whom 1 was very well ag- 
quainted, deſired I would permit him to bring 
theſe poor people to us, hoping that, i in fo large 
a company, he might find ſome perſon charitable, | 


Enough t to make a collection in their r., 


They 


f 
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They Were vrought into A Iirge" ball; whithie* | 
ntroduce "the company upon getting up from 
table. They wete moved at the ſight of 
cbelk chaine; and, after having: contributed to 
their relief, ' aſked them what queſtions they 
thought proper... Among theſe captives,” I ob- 
ſerved a man, - who, leſs attentive than the reſt 
to the” queſtions that were aſked; had fixen his 
eyes on the picture which was ſent vs by your / 
father-in-law.” Surpriſed at his particular” at- 
tention, I aſked him Why he looked at it ſo f 
cloſely. Madam, faid he, pointing to the young 
marquis s picture, I am much miſtaken, if I do 
not xnow the original of that portrait,, who has 
been my fellow-flave in Morocco theſe four 
years. You may eaſily imagine with what eager- 
neſs 1 interrogated this man. This was his 
anſwer The perſon whom that picture re- 
ſembles appears to de about chirty-fix years of 
age: he has been eight years a captive: but it 
is not above four years ago that Muley Ithmael ' 
gave him to prince Muley Mahomet, his ſon, 
who was alſo my maſter. This prince, who had 
nothing of the barbarity of his nation; -foon diſ- 
covered that his flave excelled in thoſe ſciences 
which he loved himſelf, and Jintaile became his 
favourite —Here J interru pted' the fave, to ſpell : - 
the name; and I preſently" pe erceived it to be 
Sainville 
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uw * e 150. bim, ir he coil. 
have the courage to. go off immediately, with: 
one. . thoſe who, had mage e vopuge: 41 | 
5 had, the liberty, of a certain ſlave ſo much at”. 

heart, abat I would. freely give. the half of my. 
fortune to redeem. him. The friar deſired me to 
"ſend for his ſuperiar i and I own. to gon madam, 

I was in ſuch agitations that I threw. myſelſ at 
his feet, to intreat that. he would grant me the 

favour which I aſked ; and, to animate mare ef- 
: his zeal, I added, that he.might e 


| the father of the flave for whom I 4 
was s concerned; and that the pleaſure he had in 
diſcovering his nn and his grind-.. 
daughter, was allayed by the loſs of that (on... 
whoſe abſence he ftill, bewailed with tears. The. 


_ ” 


ſuperior required a day or two previous to the 


departure of .the two friars: and the flaye who.. 
bad gen us this ink ) n deſired leave to re- 
Won: rw. up a memorial with 
ie e e e eceſlary for the ſuceeſs 
of their enterpriſe, promiling to come and read 
it at eight in the evening. To encourage his 
care and induſtry in this buſineſs, I gave him 
. purſe, containin 5 rely; A and aſſured. 


him 


8 r 8 


vb „ and that he m might deper upon it Rist on- 
tune was was made. Ile receive the purſe, and 
| kiffirig my hand, depatted with his comphnions,” a 


che topic of convetfätion during the reſt of the” | 
day: every one interrogated" me, and, indeed; ! 


was bob much agitated. 1 held my watch in 1 
my hand; and counted the minutes: it ſecmed 1 
to me that the reading of the promiſed memo _ 
In ſhort,' A quarter before eight, being unable 


of Merey: they ſent me word that the flave had 


of that ſlave had occaſioned- But, without giving 


in a x n * the 2647] Bad 
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nim that was only. prelude. to. my Future: fan 


You may eaſily conceive, that this accident was 


was not in a” capatity of making any utifwers 3 il 


rial would accelerate the liberty'of your huſband.” 
to contaiti myſelf longer, T ſent to the Fathers 


dilappeared, and that they knew not what vas 
become of him. At theſe" words, I was mo- 
tionleſs; and, at that moment, the marquis, my 
huſband,” came in, and "deſired leave to intro- 
duce one of his friends tothe. I found words 
to tell him, that the tim was not ſeaſbnable; 
that I was greatly diſturbed, and that I owght to 
recover myſelf of the chagrin which the Hight 


me any time, he went dt and'brought in his 
hand, - Whom ? —Fhe marquis de Sainville him- 
ſelf 5 who threw himſelf at my feet, and thanked * 


7 + Pivcus sb. 7 " fhewn'! 
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mewn for his W 3 called me his u ville. 
angel; aſked. permiſſion to leave. mo that mo- 
ment, in order to fly to Turin; deſired me to 
inform him how I became acquainted with his 
wife, his daughter, and his father; and, i in the 
ſpace of one minute, aſked me ſo many queſtions, | 
with ſo much rapidity, that-:I,could not have 
anſwered them, had I been, - in other reſpects, 
capable of it. In the mean while he was ſtill 
at my feet, and I did not once think of deſiring | 
him to riſe, , I gazed upon him, wept, and em- 
braced him Yes, madam { L embraced him; 
and it is impoſſible that you ſhould do it with | 
greater tenderneſs. At length, my huſband in- 
treated him to riſe ; Mr. de Sainville fate down 
by me, and all the company ſurrounded us, with 
an eager Curiolity to. know: how. he could be 
tranſ ported, in an inſtant, from Morocco to 
my apartment. This prodigy had the ſame ef- 
fect on all, and not one of us ever ſuſpected that 
na ſlave ſo old, ſo broken, could be the hand- 
ome perſon that was before us. At laſt we 
came a little to ourſelves, and, being capable 
of attending to the diſcourſe that followed, Mr. 
de Sainville told me, that the Prince, his maſter 
and benefactor, had the goodneſs to ſend an ex- 
preſs into Italy, two years ago; and being in- 


formed: that the marquis de Sainville had adopted 
= his 


| 5 E T F E R = * 
his nephew, he concluded that his reſentment 


 wasſtillunabated, and that he had refuſed to re- 
cCognize his wife and his daughter; that this in- 


telligence had determined him to bid, an eternal 


adieu to his country; but that the tragical death 


of, his-mpſter,had made him lock an Africa with 


little before, he availed himſelf of the redemption 
chat the Fathers of Mercy had made imMoragco, 
in order to return to Europe; that he had de- 
terminad to go, in his ſlave's habit, to Piemont 3 
not for the purpoſe of recovering his birthright, 


but to know, at leaſt, what was become of a fa- 


mily, for which ſo long a time had not leſſened 


his tenderneſs — It was neceſſary that, in my 


turn, I ſhould acquaint your huſband, not with _ 
all. the events of your life, and Annette's, but 
with that, particularly, which diſcovered you to 


your father-in-law. This detail brought St. Far 
into my mind, who was then at St. Germain en 
Laye with his wife; I ſent an expreſs, who tra- 
velled all night, and the day following, at eight 


in the morning, they were at our houſe. It was 


neceſſary to think of ſome means to conduct you 
gradually to the knowledge of an event which 


might make you die with joy. The fear of af. 


fecting your health, and that of your father- in- 
law, prevailed with the marquis to reſtrain his 
ein L ardour! 


1 


r 

ardour: it is at his requeſt I write to you, and 
he will ſet off himſelf the day after my letter; 
that is to ſay, madam, in a few hours you will 
| have him before your eyes, and in your arms. I 
muſt now conclude : you would not attend to 
my congratulations, ſhould I intrude them up- 
on you—Yet how ſincere, how cordial they are 
I leave you to imagine ! It is impoſlible to ex- 
preſs them—Such, however, as the expreſſions 
might be, I ſhould not chuſe to waſte them upon 
you at this time— Moreover, I ſhall, in ſome 
meaſure, ſuſpend the warmth of my ſentiments, 
*till I hear that you are not dead with joy, 
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LETTER XXII. 

EMERANCE TO LUCY. 

TAM not dead with joy, my dear; and, what 
is more, I tell you that it is a thing impoſ- 
ſible, as I am till alive. My worthy father- 
in-law has likewiſe had fortitude enough to bear 
the tender exceſs of his ſenſibility on this occa- 
ſion: of our young people I ſay nothing They 
are in the prime of life and ſpirits, and have 
ſupported this event with firmneſs, -unleſs their 


tenderneſs was not ſo lively. Four letter led 
me by degrees to the great diſcovery ; but the 


firſt paſſage, wherein you mentioned ſome vague - 


hope, had ſo violent an effect upon me, that I 
was already in agitations, already in tranſports. 
When I arrived at the part where you declare 
my huſband to be in your arms. Happily, I 
was not alone when I read your letter. At the 
end of the ten firſt lines, I was ready to faint 
away, and, I believe that what prevented the 
entire loſs of my ſenſes, was an ardent deſire to 
find, in the two pages of that letter, a confirma- 
tion of the hopes you had given me. They 
rung for my daughter: ſhe found me pale, 

trembling,” and unable to ſpeak, Terrified to 
825 ; Jo 'S find 


* 


„„ MAE. = 
ſee me in this condition, and finding that I made 
no anſwer to her queſtions, ſhe deſired I would 
permit her to read your letter, which lay open 
upon the table. I made ſigns to her to give it 

me, and J folded it up; which greatly ſurpriſed 
her. She ſent for her huſband; who could not, 
any more than herſelf, get a word from me, 1 


gave them to underſtand, that I wanted to be 7 | 


let blood—At that moment, Annette's face was 
covered with tears They excited mine, which 
flowed in ſuch abundance, that my heart was 
| relieved: the ſurgeon found me much better, 
and, therefore, did not think it proper to bleed 
me. My poor Annette was diſtracted at my 
ſituation, and feared a relapſe. For my own 
part, I was very ſenſible that the danger was 
Over; and, as ſoon as I was capable of encou- 
| raging her, I told her ſhe had nothing to appre- 
hend from an emotion that was cauſed by joy; 
that I had heard her father was ftill living, and 
that the happy news overcame me. At theſe 
words my daughter threw herſelf into my arms, 
and, after the tendereſt embraces, intreated me 
to ſhew her the letter. Her own agitations were 
then ſo great, that I durſt not venture to add to 
them —1 kept her, for ſome moments, in ſuch 
uncertainty as might give a due poiſe: to her 
mind; and introduced her, by degrees, to the 


knowledge 
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| knowledge of the grand event. The care of 

managing this affair with regard to the marquis, 
my father-in-law, proved an uſeful avocation— 


J found, by your letter, that we might expect 


my huſband every moment; how ſhould we 


conduct ourfelves with coolneſs on ſuch a trying - 


occafion ? At laſt, Annette undertook the af- 
fair We were to breakfaſt, as uſual, in the 


marquis's chamber ; and Annette, in the midſt 


of a converſation on indifferent ſubjects, cried, 


O, my dear father! I this moment recolle& a 


dream TI had laſt night, that | gave me inexpreſ- 
ſible pleaſure: at the ſame time ſne related the 
circumſtances of your letter, and took care to 


mingle with them ſuch as bore the faataſtic air 


of a dream.. My tears flowed ; they were joined 


by thoſe of Mr. de Sainville; and Deſhomais 


very ſeriouſly obſerved, that ſuch a dream could 
not be without ſome import; that it certainly 
announced ſome good news; and he aſſerted 
that he had the fame viſion. But, added he, 
mine went farther. We were travelling along 
the road, and it was at Rivol we met my father. 
The marquis, who was ſtill lying, raiſed him- 
felf up, and aſked me, with concern, what I 
thought of the fimilarity of thoſe dreams. There 
is ſomething, faid I, ſurpriſing in all this—1 


did not conceive the very fame thing; but I had, 


PR. this 
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this morning, ſo lively a preſentiment of the hap- 
pineſs thoſe dreams portend, that my daughter 
found me in tears: I would not give her any 
groundleſs joy; nevertheleſs, all theſe circum- 
ſtances united appear to me ſo extraordinary, 
that, were it not for fear of your derifion, I 
would ſet off this moment to meet the happi- 
neſs which Heaven ſeems to have announced. 
Well, but what hazard can there be in ſuch a 
meaſure? ſaid the marquis, with emotion ; I 
will accompany you—It will only be neceſſary 
to conceal the motive of this little journey; for, 
it muſt be owned, we are a little ſuperſtitious. 
We all three joined i in the propoſal with great 
vivacity All propoſed to go, that one might 
not laugh at another, if, agreeably to the an- 
cient proverb, all dreams were vain. We ſaid 
à thouſand whimſical things on the ſubject; and, 
my father-in-law being dreſſed, we immediately 
took coach. Deſhomais had the precaution to 
order a ſurgeon to follow at a diſtance; and we 
ſtationed a ſervant in the great road, to inform 
us of all that ſhould paſs. We dined at Rivol, 
and there diverted ourſelves with a thouſand 
pleaſantries on our credulity The clock ſtruck 
five—My heart beat as if it would have burſt - 
from my boſom The marquis propoſed that we 


Should return to Turin, and ſeriouſly deſired us 
oak to 
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to talk no more of this extravagance, when 
the ſervant came in haſtily, and told us, that a 


gentleman, in a poſt-chaiſe, knowing his livery, | 


aſked him whether he did not belong to the mar- 


quis de Sainville; and that, being informed he 


was at Rivol, he deſired permiſſion to wait upon 
him. Deſhomais and his wife did not wait to 
hear the whole of his meſſage ; they flew out of 


the room ; I would have followed them, bat my : 


trembling limbs being unable to ſupport me, I 
was conſtrained to fit down again, ſobbing as 
if my heart would burſt. My father-in-law, 
in ſurpriſe, came up to me, and ſaid ſome broken 


words What could this mean ?—Was it poſ- 


| ſible? He had not time to ſay more: my huſ- 


band was at his feet, embracing them in tran(- 
port Annette and Deſhomais were in the ſame 


poſture—All were mournfully expreſſing the 


tender anguiſh of affection; or, rather, all were 


ſo agitated, that it was impoſſible to expreſs any 
thing but by deep ſighs. The ſurgeon, who 
had taken proper precautions, interrupted this 
ſcene, and preſented us with cordials ; which, 
indeed, were become very neceſſary. We pre- 
vailed on my father-in-law to lye down a couple 
of hours, and we owned to him, that we had 


been appriſed of this event. Heaven, that was 


unwilling to mingle bitterneſs with our joy, did 
LES: not 
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not ſuffer his ſenſibility to hurt him. We were 
all four kneeling ground his bed—He intreated . 

us to be ſeated, and we paſſed an hour in ſuch 
delightful confuſion, that the ſurgeon and the 
ſervants wept with pleaſure at the ſight.— That 
ſcenc ſhould have been taken by the hand of a 
painter. The elder marquis, who only lay 
down out of complaiſance to us, choſe to return 
to Turin the ſame evening. The report of the 
marquis's return had arrived before us, and we 
found the palace filled with relations and friends 
that waited our return. The crowds continued 
for two days, and it was with difficulty I laid 
Hold of this moment to write to you— You, 
whom my huſband called our viſible angel ; and 
are you not ſuch in effect, ſince you have. been 

the inſtrument of reſtoring to me every blefling 
I had loft ? -A conſtant ſucceſſion of happy 
events has been accompanied with ſuch. reflec- 
tions as are proper to moderate my joy; I defer 
to mention them to you *till ſome other time—I _ 
would not throw clouds over the faireſt days of 
my lite. | 1 | 


— 
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EMERANCE TO LUCY. 
WO poſts are gone, my dear marchioneſs, 
and I have not yet heard from you. What 
can occaſion your ſilence, at a time when it 
| would be ſo natural to partake of my joy? Fhe 
juſt. inquietude I have ſuffered is a counterpoiſe 
to the exceſs of my happineſs. You muſt, cer- 
tainly, be incapable of writing — All that is 
dreadful preſents itſelf to my imagination 
Surely the fault is not in the poſt If the next 
ſhould not bring me a letter, I ſhall diſpatch an 
expreſs—T cannot live in this painful anxiety; 
Behold the cauſe of thoſe reflections I mentioned 
to you in my laſt ; I concluded that ſuch a con- 
Rant ſeries of felicity could not laſt long. Alas} 
what is that happineſs which ſurrounds us? 
Every heart-embraced object we enjoy is a near 
occaſion of pain and poignant regret. There 
was a time in my life, when, deprived of every 
thing, I had no evil to fear: I had exhauſted, 


* . methought, the whole quiver of misfortune. 


Now, every thing I poſſeſs makes me tremble, 
and I think the moment I am to loſe it is at 


hand, Your lence, in theſe hours of painful 
L iS" apprehenſion, 
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appichenſion, has ſuch an effe& upon me, that. 


Lam an object of your pity.. You-are cat 
a bleſſing abſolutely eſſential to my repoſe, and 


J am not more tenderly attached to my daughter, | 


or | my. huſband, than to my friend. Victoria 
has written to me from Genoa, where the ſhip 


was obliged to put in, on account of a violent 


ſtorm. She tells me, that ſhe waits for my or- 
ders, and has written only a line or two, being 
much indiſpoſed with her - voyage. Not a word 
of Henrietta There is an additional anxiety— 
T hive fent Deſhomais to receive this penitent, 
for whom I have provided lodgings, as 1 dare 


not entertain her here, for fear of exciting a cu- 
rioſity that could not be gratified—T have alreadß 
one confidante too many, and ſhe is become 


ſuch againſt my inclination. Not that I diſ- 
truſt the diſcretion of Annette, I could truſt her 
with circumſtances on which my life might de- 
pend ; but though I am at liberty to impart to 
her my own ſecrets, I am not permitted to en- 
truſt her with thoſe of others. It was mere 
chance that diſcovered to her the flight of Vic- 


toria; I had fainted on reading the letter that 


informed me of it, and had let it drop—The ſer- 
yants who came to my aſſiſtance ſhewed it to her 
AAnd as ſhe did not doubt but this letter was the 


cauſe of the accident, ſhe thought herſelf at li- 


1 
| 
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berty to read it, that ſhe might ſee whether 
what had occaſioned my diſtreſs might not afford 
ſome means of conſolation. The care ſhe toox 
to burn that letter immediately, diſcovered to 
me that ſhe had read it; and, as ſhe was ap- 
priſed of the fault of Victoria, I thought it but 
juſt that ſhe ſhould be acquainted with her re- 
pentance. My huſband tells me, that he has 
promiſed you a narrative of every thing that hap- 
pened to him from the time of our ſeparation: 
he has finiſhed it, and it is, in fact, a volume. 
Our curioſity, in this reſpect, is not leſs ardent 
than yours; for he excuſed himſelf from giving 
us any detail, till he ſhould have time to recol- ; 
lect, in their due order, the ſeveral accidents 
that he met with in his different travels; as 
ſoon as I have received a letter from you, I 
- ſhall diſmiſs this packet. 


EE i 


228 = E T T B R S. 


RY 


"1 


a LE T TER acdc i - 


LUCY 10 EMERANCE. 


NT. FAR will bring you | this letter, my dear 

friend ! He has engaged his wife to make a 
journey to Turin, that Mr. de Sainville may fee - 
before him, at once, all that is dear to him in 
the world. I am much afraid that my ſilence 
has made you uneaſy ; but you will excuſe it, 
when [ tell you the terrible embarraſſments we 
have been under fince the departure of your huſ- 
band; and you will own that I was born under 
à very troubleſome and eventful ſtar. 


I rave told you that our young marquis 
had defired us, in a paper found after his death, 
to diſmiſs a ſervant whom he had bribed to de- 
ſtroy us—T told the wretch that I had been in- 
formed of his villainous intentions, and exhorted 
| him to atone, by a ſincere repentance, for a 
crime which he had intended to commit. Pex- 
Haps I was indiſcreet in ſhewing him that I knew 
his deſigns: it is certain, however, that this 
circumſtance has been attended with very ſtrange, 
and at the ſame time very happy conſequences. 

Hear, and wonder. | 


Vo 


Vo may eafily conceive that the recooni- 
zance of your huſband would make a noiſe in 
the family. He bad no intereft in making a 
myſtery of the motives which had engaged him 
to continue fo long out of Europe. A chamber- 
maid,. who had heard him mention them, kept 
up a fecret correſpondence with: the ſervant 1 
had diſmiſſed, who was her lover. And, inthe 
firſt interview ſhe” had with him, ſhe related 
what ſhe had heard of the marquis's hiſtory. 
The wretch, whether he believed what he lay to 
our charge, or wanted only to revenge himſelf, 

went to the ſollicitor-general, and told him, 
there were the ſtrongeſt reaſons to ſuſpect that 
we had procured the marquis de Villeneuve to 
be carried off, and had falſely given it our that 
he was dead. You. muſt perceive that the carry- 
ing off your huſband furniſhed the principal hint 
to this ftory, To give it an appearance of pro- 
bability, he added, what was very true, that 
the young marquis had not ſeen his father during 
ſome time; for his conduct had been ſuch, that 
he had actually threatened to obtain a letter de 
cachet, in order to confine him. The young | 
marquis, when he complained of theſe menaces 
to the friends of his own ftamp, had taken care 
not to diſcover their true motives, and imputed 
them to the hatred which he fuppoſed I had eon- 
„ ceived 


rn 
ceived for him, and with which. I had inſpired 
his father: this ſervant applied to ſome libertines, 


who had been his maſter's friends, and declared 


to them his ſuſpicions, which ſeemed to agree 
with the menaces of which the marquis had in- 
formed them. They, therefore, encouraged 
this man to make depoſitions againſt us, and 
promiſed to ſupport him. Lou may imagine, 
madam, that the circumſtance of an ambitious 
and intereſted ſtepmother, ſuch as I was ſup- 
poſed to be, gave weight to this accuſation; and 
that the ſollicitor- general, who, moreover, was 
not our friend, might, without being charged 
with too much eredulity, give ſome credit to our 
enemies. Vet I muſt do him this juſtice, that, 
notwithſtanding the enmity which was between 
us, he was willing to inform us of the charge 
that had been brought againſt us, and to learn 
the truth from our anſwer. My huſband Was 
aſtoniſhed to hear the accuſation. It might 
have been eaſy to expoſe the falſity of it, by pro- 
ducing the papers that had been found upon the 
marquis after his death; but how could we dif- 
| honour his memory, and expoſe ourſelves to 
ſhame by publiſhing ſuch declarations? My 
huſband had, therefore, no other reſource than 
the evidence of the ſervant- who had been pre- 
ſent at his. death; but jt was rejected, becauſe 
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he was retained in my ſervice. He propoſed that 
ſearch ſhould be made after the prieſt who had 
given him abſolution, for h& was unknown to 
us; and offered to appear with the magiſtrate at 
the convent of Des Bons-Hommes, and take 
the depoſitions of the monks, at whoſe houſe 
the young marquis died and was buried: this he 
inſiſted on doing immediately, in order to re- 
move all ſuſpicions of his ſuborning them. His 
impatienee on this account created ſuſpicions: it 


was ſuppoſed that he had made ſure of his point 


already; however, the propoſal was agreed to. 
The marquis ſent for the prior of the Bons- 
Hommes, and deſired him to relate, in plain 
terms, what had paſſed in his houſe with regard 
to his unhappy ſon: to give greater weight to 
what he had to ſay, he conjured him, in the 
name of God, to declare the whole with as 
much veracity as he would do were he ſure of 
being ſummoned before him the next moment 
The prior was ſtartled at this adjuration, and 
bluſhed extremely. His embarraſſment could 
not eſcape a magiſtrate who had been accuſtomed 
to read the conſciences of the guilty in their 
countenances; and he told him, with a tone 

that made him tremble, You heſitate, father 
| There is ſome myſtery in this affair; it muſt be 

cleared up; and, if you refuſe to do it, you 
| ſhall 
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Mall be immediately put under arreſt, My huf- 
band had, alſo, remarked the prior's perplexityz 


and, with no lefs carheſtneſs than the magiſtrate, 


added, have yo deceived me, father? Did not 


vo certify that my ſon had been brought to ” 
your convent dead, and that you had done him 
the laſt offices? The prior made no anſwers 


and ſeemed to be ſtudying what be ſhould ſay. 
My huſband, turning with emotion to the ma- 


— giſtrate, ſaid, fir . it concerns us much to enquire 


into the bottom of this affair If you are a judge, 
I am a father, and I call Heaven to witneſs that 


I know no more of theſe circumſtances than you  - 
do. Diſcharge your office as a magiſtrate z I 


am ready to go into cuſtody, and 1 require, 


| likewiſe, that the father may be put under arreſt 


*till he ſhall confeſs the cauſe of his embarraſſ- 


ment. Can it be poſſible that my unhappy ſon ? 
hut, no! the ſervant was preſent at his 


death; the ſurgeon found him dead. O my God! 
this is too much for me My huſband was, in 
effect, ſo ill, that. it was neceffary to call for 


aſſiſtance, and the prejudiced magiſtrate took his 


agitations for a proof of the crime which was 


| laid to his charge. But he did not continue long 


in this opinion: the prior, fearing. the conſe- 
quences of this affair, ſaid to the judge—1 am 


in a very UM ſituation ; but, in the firſt 


_—_— 


place, 


® 
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place, I muſt aſſure you, that the marquis is as 
ignorant as yourſelf of a ſecret that was confided 
to me; and which I, in vain, wiſhed to con- 
ceal. The marquis, his ſon, is not dead; and 
it was at his own requeſt that we confirmed the 
ſurgeon's report I am ready to produce two 
unexceptionable witneſſes One is the ſurgeon 
whom I ſent for when the young marquis 
ſhewed ſome ſigns of life, and who attended 
him in his illneſs; the other is the prieſt who 
confeſſed him, and by whoſe advice he drew up 


the memorial which I fent to his father. Tas _ 


is all that I can tell you—He left this houſe at 
the end of three weeks, -and 1 could never hear 
whither he retired ; but, if I may judge from 
his diſpoſition, he has betaken himſelf to ſome 
retreat of penal auſterities. I heard him men- 
tion the Grande Chartreuſe, or La Trappe ; and 1 
_ am almoſt ſure that you will find him in one of 
thoſe places. He is at La Trappe, cried my 
_ huſband ; and, taking out of his pocket the 
memorial which the marquis had addreſſed to 
me, he ſhewed the magiſtrate a paſſage in which 
his ſon had ſignified his deſire of entering into 
that houſe— Then, giving way to his joy on 
this diſcovery, he fell on his knees, and gave 
thanks to God for his kindneſs in reſtoring his 
fon, in a manner ſo ardent, that the magiſtrate 
— | | = = 
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was convinced of the truth. I told you that 
the marquis was not his friend: he thought he 
had ſome reaſon to complain of him in an affair 


#1 which had happened ſome years before... This 


event, however, entirely effaced the. remem- 
- brance of all that had paſſed He embraced the 
magiſtrate, and deſired his friendſhip in a man- 
ner ſo frank and ſo cordial, that it was moſt 
ſincerely given him. My huſband was impa- 
tient to learn all the circumſtances of an event 
ſo extraordinary: the prior propoſed to conduct 
them to the houſe of M. D-——, canon of 
the cathedral, and they accepted his offer. This 
good eecleſiaſtic gave them the 2 in⸗ 
formation: : © 94 


Tux kindneſs of Providence, ſaid he, in 
the wonderful things it has done for the young 
man whoſe ſtory I am about to give you, is 
truly admirable. I lead a recluſe and ſedentary 
life; and I had reſiſted, for fix months, an in- 
vitation from the rector of St. Cloud, who 


wanted me to take a little relaxation with him. 8 


I had almoſt forgot his invitation, when, in 
ſaying maſs one day, I felt a violent inclination 

> to go and dine with him. It was in vain I op- 
poſed i it, and I was fo tormented with the thought, 


that, being unable to get rid of it, I reſolved to 
obey 
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obey the impulſe.” As 1 Walking and medi- 
tating what might be the cauſe of this, I per- 
ceived a man running towards me in terrour, 
who deſired me to come to the aſſiſtance of 
his maſter, who, as he thought, was mortally 
wounded—T' haſted- to the place whither he 
directed me, and found 2 young man lying on 
the ground, apparently, at the point of death. 
Lexhorted him to make uſe of his laſt moments 
to obtain his pardon from: God, and ſaid every 
thing that my zeal could ſuggeſt. He was ſtill 
ſenſible, though unable to ſpeak ; and; thinking 
that I perceived in him ſigns of rEperitibids, 1 
repeated ſome pious ſentences, and gave him 
abfolution—I thought I ſaw him expire; and, as 
I could no longer be of ſervice to him, I was 
going away, when his valet de chambre arrived 
with Mr. de la Peronye, whom he had met, and 
whom he knew. The ſurgeon, though a ſkilful 
one, believed, as well as myſelf, that the young 
man was paſt all aſſiſtance But when he learnt. 
his name, he told me that it was neceſſary to 
conceal from the public the knowledge of the 
affair, out of regard to the family of the de- 
ceaſed. I favoured the deſign, and aſſiſted to 
carry the body to the Minims, who could hardly 


de perſwaded to receive it At length we pre- 


voailed upon them; the body was laid upon a 
n bed 
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bed, and the ſurgeon | withdrew. Happily, 'I 


took upon me to read the ſervice for the dead 
before I left this' unfortunate young man; and 


ſcarce had I begun before I perceived ſome mo- 


tion in him. The ſurgeon, who, by good luek, 
had ſtaid to talk with a friar of his acquaint- 
ance, was immediately recalled. He examined 


the wound, which, though very dangerous, was 
not deſperate; he ſtaid ſome hours with his pa- 
tient, at my requeſt, and promiſed to return in 
the evẽning. For my part, I would not leave him; | 


and being perſwaded that Heaven had ſent me 
to that place ſo. miraculouſly, in compaſſion to 
the ſoul of that poor man, I aſked the prior's 


| permiſſion to continue there ſo long as my at- 
tendance could be of any ſervice to him The 


phyſieian had prohibited his ſpeaking; I, there- 


fore, wrote a catalogue of all the faults common 


to young people, and deſired the patient to in- 


form me, by clinching his fiſt, when I men- 


tioned any fault of which he was guilty. Du- 


ring this interval, the valet de chambre who 
went to inform the marquis of his ſon's death, 
returned with orders for his interment. I or- 


dered the ſervant to go back immediately, and 


| tell him, that it was only a deep fwoon which 
wee had taken for death: but the wounded perſon 


defired: me to wait twenty-four hours before I 
| di patched 
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diſpatched that meſſage; and 1 agent to it, 
concluding that he only meant to ſpare him a 
renewal of his grief, which falſe hopes might 
occaſion ; and I, therefore, engaged the ſervant 
to ſilence. , Mr. De la Peronye, upon his ſecond 
viſit, gave us good hopes of our patient He 


” had but little fever, and he aſſured us, that, if 


it did not inereaſe, we might expect the beſt. 
Theſe hopes were confirmed the day followings 
uten he took off the dreſſings; and I was ready 
to ſend you this good news: but the patient ſtill 
oppoſed it, and made his ſervant promiſe to defer 
it *till he was perfectly well. Some days after 
he told me the reaſon of his exacting this ſilence. 
Death had removed certain prejudices ; the mar- 
quis was of opinion that he ought entirely to be 
removed from the world, but the circumſtance 
of his being an only ſan made him foreſee: that 
the exeeution of ſuch a deſign would be attended 
with many difficulties; and he was determined 
_to; let the. report of ; his; death prevail, that he 
might be at liberty to devote himſelf to penance. 
I did not eome into his. deſign *till I had urged 
every objection. againſt it that my prudence 
could dictate, and had received ſatisfactory 
anſwers. However, I inſiſted on his paſſing 
three months at La Trappr, before he entered 
into any engagement; and as that time is ex- 
pired, he only waits for my anſwer in order to 
. . take 
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take the habit, the probation he has n 
having only encreaſed his defire of. deyotin 8 


himſelf entirel y to God. 


| 0 of, lg was the report which the 


canon made to my huſband, in preſence of the 


 ſollicitor-general ; and in conſequence of this, 
we went immediately to La Trappe. As the 


marquis was not 'yet admitted of the houſe, I 


flattered myſelf that I might be able to ſpeak to 
kim, being willing to communicate to him what 
- you had told me concerning his wife—His father 

applied to the abbe, intreating him not to yield 


to the deſires of his ſon; and, that he might 
give him a ſtronger reaſon than that of paternal 
affection, he told him that the young marquis 


was married, and, conſequently, could not diſ-. 


poſe of himſelf—The abbe ſent for the penitent, 
who, as you may ſuppoſe, was not a little ſur- 
priſed to find himſelf in the preſence of his father 
He threw himſelf at his feet, without being 


able to ſpeak, and contented himſelf with em- 
bracing his knees When he ſpoke, it was only 
to conjure him that he would not oppoſe the re- 


ſolution with which God had inſpired him, of 
paſſing his days in that retreat. Sir, ſaid the 
abbẽ, I approve of your penitential zeal; but it 
is not conformable to conſcience— Tou have a 

| wife; 3 
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wife; and can you, without 2 crime, break 
thoſe ſacred bonds that unite you to her? The 
young marquis was confounded ; but his father 
having told him that J had ſomething of conſe- 
quence to communicate to him in regard to his 
wife, he recovered himſelf, and wiſhed to ſee 
me. He left his father, and came'to the place 
where I waited for him.— But, Heavens! how 
changed! how pale! how emaciated! his dreſs 
mean! his hair, the fineſt in the world, neg- 

lected and diſordered! Can you imagine what 
were my ſentiments on ſeeing him thus dif- 
guiſed ? Sentiments of reſpect, that threw me 
at his feet, the moment he was about to fall at 


mine ! Methought I ſaw him ſurrounded by the 


divine attributes of mercy, grace, and provi- 
dential care—Never ſhall I forget the impreſſion 
that the ſight of this holy penitent made upon 
me; he took my hand, kiſſed it reſpectfully, 
and obliged me to riſe. His father underſtood 
that he wanted to ſpeak to me in private, and, 
therefore, withdrew, upan pretence of recover- 
ing himſelf from thoſe agitations this interview 
had occaſioned. When he was gone — The 
marquis ſaid, may I venture to aſk you, madam, 
if my father knows how much I have abuſed and 
diſgraced him? The fear of affecting him too 

much prevented my giving him thoſe invincible 
reaſons 
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I conclude, from his oppoſing my deſign, che | 
wo: diferetion: and delicacy have made you cn 


be not afraid of hurting a wretch, who acknow- 
ledges himſelf worthy of univerſal contempt. I 
aſſured the marquis that I had diſcovered nothing 
to his father, but what was abſolutely nec: 

for the execution of what 1 looked upon as bis 
laſt will, and that he had never known the reſt, 
As you have carried your charity ſo far, anſwered 
he, I will deſire a new proof of it. My father 
knows not that unſurmountable barrier which 
the miſcondu& of Victoria has raiſed-between 
- her and-me-—TIt is ai ſufficient reaſon for our 
me. Aſſiſt me to give this motive weight with 
the abbe of Le Trappe, without ruining the re- 
putation of my unhappy wife in my father's 
opinion I find that my feeble, reſolutions would 
not hold a moment againſt the ſeductions of the 
world, the foree of bad example, and the power 
of inveterate habits. Methinks, the care I ought 

ts take of my ſalvation, ſhould prevail over 
ſtzhaſe motives of indulgence, that ſollicit me in 
fnavour of Victoria. IT have undone her; 1,ac- 
-knowledge:it'; but;ſhal-I throw myſelf into the 
| * Lopened for ene any _ 
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 ceal from him my crimes. Speak, madam, and == 
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bo of reſcuing her from it ? Set your heart at caſe, 


Gr, ſaid I to the marquis, Victoria will not be 
any obſtacle to the deſign you have formed of 
retiring from the world. Penetrated with the- 
moſt lively remorſe, her only deſire is to de- 
vote herſelf to a penitential life ; and the is, 
poſſibly; at this moment, in a retreat which 
dme friendſhip of Emerance has procured her. 
Read the expreſſions of a heart that is geally 
touched, and pardon her ſome diſcoveries which 
ſhe thought neceſſary for my ſafety. At the 
fame time, I gave the marquis his wife's letter ; 
which he could not read without tears of joy 3 
breaking off ſeveral times, to thank God, with 
an ardour that ſnlewed him to be extremely af- 
feed: When he had read it, he aſked me if E 
could behold; without horrour, a man, or, ra- 
_ © ther, a monſter, who had a deſign upon my 
life! Ah! my dear marquis! ſaid I, embracing 
him with the trueſt tenderneſs,” ought I to re- 
member thoſe faults that God has forgiven? 1 
only intreat that graeious Being to forgive mine 
as effectually as I forgot yours, the firſt moment 
I knew of your repentance. A converſation fol- 
lowred that: [ſhall never forget. The marquis 
gave me a lively picture of that broken and con- 
mite heart of which the Royal Prophet ſpeaxs, 
and which is generally conſidered” as the ex- 
Vo. II. M e 
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1 who ae s:more than 
feels. Mr. de Villeneuve being returned, 11 


told him, as I had agreed. with his ſon, that he 
would be conducted by the abbe de la Trappe, 


and implicitly follow his, advice, after having 


had one converſation with him in my preſence... 


The marquis, then, throwing himſelf a ſecond 


time at the feet of his father, intreated to be 
forgiven for that reſerve he had uſed towards 
him; it proceeds, ſaid he, from that reſpectfſul 
tenderneſs I owe you. You know not, you. 
have no idea of that wretch who has diſhonoured-- 
your name, or of the crimes he has committed. 
The marchioneſs, who has long diſcovered me, 


Has concealed from you their horrid circum- 

ſtances; and permit me to ſpare you them ſtill. 

Ah, my ſon! ſaid my huſband, embracing him, 

let us ſay no more of what has paſſed, and think 


only of repairing it by a new life. Who knows, 


better than myſelf, to what exceſſes a man may 


be carried who forgets God? I have more to 
atone for than you have; and, beſides my o.] ˙n 


faults, 1 baye yours to bewail. My, bad ex- 
ample! has undone you: 1 never ſought to inſpire 


70 with any but an heatheniſh virtue; which, 
violent paſſions, was but a feeble bar- 


„ rier. 1 interrupted | this too affecting diſcourſe 3 


4 JOS, marquis, n left us, obtained 
| a ſingular 


Aa —— c for e was a converſation.” f 
with the holy abbé de la Trappe. All that 
kad heard of this reſtorer of the religious life, al! 
that I had figured to myſelf, was inferior to 
what I found, I called him abbe, of courſe, 5 
but he had relinquiſhed his office in favour of 
one of his friars; who, being a ſteady admirer 
of his holy father's virtues, did nothing without 
| conſulting him, and had referred to him the 
trial of the marquis's call. Figure to yourſelf, 
8 madam, a body emaciated by auſterities, and 
the moſt cruel maladies, with a countenance on k 
which were painted peace, repoſe of conſcience, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. That firmneſs of 
foul which charity alone could move, was tem- 
pered by an invariable affability. Had I given 
way to my inclinations, I ſhould not have ſpoke 
to him in any other attitude than on my knees 
IIe heard, with patience, the long detail 14 
gave him of what had happened to our friends; 
but he could not conceal the tranſports which 
ſome parts of my narrative occaſioned. hos he 
young marquis attended, with trembling, the 
deciſion of this venerable man.—No, never did 
an ambitious aſpirer to a throne experience ſuch 
fears leſt it ſhould eſcape his graſp, as did this 
true penitent leſt he ſhould be refuſed admiſſion 55 


into an n houſe, the very ght bf which is formid⸗ 
ä able 
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able to nature. | When I had drag ſpeaking, the 
holy abbẽ, after recollecting himſelf a moment, 
ſaid to the petitioner, Vou acknowledge, ſir, that 
the irregularity of your wife is the effect of your 
curn conduct; ſhe was virtuous, till your bad ex- 
ample, your infectious converſation, taught her to 
ſtray: you muſt, therefore, no longer conſider her 


fuaults as a juſt reaſon for abandoning her; more- 


cuver, her repentance reſtores to her every right ſhe” 
Had to your tenderneſs, That wife, indeed, wiſhes 
for penance and retirement. But theſe ſhe may 
have without abſolutely giving up the world; 
and, without a very extraordinary call, we are 
not allowed to. diveſt ourſelves of thoſe condi- 
tions in which Providence has placed us. I ac- 
knowledge that the hiſtory of the church fur- 
niſhes many inſtances of huſbands who were ſe- 
- parated: from their wives, that they mi ight devote 
- themſelves wholly to the care of their ſalvation; 
and Heaven forbid that I ſhould blame ſo holy a 
reſolution; or diſſwade you from following their 
example: all I require is ſufficient time to ex- 
amine the call of the marchioneſs your wife. 
Perhaps ſhe has no other motive for it than de- 
ſpair of being reconciled to you: you ought to 
declare your forgiveneſs of her conduct in the 
ſtrongeſt manner. If, after that, ſhe ſhould 


perſevere in her defigni6f renouncin 8 the world, 
| you 
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you * 5 3 liberty to follow her Sampl 
and your reſpective engagements ought to take 
place the ſame day: you may wait here the ef- 
fect which your overtures ſhall produce; and, 
if her good intentions hold, we will grant you 
the aſylum you require. I admired the wiſdom 
of this deciſion; and, being willing to avail my- 
| ſelf of an opportunity I might never find. again, 

I conſulted this great man on the defire I felt 
of engaging my huſband to retire altogether to 
our poſſeſſions in the country, that we might 
have nothing to think of hut our eternal welfare. 
He praiſed. my good intentions; but added, he 
believed that God required me to continue where 
1 was; and that, in the mdſt of the world, 1 
might acquire the virtues and the crown of 4 
Solitaire, provided I were careful of diſengaging 
"my heart, and of edifying by good examples. 
He took upon him to inform my huſband of the 
reſult of our converſation, and to engage him 
not to oppoſe the intentions of Heaven with re- 
gard to his ſon, if they ſhould certainly be found 

to fix him in that houſe. While he was acquit- 
ting himſelf of this promiſe, the young marquis 
wrote a letter to Victoria, which he put into my 
hand, ſealed up, after it had been read by the 
abbẽ. I ſend it to you, madam, and deſire you 
* will aſſure ad ren that —_—_ can be more 
Howe. gd 7019 M 3. smcere 
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ncere than the reconciliation that her huſband 
offers Suffer her not, I intteat you, to liſten 
to deſpair, or even deſpondence, with regard to 
the manner of life ſhe ought to make choice of; 
and, above all, engage her to take ſufficient 
time to examine what ſhe ought to quit, and 
what the ought to purſue—1 think it would be 
beſt, at firſt, to conceal from her the marquis's 
converſion. But, no the ſenſe of his bad qua- 


unties might be amongſt her motives for refuſing 


a! reconciliation —What impertinence is this, 
madame! to dictate a conduct to you ! Forget 
*every thing I have ſaid, my dear friend! and 
uſe your own prudence on ſo delicate an occa- 
-fion. - You have penetration, and will under- 
ſtand Victoria. Moreover, I do not ſuppoſe that 
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TT is not without reaſon, my dear friend, 
that you admire our natal ftar; for, ſurely, 


| ee that preſided at both bur births 


We were both deſtined to experience events 


ſſ0o extraordinary, that, though true; they have 


8. 


not the appearance of probability. 
*muſt have given you the higheſt joy. Here is 


en laſt 


the ſolution of that enigma we had fo much dif- 


- ficulty to find out. Tt was during the recovery 


of the marquis that he wrote to you, and his 
combat preceded his letter: I had, indeed, grent 
difficulty to reconcile it with his converſion 


- Habit may eaſily draw us into a firſt movement, 
| that precedes reflection, if I may-uſe the ex- 


preſſion (for there is glways, at leaſt, a little) 


and I have no great faith in what they ſtrictly 


call firſt movements. When the fear and the 


love of God are eſtabliſhed in the heart, they 
render it active in the prevention, and vigilant 


in the apprehenſion of evil. A relapſe, ſuch as 


-one might ſuppoſe the combat of the marquis to 
be, would have indicated a falſe, or, at leaft, an 


yoke converſion — Thanks be to Heaven, 
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we have nothing of that kind to fear for our pe⸗ : 
nitent; for the finger of God may be viſibly 
traced in his conduct. That of Mr. De Rance 
does not ſurpriſe me I had obſerved in bim cir- 
cumſtances very much reſembling this; and his 


deal pigty plyays gave the preference.,to the ob- 
ſervatioꝝ of precepts rather than f counſdls, 
When the latter interfered with the former. Vie- 
Aoria is nat yet arrived: I expect her this even- 
ning: And hall not forget what you baye ſuggeſted 
with ard to her. I ſhall. not tell you that.! 
hhaye found my. huſband the fame he was when 1 
Joſt him. What 2 ſuperiot portion of virtues 
vnderſtanding and ſentiment has he acquired! 
It is with dilkculty my father-ig-law can ſuffgr 
Rim to be a moment gut of his light; and he 
leſſes thaſe misfoxtunes that haye rendered his 
ſon à perfect model of eyery excellence. We 
paſs. our days in the apartment of this tender 
ſather; and we paſs them in the moſt delightful . 


intercourſe.” St. Far adds to our felicity. _ 


| Want but you, madam. Why will not the weak- h 
ness of my father-in-law permit us to paſs ſome 
time with you ?—Why is the journey too much 
for your dear child? Were it not for that ob- 
ſtacle, I would inyite you to me to us. But 
am I not impertinent with my HA, How 
Apts | 18 wi ger" bn God, who knows 
better 
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better e we ought to do than we ourſelves, 
judges it to be more proper that we ſhould be 
aſunder. As to my huſband; you will not know 
him, if the fortunate moment 1 hope for ar- 
rives. He is more unlike the ſtrange noblen 
who was introduced to you by the marquis, than 
that ſtranger was to the ſlave. Through what 
ſufferings has he gone to obtain the felicity he 
enjoys | I will not make you anticipate them 
The narrative itſelf would, in that caſe, loſe it's 
force. I ſnatch ſome ſcraps of it But Annette, 
leſs diſcreet, ſtands behind her father's chair, 
and reads as he writes, telling him that her cu- 
rioſity i is the longing of a pregnant woman, and 
muſt not be oppoſed. . But there is nothing in 
that; it is only an air ſhe gives herſelf among 
us, when ſhe wants to carry any particular 
ene ee gt. 
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I am cilia. is Deſhomais Ele has, 
left Victoria in the place where I directed him 
to leave her: ſhe is alone Henrietta ſtays in 
England, where ſhe is married. But I will not 
ſuffer my friend to wait for me with Wixciety ; I 

| will finiſh ny letter at "oy return. 10! N 
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i; oucuT to. Sn added, if I were able— 
But, indeed when I left her, I might have ſaid 
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with David, My eyes are ſo dim with my tears 


that they ſee nõt the light Vet theſe Were not 


the tears of grief They flowed from j joy, pity, 
tenderneſs, and admiration. I found Victoria 
5 pale, languid, trembling; in a poor ſtuff gown; 


her fine hair cut ſhort, and her cap coarſe. As 


8. you obſerved of her hufband, all her externals 
announced the penitent. I ſhall not repeat to 
A you, her converſation—lIt is impoflible : I was 


too much affected by it to endeavour to retain it 


| —How great is the progreſs ſhe has made in re- 
-  pentance! She ſollicited me to procure her the 
retreat ſhe had mentioned in her letter from 


London, I topped her, by making uſe of Mr. De 


- Rance's argument. Can you diſpoſe of yourſelf 
without the conſent of the marquis? And hat 


intereſt can he take in an infamous creature, 


who has diſhonoured him? ſaid ſhe. Should the 
ſentiments of honour ever be revived in him, he 


would haye recourſe: to the laws, in order to 
force me to that retreat which I voluntarily ſeck. 


You need not fear any ſuch meaſures ſrom him, 
ſaid I: what the world calls honour might 
dictate to him ſuch a conduct, but religion wil! 
ſuggeſt to him different duties, which he will 


diſcharge towards you-—lt is from him I 


could not proceed — At an expreſſion Which 
ſeemed to indiegte a converſion i in the marquis, 


N Es n 
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Victoria drew afide the hood which in a great. 


- meaſure concealed her eyes and face, looked 


earneſtly upon me; then, kneeling, with folded 


hands — Live I to hear it! Sentiments of religion 
in my huſband! Has Heaven, then, heard the 


prayers that his wretched wife has offered. up | 


"continually for his reformation ? To have Known 


what ſhe felt at this time, my dear friend, you 
ſhould have read her ſentiments in her aſpect. 


A ray of joy had entirely changed her counte- 
nance; her colour canie again, and her heart, as 
-the afterwards owned to me, opened itſelf to the 


- firſt emotion of pleaſure it had hitherto experi- 


enced. Vou have nothing more to wiſfi for him 
than perſeverance, ſaid I, interruptitig het, ahd 


it is impoſſible that there ſhould be a more per- 


fect converſion than that of your huſband?” &h ! 
then, "cried the with emotion, he will know the 
- neceſſity there is for my having recourſe to the 
ſeverities of a ſequeſtered life. Could he Have 
the cruelty to expoſe me to new petils ? N 

will throw myſelf at his feet—I will lay beſhre 
him the fruit of my criminal amour, that I may 
at once excite. his pity aud his indignätien. 
What could he do with a wretch” whoin® he 


would evermore ſes! drowned" In tears, who 


could not'hive'theefffontety to appear amoöngſt 
dee not even för Abr to 
| M 6 8 divulge 


{ 
' 
« 
4 
I 
I 
* 


L. 
| 
7 
* 
Hl 


es” Ts vo — — l 
N 7 x 


262 E T F 2 * 8. 


divulge her crimes. He will not harden himſelf | 
- againſt my requeſt ; he will leave me at large 
to diſpoſe of myſelf. But, my dear friend, ſaid 
I, cannot you repair your faults by the practice 
of the Chriſtian virtues, and encourage him in 
the ſame practice by your example? Beware of 
an imprudent zeal, and do not lay up future re- 
ret, by precipitating yourſelf into auſterities, 
13 which. may, poſſibly, become odious to you, 
When the moſt ſolemn vows have precluded the 
power of future change. Hear me, madam, | 
ſaid Victoria; I had no thoughts of taking the 
ib; not that .I fear that regret, Which, con- 
_ cluding from my weakneſs, you, perhaps, not 
. unreaſonably, foreſee ; that conſideration would 
not withhold me; for I could de all things through 
R him that frrengtheneth me. but I have not the 
| preſumption, to wiſh for admittance amongſt 
choſe who follow the lamb in pure and unſullied 
arments; 1 ſhould; be afraid that God would 
| end an angel to drive me out of ſuch a ter- 
| | reſtrial paradiſe—It is with proſtitutes I ought 
to rank; and I ſhould conſider it as a favour 
from Heayen to be dragged thither with public 
-gnominy+., You are afraid I ſhould be diſguſted. 
Ahl madam ! I have not yet loſt ſight of that 
- fexy gulf where the wretched father of my child 


bs offering tax theſs erimes in which I was his 
9209ibodg | accomplice ; ; 
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: |zecomplice : it ſeems to me, every moment, WW 
if he were calling me; as if he ſhewed me the | 
"_ to which I was deſtined. 5 With ſuch hor- ; 
rid ideas, can any thing elſe appear difficult? 
Can I ceaſe to adore and love that God who has 
n me from this dreadful evil? Can I paſs. 
a ſingle moment without teſtifying my gratitude 
by the ſacrifice of my life, and of whatever elſe 
may be moſt difficult ?—I could no longer dif- 

- ſemble my ſentiments—F ollow, my dear friend, 
ſaid I; follow the holy impulſe that directs you 
our huſband gives you the example—It is 
from La Trappe he writes to you; undoubtedly, 
to ſollicit your. conſent, which will be neceſſary 

for his admiſſion into that houſe—At the ſame 
time I, preſented to her the marquis's letter; 
- which having twice peruſed, ſhe ſaid, One thing 
only detains me It is on the | ſame day that we 
- ought both to quit the world for ever. I have 
told you my ſentiments with regard to religious 
houſes ; could there one be found wherein they 
would ſhut me up within four walls after my 
_ profeſſion, that no one might aſſociate with ſuch 
a a creature as myſelf? My dear Victoria, anſwered 
I, your ſentiments are certainly laudable when 
you think that you are unworthy to aſſociate 
with the ſpouſes of Chriſt ; nevertheleſs, virtue 
itlelf en to have it's bounds, and it is far 
obedience 
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into the religious life depends entirely on-your -. 
irrevocable engagement. You will not enter 
into this except in ſome approved order; and, 
of conſequence, you are under a neceſſity either 
of taking the veil, or of returning to the mar- 


5 quis — This alternative requires ſerious reflec- 


tion; take time to conſider of it. We have 
here people of learning and piety; conſult with 


| them. One thought, added I, occurs to me 
When you anſwer your huſband's letter, incloſe 


one to the abbé de la Trappe: tell him your 
faults, and your intentions; and conduct your- 
ſelf by his advice. Till you receive his anſwer, 
you may continue here, in as private a manner 
as you pleaſe; your ſervant ſhall not know who 
you 'are—Servant ! ſaid ſhe, interrupting ine: 


ah, madam ! no one ſhall be ſo much degraded 


as to become my ſervant. I will be alone, if 
you pleaſe : my victuals will require but little 
dreſſing; and a witneſs would reftrain my tears. 


5 1 was obliged to agree to her requeſt, but in- 


ſiſted that her victuals ſhould be ſent to her 
>ready=dreſt ;' and ] promiſed to obſerve her de- 
tres with regard to frugality. I never yet had 
dared: to ſpeak to her on the ſubject of Henri- 
1 —— unaſkced, to tell me 
ry-—But ah diſtreſsful! Vou re- 
x member 


obedienee to fix them. The marquis's reception 


— 
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miner that, in one of her letters, ſlo told me 
Henrietta was determined to follow her In con- 
ſequence, ſhe prepared for her voyage, and had 
left her lodgings the evening before the day 
fixed for their departure, in order to go to Hen- 
rietta's. It is probable ſhe had taken care to 
inform her lover of her approaching departure, - 
Perhaps, too, he had an eye upon her. Be 
that as it may This man, in great diſtraction, 
came to ſee her at Victoria's; and, finding that 
ſhe was determined to leave: England, he had 
recourſe to the only means by which he could 
| hope to retain her, which was, to offer her mar- 
riage, and a conſiderable jointure. As he was 
by no means an agreeable perſon, Victoria did 
not apprehend any danger from the temptation 
D —S$he conſidered not, that the indolent Henri- 
etta, fond of eaſe and conveniency, looked up- 
on fortune as one of the bleſſings of life; or, 
at leaſt, as a neceſſary inſtrument to procure 
thoſe bleſſings. She, therefore, quitted Victoria, 
notwithſtanding her tears, with fair promiſes 16 
preſerve her faith, and live like a Chriſtian. 
With regard to faith, J know not: whether ſne 
has much to loſe— There is one ſure dependance, 
which is, that ſhe will not be much perſecuted 
on that account. The hate of Catholies! is 
much abated in 9 if I may believe our | 
2105 friend; 


- | . 
| 
; 
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WO . there it is the general perſwaſion, 
that God has no regard to diſtinctions of faith, 
and that all worſhip is the ſame; that he wil! 


love the Catholics, and people of a different 
ſect from the church of England, if their morals 


be as unexceptionable. You will find in this 
packet letters from Victoria to her huſband and 


Mr. de Rance. She dares not write to you, any 
more than to Mr. de Villeneuve: but ſhe bids 


me tell you, that no one can reſpect you more. 


or 821 in ber need of your prayers, 
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LUCY 10 BMBRANCE. 
R. 1 Villeneuve would truſt gobod y * 


? — 3 


her huſband : he is gone to La Trappe, an 


will make new efforts to bring off bis ſon. To 


any one but you, madam, I ſhould ſay that ] 


wiſh him to ſucceed ; my daughter would gain 


ſo much by his retirement, that 1 ſhould not 


dare to expreſs any other ſentiment. God, howr. 


ever, knows my contempt of riches ; ; and I can 


truly ſay to you, that I would give the half of | 
What I am worth, would it ſecure to the mar- 


quis and his wife perſeverance. i in their call, How 
happy, to have it in their power to embrace 2 


condition, which at once exempts them from 


every peril of the ſoul, and from every care exr 
cept the care of their ſalvation | The tears ſpring 
into my eyes while I write this ; ; and I am fo 
_ miſerable in being incapacitated to follow their 

example, that 1 almoſt repine. This, it may 
be ſaid, is a temptation; but, conſider, madamy 
I intreat you, how hard it is to loſe half one's 


life in trifles, when the whole ought to be l 


employed in the ſeryice of God | I muſt think 
no 


the conveyance of Victoria 8 letter to | 


| 
| 
l 
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no more of this; J am fearful of betraying a want 
of ſubmiſion—I muſt write a line to the holy 
penitent !—O, how do I envy her fervour, her 
love of humiliation] How inferior myſelf! Far 
from making any progreſs in that ſcience, I aſ- 
ſure you that I loſe ground Once 1 held as 
nothing public cenſures; my philoſophy made 
me fit eaſy under that contempt which I was not 
conſcious of having merited. I loved prayer 
and good works: but theſe are no more—Theſe 
are vaniſhed, and nothing is left me ſave a mere 
. willingneſs to ſerve my God, ſteady, indeed, 
but impotent. I am under an oppreſſion which 
| I cannot account for; but, after all, I ought to 
depend on the aſſiſtance of the Divine Being ; ; it 
was he who deſtined me to this Ration ; it was 
not of my own ſeeking. Beſides theſe evils, 
there is another which I have not known before 
(My health declines—It is not any diſorder, 
but a kind of languor, an uneaſy lowneſs, which 
has obliged me to make uſe of ſuch auxiliaries | 
as I have hitherto laughed at. Inſtead of making | 
advances in the ſpirit of penitence, my cares are 
exerciſed by every object about me; my body 
takes up all my own attention, and all the at- 
tention of others How ridiculous is this, and 
how tedious ! Ten years more, or leſs, of a' 


Ufe like this ! Are they worth fo much con- 
ſtraint 


: : "of 8 2 — = 5 '1 ot 2 
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the ſoul ? Let me put an end td this let- 

ter; for I find it will only be a picture of my 
yt ſenſations z and why ſhould I infect you 
with the ſame painful melancholy ? We: 
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WAS apprehenſive, my Fo. Victoria, with 
regard to thoſe tranſports into which the mi- 
raculous converſion of your huſband would 
throw you. Like the prodigal, he has returned 
from a far country ; but. he travels at ſuch a 
pace as to leave all others behind. I am come 
from him greatly dejected; for how ſhould one 
hope to imitate ſuch virtues? Heaven ſeems to 
have made no diſtinction between him and you, 
in the diſtribution of it's graces; and it gives 
you the greateſt of bleſſings, in the inclination 
and the means to quit the world. All have not 
the ſame happineſs; and I know thoſe who 
| would purchaſe ſuch a call at the expence of 
* half their lives. I approve of your referring the 
| deciſion of your deſtiny to Mr. de Rancé: he 
is a man replete with the ſpirit of God: and I 
deſire all credit in this declaration, as I am not 
partial in his favour. On the contrary, I ſhould 
Father have Tome reſentment againſt him, as it 
is by his deciſion that we continue in that world 
which 1 deteſt; and where 1 every moment 
meet 


3 | x 8 | 
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meet with diſguſt and perils. | Let me have 


your prayers for the- divine protection under 
ſuch circumſtances: you owe me this for the 


ſincere and conſiſtent friendſhip I bear you, 
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Y huſband is W from La Trappe, fa 
touched, ſo penetrated with what he has i 


ſeen, that he appears to be a different man. Victo-— 
ria's letter has determined the abbẽ to offer her a 


place in the Clairets; it is a convent of women 


dependent on La Trappe, and, as they ſay, leſs au- 


ſtere. She will paſs three months in tryal; after 


Which ſhe will take the habit the ſame day with 


her huſband ; who, in the mean time, goes thro”. 


all the exerciſes of the ſociety with a zeal that 
requires to be reſtrained. He has made a kind 


of general confeſſion to his father, and has owned 
to him his intention to poiſon me as well as my A 
child. Within the two days that my huſband 
was at L. Trappe, he was preſent at the death 


of one of thoſe holy Solitaires, who had lived 


there twenty-four years. He was at church the L 


evening before, ſupported by ſome of the monks, 


and received the holy viaticum, and the extreme 


unction. Peace and joy were painted on his 

cCountenance, and mingled their ſmiles with the 
| ſhades of death. As his laſt moments approached, | 

a mouraful and ſolemn bell ſummoned the ſo- 


ciety 
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eiety to appear in the ſick- chamber. The. ground 
was ſpread with ſtraw, and they made a croſs in 

| aſhes—At the fi ight of this the ſick man ſum- 
moned all his ſtrength, and cried out in tranſ-. 


port, 1 ſhall not ſay, like St. Andrew, O, happy 
_ croſs J. but” I ſay,” O happy aſhes, that ſhall . 
finiſh my ſacrifice ! Then he aſked his ſuperior 


whether the joys he had in dying were not pre- 


ſumptuous, ſeeing that a miſerable ſinner, like 
- himſelf, had reaſon: to fear the judgments of © 
God. "Encouraged by his ſage inſtructor, he 
lay down on thoſe aſhes, and told him that his 
læaſt moments were diſturbed by a painful reflec- 
tion. I have a brother, ſaid he, whom I greatly 
loved; and whom J have left in the world, given 
up to thoſe exceſſes that make me tremble for 


his ſalvation. Take comfort, brother, ſaid the 


abbs, your brother has been fourteen years in 


this hauſe. Vou muſt ſuppoſe, then, madam, 
that-this brother was preſent, yet nothing eſcaped 
him by which the marquis could diſcover who 


he. Was. I ſhould never have done, were I to 
thay my huſband obſerved in this ſanctuary. He 
ſaw his ſon at work with the noviciates, and 
could not forbear weeping to behold with what 
_  ardour he gave himſelf up to that toil. * Never- 
_ he begins to be of eren; that, for 


thoſe 
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thoſe who FIR a ſuſbiency . of faith, fuck 4 
Kind of life. is preferable. to all that the world 
can flatter us wich fend you MF. de Ranc&'s 
anſwet, . together with that of the marquis, * 
our dear penitent; if the perſeveres in Her reſo- 
lutions, you may ſend her under the eondudt of 
a. ſafe guide — She will paſs through Paris: ho 
do I long to embrace her ! Vet if it mould af: 
fe. her top much, I would rather deny ones 
that ſatisfaction, than give her tlie leaſt pain. 
tis nble to think of the violent anguiſh ag 
fn uffer on parting with ker child That ſacrifice 
will be heroic ; it is true; ſhe need riot be under 
aby anxiety for kim, as you take him under 
yqur care: I envy you' that ſatisfaction Have 
1 told you that the marquis gives that child 
wenty thouſand livres? I am perſwaded that 
| my huſband will add to it, if he does well: 
Happily he is, or rather will be, in Hands" that 
capable of treating him properly, and of ef- 
cing. every trace of thoſe vices which he ma 
have inherited from his father, ſuppoſing that 
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her huſband is perfectly i ignorant that the woman 
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ANSWER your letter with all poſſible ex 

pedition, that you may receive this before 
the arrival of Victoria at Paris. I was troubled 
to find a ſaſe guide; but Deſhomais ſet me at 
caſe—He was glad to oblige me in this, and, at 
the ſame time, to have the honour of becoming 
acquainted with you. Annette very much 'ap- 
proved of this journey: as ſhe is in the ſecret; 
ſhe is of opinion that too much cannot be done 
for a woman who has the honour of being re- 
lated to you, and whoſe preſent diſpoſition ren- 
ders her reſpectable. I admire her diſcretion ; 


for whom he is about to do this ſecond fervice, 
is that Victoria of whom he has ſo often heard 
us ſpeak. All he apprehends is, that ſhe is u 
widow-lady, and related to the marquis de Vil- 
leneuve. I have never paſſed a day without fee- 
ing Victoria; and, on the third day, I diſco- 
vered that ſhe had not touched the little provi- 
ſions I had ſent her from the cook's ſhop—lt is 
after dinner that I viſit her. Pretending I would 


ſee her at that time, I went early i in the morn- 
Vol. II. | N | ing, 3 
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ang, and met on her ſtairs a poor woman, with 


a covered plate. As ſhe could. only come from 
her, I had the curioſity to interrogate her, and 


to learn what ſhe had got. She owned to me 
that ſhe came twice a day to receive alms from 


_ a. ſtrange lady who lodged . in that apartment; 
by all which it was plain, that our friend ſub- 


ſiſted herſelf on bread and water. I could not 


F forbear chiding her for this exceſſive auſterity, 


and I had a good deal of dificulty to perſwade 
her to eat, at leaſt, a ſmall part of what was 


E brought her. She read, on her knees, the let- 
ters I put into her hands, and the perfection of 


her obedience gave me the ſtrongeſt proof of the 


reality of her devotion. Not one diſſiculty 3 not 
oge remonſtrance; ſhe deſired me to ſend her 


away when I ſhould think proper. A look ſhe 
caſt on her child moved her; L cannot ſay that 


1 a8 brought tears into her eyes; for they have 

never been dry ſince ſhe came to this place She 
took the infant in her arms, and holding it up 
to Heaven, ſhe ſaid to me, Alas! I find that I 
am a mother: but the thought of this child's 
good fortune comforts me: you will be a mother 


to it Vou have promiſed me E repeated your 


ꝓPromiſes on that head, and read to her the ar- 
aicle in your letter, where you mention the little 


Jum allotted for the child. Ah! faid ſhe, it is 


not 
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not wealth I wiſh for it, but views; Let it, if 


it were ſo neceſlary, be deſtitute of every gift 
of ſortune; but preſerve that grace which God 


mas deigned to confer upon it by my hands. 


Theſe words put me in mind that the ceremony 
"of baptiſm had not been adminiſtered to. this 
child. I had thought of it many times, and 

was ſometimes afraid that our friend, from the 

diſtreſs in Which the then was, might have 
omitted ſome eſſential part of the office—T pro- 
poſed to her that it ſhould receive this ſacrament 


* conditionally, and offered myſelf to be it's god- 


mother This propoſal gave her great conſola- 
lation; I, therefore, ſtood for the child, to- 


gether with Deſhomais, on whom I have taken 


great pains to inculcate the facred duties wich 
that auguſt ceremony enjoins. I would provide 
and multiply reſources for this child; that it may 
not be deſtitute, if you and F ſhould be taken 
from it. It was baptized by the name of Francis, 
ant received the ſurname of Desſontaines. I 
could not think; -without' hor rohr, of it's bear- 
ing the name of that monſter who was it's father; 

r we dich not Know his real name. 

- had but twenty<four hours to prepare for our 
friend's journey, and it was flot without” re- 
b MIA CEE a ory was eome 


** 


266 E HT T E 1 41 


into an Ufrorable habit of edifying every dayin 
| her company, and I derived a great advantage 


from it, which I was about to forfeit; 1 have 
told you, that J always found her in tears, and 


F 
; ſhe took no more nouriſſiment than was nedeſ- 
gp cy merely to ſave her from Periſhing by hunger. 

Vet ſtill ſhe retained a wonderful beauty. What 
a ſacrifice'to God! I went, the evening before 

her departure, to embrace her for the laſt time, 

| and to take her child. I was apprehenſivweg as 
1 Well as you, that her grief would be exceſſive; 
| | | but our friend ſacrificed every thing without re- 
| | - ſerve; and any one; who had known her leſs, 


would have concluded, that ſhe parted: with no 
| object that was dear or valuable to her. Never- 
theleſs, her firmneſs could not hold-it out'to the 
end; and, when I roſe to leave her, ſhe fainted 
Away. "When ſhe recovered, ſhe aſked my pax 
don, as if ſhe had done ſomething whereof ſhe 
ouſt to be aſhamed; and; without caſting u 
Look on her fori, the threw herſelf at the fver of 
ber crucifix, and,  fighing,' made this ſacrifive. 
Her weakneſs made me afraid to leave her alone 
I gave her child into the bands of ane of my 
"He Women, that remained in "iny'coach, and had 
"ay brett; after wich I continued with her 
ill the night was = deten Deſbomais 


els: | 
EW -- | came, 


— 


La r er 
egmei at break of day, to receive, her, and I 
choſe rather that ſhe ſhould want ſome hours of 

fleep, than be expoſed to remain long alone i in 8 
that agitated condition. Nou will ſee her ; the | 
will not refuſe that humiliating interview; 
though ſhe has owned that the ſight both of Jon 
and of Mr. de Villeneuve, will be Extrerpely 
affecting. Her child ſhall be nurſed in my own 
apartments 3 l will not loſe ſight of him: 4 con- 
ſider him as a ſacred depoſit, for which God will 
require an account of me. But how ſhall, we 
totally. conceal his birth ? He i is now at the hoſ- 
pital, -whither J muſt go, to- morrow, with An- 
nette, as it were, out of curioſity ;. and, we ſhall 
tell my father-in-law, that ſhe, was touched with : 
the beauty of the pretty innocent, and had a 
deſire to bring it up. This repreſentation | of. 
95 things i is only for the marquis. Deſhomais 
knows that it belongs to a perſon Who is dear 
to mes, ſor this was what I told him when. he 
named: the child. You, will receive, by, the 
next poſt, a ſurpriſing, narrative. of the misfo - 
tunes of my huſband, which are io extraordi inafy, 
chat they would, make ng bad figure in a ro- 
mance. 1 wait, with impatience, for, an ge- 
count of your interview with our friend. 1 haye 
deſited. Deſhomais to; conduct, her, | on, her * 
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rival, to a iy Mies lodging : as ſhe is 


known to all your people, I did not think it 
prudent that ſhe ſhould appear at your houſe, 


Such a circuniſtance would give too much room 


to talk, and would appear pon after the 
poblie notice of her elope ment. den ANN 
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ber; To EMERANCE. 


E have ſeem ber; duden and hive been | 
ſo affected by the moving ſpectacle, that 
ve ſhall never forget it. Mr. Deſhomais wrote 
to us from Lyons, to notify the day of his ar- 
rival, and to inform us that he ſhould ſtop at 
HFolland-houſe. We waited for them there; 
but, in conſideration of my friend, I placed my 
huſband in an adjoining apartment, and re- 
mained alone in the room whither Deſho- 
mais was to conduct her. I had, as it were, 
the inſtinctive - precaution to deſire the hoſteſs 
would not accompany her to this chamber. 1 
was afraid of a ſcene which came to paſs. 
When I heard the carriage enter the court, I 
bad much ado to. forbear running to meet her; 
yet I put a conſtraint upon myſelf, and was ſa- 
tisfied with waiting at the door of the apartment, 
I flew to her with tranſport ; but, breaking from 
her embraces, The proſtrated herſelf on the floor, 
and, without any concern about the preſence of 
Deſhomais, ſhe told me that ſhe was_unworthy | 
of thoſe marks of tenderneſs I had ſhewn her, 
and that, in my preſence, ſhe was determined 

5 „ — —_—_ 
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not. to quit the poſture in which ſhe ao. 
There was no means of making her riſe, but by 

_throwing myſelf into the ſame poſture, andode- 
ing that I would. continue in it, ſo long as 


dhe ſhould do the ſame, - I uſed every means to 
 Ieftors harito en which the bad fer- 


„Was fox 3 eee Fd her 
| -wonted, air of — and — 
; de . And e She, 
ubted]y, was about to mention more tender 
ſentiments; but ſhe reſtrained herſelf, and added, 


Heaven knows, madam, what I feel for you. 
-Dp me the favour to believe, chat I 1 


to 5 "the wrt fo moved chat I 3 
ſpeak Mr. Deſhomais, in order to divert the 
ſcene, gave me your letter. When 1 had read 
it, Victoria aſked me if ſhe ſhould: have the 
_honour of ſeeing Mr. de Villeneuve. He is not 
far off, ſaid I; nevertheleſs, I: muſt reſolve to 
Ailappoint the deſire he has of embracing you, 
unleſs you will promiſe me not to quit the poſ- 
ture in which you now are; ; ſhould you do other- 
wiſe, it would affect him too much, and hurt 
his health! Heaven forbid. it, anſwered ſne; - 
| IRA and will be ſatisfied with 


wy  -- * proftrating | 
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proſtrating my heart bek e him; before you And z 
allithe world for that is the ſituation in which 
- Lought for ever to be. I had promiſed my huf- 
: doped! that I would ring when he was wanted. 
He appeared, and Victoria was ſufficiently miſ- 
 grefs:af herſelf to keep her word; The marqu's 
- embraced her, called ber his is dear daughter, 
ſpoke to her of his ſon, and forgot nothing that 
might contribute to remove that air of confuſion 
which appeared on her countenance. He could 
not ſucceed, and I perceived that it coſt her in- 
finite pain to ſit In dis preſence. I know nb t 
what idea Mr. Deſhomais would form of us 
during that half hour. 8o much taken up as 
ve were by the affecting object before us, it is 
certain that we hardly paid him the attention of 
common civility. I recollected the impropriety, 
> - begging. he would excuſe it; and, if I might 
believe him, he was himſelf ſo much affected 
with what he had ſeen, that he took no notice 
of the coldneſs of our behaviour. My huſband's 
expreſſions informed him who it was that he had 
conducted to Paris, and the eoncern he could 


not ſorbear taking in her behalf, from the time 


that he had : brought her from Genoa," was;! by 
that means, greatly inoreaſed! It Was not ill 
his return from Claireis chat he told me What 
have written 3 andy the reſt of ene time that he 
A ſtong N 5 | ral 
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paſſed with Victoria, he had the prudence to let 

nothing eſcape; him that might i intimate the leaſt 

knowledge of her misfortunes. Had we liſtened 
to the impatient zeal of Victoria, ſhe would 
haye ſet. ff the next day; ſo much did ſhe long 
to commence her ſacrifice. But my huſbend 
deſired, her to indulge: us with three days. He 
would have conducted her himſelf to the abbey 

of ¶Qairett, and would have preſented her as his 


ie e procure her greater reſpeck. 
A contrary reaſon induced our friend to defife 
that ſhe might be received as a ſtranger. At laſt, 
however, ſhe gave up the point, and has been 
gone theſe three hours in the marquis's poſt< 
chaiſe. Deſhomais accompanies them on horſe- 
back; and for me, poor invalid, who am ill all 
over, without any fixed complaint, and can 
hardly ſupport myſelf, it was neceſſary for me, 
agreeably to the orders of my phyſician, to ſtay 
at Paris. I ſhall paſs the time of their journey 
in retirement My indiſpoſition affords me this 
advantage, that it exempts me from company: 
I ſee nobody but the count and his lady; who, 
in a different way, are prodigies of virtue. I 
edified them much by deſcribing the conduct of 
our holy penitent; and J have meditated, par- 
ticularly, on the pious things I heard her ſay; 
that is, in ſhort, on every thing that came out 
| | * 


14 1 1 1 9. 275 
6f her mourh. She ſpoke much 20's con cm 
m rance of that poor 

diſſipated woman wounded" her heart; and T 
hope that Heaven will liſten to the prayers ſhe 
continually offers up for her. I ſay nothing to 

my dear Annette concerning her buſband; and 
T frankly own, that, entirely taken up Wick my 
friend, I dad obſerved nothing more of him 

than his mere perſon. It is heceſſary'T Ould 
Alk her pardon for many other things Gor in- 
ſtanee, ſhe muſt reconcile” herſelf to à month's 
abſence ; be promiſed te ſtay fo long with" as, 
and I will not abate him a ſingle nor. N 
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3 þ Hf Apologies. you make with md 
n to Deſhomais, came very 


* 
2 


| 2-propos pg remind me of thoſe I awe: to you: 


but why, ſhould I trouble myſelf. about them 
am convinced of your friendſhip; you ought.to_ 


rely on mine; and our mutual avocations are 2 
ſyſfigient reaſon ſor our mutual indulgence. 


was really frighted at the failure of your health, 
and at thoſe pains which you create to yourſelf 


Fl had axthouſand things to ſay to you on that 


ſubject, and my concern for Victoria has effaced 
them all. 1 know, by experience, that kind 
of diſorder with which you are attacked, and, 


. under. favour of your phyſicians,/it is not reſt 
Y | that 1 18 neceſſary for you. On the contrary, you 


ſhould be in motion, and take moderate exercife. 
Your; complaint has its ſource in thoſe in- 
quigtudes you bave very improperly ſuffered to 
take hold of you. Remember well, my dear, 


Mie perfection of piety conſiſts in doing the 


of God. That will, with regard to your - 


Gif," is not difficult to be underſtood. He has: 
te per ſtation; and your uneaſineſs in 


that 


21 
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that ſtation is a great imperfection — Humble 
yourſelf ſq; much as to believe it was not his 


pleaſure that you ſhould be worthy of the lot 
'of retired ſanctity, but humble yourſelf without 


mortification, o or anxiety Do you ſuppoſe that 
vou know better what is proper for you than 
your Creator? Do you think that he is wanting 
in power, or in goodneſs? You will tell me, 
perhaps, that the anch of your living in the 
World is a chaſtiſement; and ſuppoſe it were 
even ſo know you not that God wounds only 
that he may heal? Submit to his pleaſure” with- 
out-murmuring, without reflection, or remon£ 
ſtrance. - Detach your heart from that world'i in 
which it is your Tot to live ; make a ſacrifice a 
your dangers, your diſguſt, your love of retire- 
ment, to the diſpoſer of your fate; and you 
may, by that means, as effectually arrive at 
perfection as Victoria i in her cloiſter. How kind 
in the marquis to accompany her ! It was an act 
of humanity and charity neceffary to ſupport the 
courage of our dear friend. You ſhall know 
what we have propoſed My  father-in-lJaw' is 
entirely recovered from that ſickneſs, which : 
made us apprehenſive for his life, and' he is now” 
ſo: well, that he has had the courage to propoſe 
a viſit but to whom? Can you "gueſs ? 1 wilt 
ou 9 in a way to do it—Itis to a woman whs* 
| 1s 


is very dear to me; to a friend whom long to 
chide, and to cure of her preſent complaints. 


The enigma is now elear; and I am vain 


enough to think, that the mere idea of our being 


will be determined eight days hence Vou know 


my activity where my heart has any concern! 


and, in conſequence of that knowledge, yo 


may conclude what care I ſhall take to carry this 
ſcheme into execution. Say nothing to Deſho- 


mais; we have a mind to ſurpriſe him. In the 
mean time, I ſend you what will employ you 
agreeably—lt is a narrative of the ſtrange ad- 
' ventures of my huſband, who accuſes himſelf 
for not having ſufficiently teſtified his gratitude | 
to you. But that, I am ſure, is fuperfluous ! 
for it was ſo powerful a principle in him, that 
*. DOA not avoid ere e it as pid Se bl 
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of O U. have getred, wks; Ke 1 Js 
give you an hiſtory of. my misfortunes - But, 
why. would. you. bring, to my | remembrance 2 
painful dream, from which I have juſt ee 
to happineſs ? What elegance, moreover, can 
| be expected i in. the magie, from a man who, 


22 57 7 having 


together for ſome months will do you more good | 


7 
— 


hardly able to ſpeak my native language; and; 
if the French is a little more familiar to me; 


L + 7 TE A. en 
| deprived of all cultivated ſociety for 


—— of fourteen years, is become almoſt as 


favage as thoſe with whom he lived? I am 


becauſe Thad ſometimes occaſion to ſpeak it, it 
is only ſo in the common terms of converfation: 
I could not reſolve to obey you,” were it poſſible 
for me to refuſe ſo ſmall a thing to her who has 
laid me under every obligation: but my ſtyle 
has need of great indulgence, and you will — 
be convinced that I __ it not without ne n 


wa TYy 


Lg iharthidocks! has told you City Aiſtra&tion 


nàt the moment I was torn from her; but ſne 
could give you only a very inadequate picture 


of it. Your own conceptions muſt make up the 


 reſt—You know her, madam, and that know- 


ledge muſt give you the beſt idea of what I ſuf- 
fered when ſhe was dragged from me. The ſa- 


vage minifters of my rival's cruelty were not to 


be ſoftened, and they carried their barbarity ſo 
far as to inſult my defpair—No, the laſt word is 
too ſtrong: the fortitude I had acquired from 
the ſtudy of religion prevented my falling i into 


that ſtate of mind; and yet my pains were in- 


cteaſed, while the faculty of feeling them in all 


weir extent was en and the reſource of 


ending 
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1 ending, them by a voluntary death was eut/off;: 
| Being arrived at the ſhip which was to tranſport 
me to Canada, I as abandoned to the brutality. + 
gf the ſailors, who: threw;; me, without pity, 


into the bottom of the hold, and allowed me 


nothing, during the paſſage, but as much biſe 
cuit and water as were neceſſary to keep me from 


ſtarving Vet it was not my own ſufferings that 
I felt ſo ſenſibly in this horrid voyage. I judged 


of che height of my father's reſentment from the 
rigorous treatment I had ſuffered: and, as he 


could carry his barbarity to ſuch a pitch againſt 


bis only ſon, what had I not to fear for my wiſe 
and my daughter? Whatever could happen to 


them moſt dreadful, preſented itſelf to my ima- 


gination. I found ſome relief, however, even 


in the extremity of my apprehenſions—1 con- 
cluded that the poor objects were ſacrificed, to 


bis hatred; and the reflection that death had 
exempted them from his cruelty, afforded me | 


ſome eaſe. Judge of what I felt, madam, from 
that kind of conſolation whieh the horrid thought 
afforded me I had been a fortnight in my dune 
geon, when Heaven provided me a relief which 
was, in the conſequence, of great ſervice to 


me An this ſhip there were, as uſual, two ſur- 
geons. T be firſt was a: man Who had been ap- 


pointed only byrſavour. oHe was ſan to tber 


510 tain's 
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tin s Rutſe brutal; ignorant, and1addiQudines 
drinking! Phe ſecond was à young man, Wh 
det eniy had great {hill in his prefeſton, but 


had alcb ſtudied phyſio. I mention this to v 


becauſe/it was to bis ſkill in that I owe the ' haps! 
pines of writing'to Jou, as you will find inthe 
| ſequebof my narrative. He was beloved, more- 


er, for Ris friendly diſpoſition, by the whols - 


eren, which could not fail to draw upon him 


his protector. This hatred was brought to the 


tmoſt extremity, by the young man's: refuſing 


to obey ſome orders which the firſt ſurgeon had 


given when he was drunk, and which; would 
have been pernicious to the patients for whom 


they were preſcribed. In conſequence oß this 


be ſought only how he might injure his aſſiſtantz 


and for this he found a convenient opportunity. 
Great precautions are taken againſt fire in ſhips; 
and no perſon is ſuffered to have a light in the 
night. The young ſurgeon, who was paſſionately 
fond of reading, had provided himſelf witha bottle 


the hatred of his principal, and of the-<captajng 


o 


of - pulverized Phoſphorus — It takes" fire that 


moment it is expoſed to the air. He had dropped 


ſome grains of it on a board, in order to light 


his candle. This bottle was in his box of mes 
dicines It is clear chat it had not been wel 


e 4s it ſet fire to che hemp in which tha 
other 
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| * bottles were wrapped. . This een 

vwas diſcovered by a thick ſmoke, and ſoon. re- 

moved, at the expence of a few bottles of bar- 
ley- water. This ſmoke occaſioned. great terrour. 
They ran to the kitchen, not ſuppoſing it could 


come from any other place. The firſt ſurgeon 


alone, as if excited by the evil genius of his aſ- 
ſiſtant, entered the place while he was rectifying 
the miſchief that had happened, and was inex- 
orable to his intreaties that it might remain a 
ſecret, The circumſtance of having fire was 
treaſon -againſt ſhip-government, and the caps 
tain condemned him to be bound hand and foot, 
and to be confined to the hold during the reſt of. 
the voyage. The ſurgeon felt this indignity | 
with an impatience that was pardonable at his 
years. I ſuffered him to indulge his chagrin. 
awhile, and then endeavoured to give him coms + 
fort. I had forgot to tell you, that the ruffians | 
who had attended me to the ſhip. ſeized my... 
cloaths, which were rich, and gave me ſome 
vile rags. of a ſailor's habit, with a coarſe ſhirt, 
that I had never changed from the time of. my 
embarkation ; 3 fo you. may. imagine what ſort of 
24 figure I made. It was ſo very inconſiſtent 
with my converſation, that my fellow · priſoner 
ne ſtruck with it. His chagrin gave way to his 
7 1998; be aſe er eke man, as. 
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ſufficiently to make him the confidant of my miſ- 
_ fortunes, and I enly gave him a vague anſwer; 
which made him conclude that I was unwilling 


to diſcover myſelf; but my reſerve did not hold 


out long: I related to him my ſufferings, and 1 
ſa the tears ſpring into his eyes. We ſoon coh- 
traced the moſt unfeigned friendſhip; and he 
_ ſwore to perifh, or to reſtore me to liberty. When 
we arrived at Quebec, I'was put into the hands 
of one of the ſettlers, who wanted to clear away 
a large quantity of wood- This man purchaſed 
5 me for three years : he was of an humane diſpo- | 
fition; and ſeeing that Twas not accuſtomed to 
hard labour, exacted eafy taſks from me, at firſt; 
and it was fome conſolation to find that I hat + 
fallem-itito' ſuch good hands. My friend, the 
ſured,” whoſe name was Longueil, did not for- 
get his project of effecting my deliverance.” He 
joiſed ſome of the Indians, Wwho came to ſell 
their furs, and by the prefents he mate them, he 
engaged them to conduct us both to the Engliſtr 
ſettlements. I had Tome ſeruples about leaving 
a maſter who had bouglit me, and who would 
loſe the money he had paid for me; but the de- 
ſire of liberty prevailed; and one clear night 
left LEE HOUR, in order to join Logue 


In | and 


ſmile when. I tell you that another pacquet was 


Nan, og — —— | 
the he night, and proceeded ton place ſo thick with £ 
wood, that we were pbliged-to.cut a way with 
7 Our guides left us, and returned 

uebec, to hear what meaſures were taken 


0 concerning my flight, and to bring the reſt of our 


proviſions, that is to ſay, our victuals; my friend 
baving taken nothing with him but his apparatus 
of phyſic and ſurgery. 1 carried two guns, with 
. large bag of powder and ball; and you will 


carried by a dog, ſo ſagacious, and ſo tractable, 
that one would hardly have been of the ſame opi- 


nion with Deſcartes, in regard to that animal: 


it muſt be confeſſed, at leaſt, that if it were a 


| machine, nothing nobler of the kind: could ba 
invented... The ſervices this animal did us, den 
mand, this acknowledgment. of gratitude Our 
guides were only to leave us for twenty-four hours: 


but we waited for them three days; during whEͤ 


we had Very, little to eat: Longueilrconchuded 


had. abandoned, if not betrayed wy 
and, in conſequence of this conelufion, he de- 
tarmined to travel on, without any other guide 


| thanghe ſun and the ſtats. TLerrified at the con- 


ſegnences which this journey might have with 
ai doshimſelf, Ju would Save returned to 
n to cxpaſe myſelf ta che 


25W reſentment 
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geſentwent of my maſter, than to d le Bend 
mhip, y rau ing him. into the inevitable dan 
af ſo long a journey. He anſwered me coolly; 
that I was at liberty to return myſelf; that he 
would continue his journey alone; that, as to 
victuals, he was under no great anxiety, ſeeing 
| his dog, and our guns, would always ſupply us; 
that, in ſhort, he could but die once, and that 
he even choſe that, rather than to be expoſed to 
the rage of his captain, who would not fail to treat 
him as a deſerter; death being, in his opinion, 
preferable to the loſs of liberty. As his danger 
alone had frighted me, and I found him deter- 
mined to hazard every thing, I aſſured him that 
1 would follow him with courage. The treach- 
ery of our guides made us change our rout, for 
fear of being purſued, and we travelled fouth- 
wail, havinglearnt from ſome informations, that 
che natiyes in thoſe parts carry on a traue witk 
de Spaniards. The journey was twelve hundred 
leagues; even for thoſe who knew the neareſt 
way: judge, then, how much longer we muſt 5 
have made it, who travelled at hazard. It was 
the ninth of June when we ſet ſorward on this 
long expedition cath concealing from the other 
his deſpair of arriving at the end ef it! För, 
what had we not to fear from the cruelty 4# ths" 
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was ſtill a more deſpe rate obſlscle, the crofling 
a the lakes, as we neither had any eanoe, nor 
did we know the method of building them? You 


ſhall hear che ſentiments of eee 
on _ e e $310k Tab 


ww 


| — Kid he, whatie dab ae 
5 ſet down by a rebellious crew, in 
ſuch a place as this; an abſolute deſart; ſhould 
ve tamely lie down and die? Should we ſeek no 
means of ſafety; eſpocially if we knew chat there 
was a place where we might hope to find relief? 

Let us now do, what we ſhould do in ſuch a caſe 
as that! Let us manage well our ſtrength, and 
our ammunition, Though we had the circuit 
of che world to make, we ſhould arrive at the 
end of that immenſe journey, if we did not die 
by the way. That is the worſt that can befall 
us: let us not anticipate the worſt; and lex us 
act in ſuch a manner, that, if it ſhould be our 
Fate, we may not have to reprosch outtelu es with 
weakneſs and cowardice. .L, embraced: Longneil 
with tranſport, and thought him the greateſt phi- | 


loſopher upon earth. I; added to thoſe motives 


of courage, with which be endeavoured to inſpire 
me, a, confidence. in the aſſiſtance; of Heaven, 
Which might procure for us, - thoſe helps which 
ones net foreſeo, Supported by ſuch re- 


flections, 


HeRions,' we began our journey. That provi. 
| -dence,:on which we had repoſed'our hopes, foon 
3 N us an inſtance of eee Was, Wund. 


our 3 — whom we had taken bis burthen, 
brought us an animal, ſomething like a hair, but 
the fleſh of it was much more delicate Poffibly, 
indeed, our hunger might make us think it fo: 
however that might be, this circumſtance ap- 
peared a good omen; and we ſtopped to dreſs and 
eat our veniſon. I ſhall not give you a journal 


of this expedition We travelled fifty days with= 
out any adventure—We ſeldom went more than 


nx leagues a day, that we might not exhaiff our 


ſtrength; and we never were in want of provis 
ions, but twice, during the whole way The 
oil of it went hard with me at firſt; and Tthink 
J had a little fever upon me; but, for fear of 
diſheartening my companion, Iwould not com- 
plain, Exerciſe, however, and a forced diet, 


whict L was obliged to obſerve for two days, 'en 


tirely removed my complaint; and cuſtom, as well 
as neceſfty, inured me to live on eggs and ve- 


niſon. At the end of the fifty days, we pro- 
poſed to travel early, in order to avoid the heats 


of Auguſt, when we diſcovered'a ſmoke Te 
ſight of this, obliged us to ſtop a moment in the 
e e — WEE that we 
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barous, and there are many Sg may che 
eat human fleſh, We concluded, however, that 
in the impoſſibility of eſcaping the notice of thoſe 
that were around us, it was better to appear be- 
fore them with confidence, than to ſeem to fly 
them. I cannot deſeribe to you, that kind of * 
courage with which men determined to die, are 
inſpired; there is nothing, in ſuch circumſtances, 
chat they can have to fear (always, however, ex- 
_ cepting thoſe apprehenfions which a —_— 
of the conſequences of death). 
of Longueil's firſt precautions, had been . 
kimſelf to the Aglontine language, during the 
ive months that he was at Quebec: he ſpoke it 
zolerably; and during our journey, he taught me 
All of it that he knew. It is true, that language 
in not general; yet it does not differ ſo much | 
From the reft, dut that one may be able to make 
underſtood by all the ſavage fations— 
ded towards the _ from whence 


in Why — with his pipe & the 
"iid of his Rick, by way of calumet, and gave 
- 2 po ( 


* 
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bse, they ee 


| | os 


* ey had a miſſionary: they 


7 * als; + which, indeed, we wanted, - 


we e had — rc nl two « them condugted 
us. to the village, to the miſfonary's hut. In 
theſe circumſtances, we experienced the moſt 
a e tokens of the care of Providence, . 


"The wiſe. of the PE 1 or, to 3 >a 


| Longueil cured, her by three bleedings, and by 
that means gained the reſpect and confidence of 


thoſe poor people: it is true, that they carried : 


it a little farther than was convenient for the 
views we had; for the miſſionary informed us, 


that they had a deſign of keeping us with them 


and adviſed us to feign a conſent, till we couid 
find a favourable opportunity to leaxe them. This 


wiſſonary was a jeſuit; a man of good parts, and 


great piety:: he had been the apoſtle of the yil- 


port ſuch 4 e ll os "> 
. Vor. U. 5 Oo 7 


J's 2 ee e chat they. —— 
village was at no great 


language of theſe people, the chief of the village, 
had a quinzy, and her recovery was deſpaired of z 


lage, where he had lived twelye years and, ig 
deed, his zeal muſt haye been very great to pr 


I, 
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88 ty of living among the ſavages, without ob- 
f jecting one's ſelf to the ſame hardſhips. He ſpoke” 


to us of one of the inhabitants of another village, 
Which was at the diſtance of about ity leagues 
from that where we were, who had been as far 
as the South Sea, and could give us informations 
for our journey, or, perhaps, attend us as a guide; 
de alſo had the complaiſance to ſend one of the 
| —favages of his village with recommendations-— 
| - This man was about fifty, and had good ſenſe 
| + and virtae that might have done honour to an 
European: he had been a Chriſtian about two. 
years; and; the jeſuit aſſured us, ſuch was the 
1 purity of his manners, that he had preſerved: the 
. Innocence of his baptiſm. Our guide did not 
| conceal from us the dangers of our enterprize, 
particularly with regard to the ſavages; whom 
| we could not avoid meeting in that j journey, and 
who were, literally ſpeaking, ſavages. As he 
ſaw that his information could not deter us, he ö 
conſented, at the requeſt of the father, to accom- 
in pany us, and our departure was fixed at the be- 
grinning of winter; which is the great time of 
hunting, with't hd Indians in thoſe parts. - We | 
paſſed two wennn that village; and this fejour 
vas very favourable to Longueil, who, though . 
on his arrival there, he could not de ſaid to be 
e thing more than an honeſt man, became a 


5g | 
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good Chriſtian, admiring the ng: . the 


is, that had ſent bim into tholk 
gehts to learn the principles of his reli don, and 


d his charity to me, with the precious 


; gitt of faith; Tay the principles of his reſigion, 


and the term is Juſt, as the poor youth had not 


the leaſt idéa of its moſt effential truths; it was, 


through ig znorance, therefore, that he was defti- 


tute of religion; for he loved it the moment he 


became acquainted with its beauty and ſolidity, 
To the care of learning his duty, he added : ano- 


ther, which was, in the conſequence, of great 

ſervice to us: this was to collect all that our fu- 
ture guide had learnt of the language of the 

ſouthern people; and his docility left me far be- 


hind, in attempts of that nature. We left that 


Indian town, after having paſſed about two months. 


there : Thomas, that was the name of our guide, 
fupplied us with. every thing that was neceſſary 
for building a canoe, and the jeſuit took his leave 
of us, with a concern that convinced us of the 
dangers to which we ſhould be expoſed. There 
was a coldneſs in the air, of which an Europe 


can form no idea; but the weather was clear W 


ſerene. Our baggage had' rendered our former 
progreſs flow, but, then, it did not ſo much i Ee A 
pete. us Thomas made 2 kind of edge, on; | 
_ which the whole was laid, and which we N 
3 O 2 by 
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by t turns, with great eaſe; he there was at fealt, 
ten feet of congealed ſnow on the earth, and itle 
vallies were filled up. When! we were to take up 
dur night” 8 lodging, he took a very ſingular man- 
| ner of defending us from the ſnow, which fell 
heavy on us in the evening, and which, we were 
afraid, ſhould bury us in our ſleep: he begun by 
1 making. us cut down a great many trees, together 
2 With a large quantity of bruſhwood; and theſe 
ade 2 pile of twelve feet high, at the leaſt— 
fie placed it in a glade that was not very narrow, 
and taught. us to dig through the ſnow, ten feet 
from | this fall; io that we formed a roof at leaft 
four f feet thick, In this very extraordinary lodg- 
ing: g, he ſpread ſome ſmall branches of trees, which 
79 7 us inſtead of feather beds We then li ghted 
e and having repoſed ourſelves beneath 


„ 


_—— 


4 ves up * * of us in A bear a, che our 
5 1 yen us, we lay down cloſe by bach 
her, = our feet turned towards the pile, and 
Thomas ent to 1 fl ſleep. Longueil and myſelf, | 

: arhſted. ſhe im impulſe ſe of that ; potentate of night, ot; 
lang time, eg thatc Our cabin ſhould pe be me Ited 
Z Mga; all that 110 "could fay, not beit 
hrt t g 11 1 15 us that it Would reſiſt the 
Heat of the 188 14 Fa . Wea- 
2 rineſs, 
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rineſs, Rail at length. got the better of fear; 
and we were very much ſurprized on waking, t to 
find our roof, at leaſt, a foot deeper. After this 
experience, we were no longer apprehenſive about 
a lodging; half an hour” $labour with our hatchet” s 
built us a ſubſtantial houſe—We had ſoon con- 
ſumed our little proviſions, and our lives depended 
on,our ſucceſs in hunting—Happily there was 
ſufficient prey in that ſeaſon. Vet, as it fome- 

times failed us, and as we might meet with the 
ſame misfortune, we always made a reſerve of 
dreſſed victuals; and we had frequently the for- 
tune to kill an animal that we could not conſume 
in cight days: ſuch, madam, was the manner ine 
which we lived for three months; and we had 
the pA hack, to 12 three great lakes, without 


as it ag oo at the beginnings of F thats 
there fell ſo thick a fog, that it was be 
for us to perceive. our wayz and we were forced 
to continue twenty days in the ſame place, for 


fear of entirely miſtaking our rout. This fog 
was, followed by fuch a dreadful thaw, chat we 
| ruſt infallibly have periſhed, if our guide,” "who 
fo reſaw i it two days before it happened, had hot 
28 2 75 advantage of the firſt light, to condüt 
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forty-eight, hours without victuals, and without 


even being able to hear each other ſpeak, for the 


dreadful noiſe of the torrents rolling. down the 
mountain. Being unable any longer to ſupport 
the pain of hunger, on the third day we left our 


we took ſhelteri n the cleft of a rock: we paſſed 


Cave. The thaw was followed by a keen a i 


| wind, which ſoon hardened the ground, but al- 


wp 


moſt took from us the power of breathing. We 


had a reſource againſt this weakneſs, and this great 

cold, which was four bottles of brandy, that the 
| Jeſuit had given us; and which he deſired us care - 
fully to conceal; becauſe the beſt of the ſavages 
are incapable of ing the temptation, if they 


ſee this liquor. Notwithſtanding that our guide | | 


was one of thoſe people, we were obliged to have 


recourle to it; we could no longer ſupport our 


ſelyes Wich 
covered the great virtue cf our conductor he: 
never would taſte it, for fear he ſhould: not be 


maſter of himſelf, if he gave. into che leanſt in- 


dulgence of that kind. Amongſt the French ſet- 

| tlements he had drank; this liquor to exceſs ;- and, | 
on receiving baptiſm, be had made vl ab- 
ſtain, from it entirely, We re 5 n, 
that, in cale, of abſolute neceſtity, his vow might 
be Giſpenſed with; but he remained inflexible; 
nd Heaven ſoon e his fidelity. * 


out it; and it was then that e d | 
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mal, whoſe name I know not very well how to 
. fpell, but which, I think; they call an Orignac, 
ll enabled us to continue our rout; after we had re- 
covered” from that weakneſs which our former 
inevitable faſting had occaſioned, It was then in 
the month of March, and the froſt ſtill continued; 
yet Thomas informed us, that the ice was not 
firm enough to croſs the lakes with ſafety, on the 
uthern fide,” which way we travelled ; and that 
we muſt think of building a canoe :. he told us, 
moreover, that we were drawing near to ſome 
places that were inhabited; and that we muſt 
concert meaſures for our defence, in caſe of being 
attacked. The miffionary had divided his trea- 
ſures with us; which conſiſted of ſome ſmall 
loaking glaſſes, ſciſſars, needles, three knives, 1 
and other hardware. Theſe preſents might pro- 
cure us a good reception from the favages; and 
it was agreed to hang out ſome patterns, to have 
our guns always ready charged, never to fire till 
the laſt extremity, and never to diſcharge all at 
the ſame fire The next object was the building 
of the canoe; and this took up an entire month, 
notwithſtanding we had proper tools; for our in- 
experience rendered our aſſiſtance of no great ſer- 
vice to Thomas. We did not reſume our rout 
till the latter end of April; and three days after 
| we had occaſion to make uſe of our 'canoe, in 
O 4 going 
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going down a rapid river: Thomas nee 
himſelf the whole management of this, and only 
required us to fit ſtil} in the canoe: we ſoon learnt 
the manner of conducting this frail building; and 
found it frequently neceſſary to take it out of the 
water, and carry it on our ſhoulders, on account 
of the rocks which run acroſs that river, and 
would have broke it. In the mean time, we be- 
gun, to; perceive a change of climate, and to hope 
for a happy concluſion of our journey, when we 
near which were three men aſleep. Fhomas made 
us get on ſhore: we concealed our little baat 
amongſt the reeds, and having retired to a place 
where we could not be ſeen, we prepared to at- 
oats: the ſavages. The weather was very mild, 
and we quitted our bear- ſæins and fur- caps for, * 
eur uſual cloatirs—Longucil was quite bald, e- 
Ssſioned by a long illneſs, in which he bad- loſt 
his hair. In order to repair this loſs, he ore a 
Wig, Which had ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to natu- 
ral hair, chat if you did not look very cloſe, you 
| £9uld not diſtinguiſh the difference. He choſe 

to put on; one of theſe, without foreſeeing the: 
uſe he; ſhould. make of it. After, we had done 
| grefling; Thomas took a calumet, and we marched 
w opstei the Indians with an air of aſſurance. TW 

pibbam ef. at qur.appronchs u third ſeemed 
iv $43; . ready | 
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xeady- to follow his companions Thomas col: 
lected as much as he knew of the language of 
thoſe parts, and told him that we were {ent by 
the chief, and the ſun of all the nations, to make 
an alliance with his chiefs, and to do them the 
greateſt ſervices; at the ſame time he offered him 
2 glaſs necklace, which the Indian greatly ad- 
mired. While he was ſpeaking with us, we per- 
ceeived a body of Indians at a great diſtance; upon 

which he deſired us to ſtay where we were, and 
went to meet his companions, with whom he con- 
tinued a quarter of an hour. During this inter- 
val, we prayed with great earneſtneſs that Gd 
would incline the ſavages to receive us kindly. 0 
We then laid down our bundles, and having ex- 
amined our fire- arms, to ſee whether they were 


in good condition, we waited for them with cou- _ 


rage. They advanced in good order; and Thomas 
addreſſed them in a ſhort ſpeech, ſignifying that 
ve meant only to do them good. They told'us, 
afterwards, that they did but very imperfectt 
underſtand him; yet they appeared ſatisfied; and 
invited us to go to their town, which was at no 
great diſtance. They conducted us tothe hut 
of their chief, who preſented us with his talu· 
met, on pipe; and ſmealted in ours; which a 
token of ſtiendſhip that the ſavages never violate! . 
We * suf preſente; which wete'revetved 
" _ Os; with 
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with-tranſport, and a great feaſt was, made for us, 


which was followed by a dance, and other marks 
of feſti tiyity, uſual on ſuch occaſions. They like- 
wiſe made a ſpeech ; but Thomas, who had his 
views, told them that we were ignorant of their 
language, and interpreted their diſcourſe to us: 
in the mean time, he told us in French, (which 
we had taught him in our journey) that he would 
retire, and leave the ſavages at liberty to expreſs 
their ſentiments one to another; that we might 
liſten to them attentively ; and, by that means; 
learn their intentions. In effect, the ſavages 
fat, or rather ſquatted down in a circle; and 
Longueil, who had a greater knack at their lan- 
guage than myſelf, tgld me, that, at firſt, they 
were ſincere in profeſſions of friendly treatment, 
but one of them prevailed with the reſt to change 
their minds, telling them, that it was probable 
we only came to examine their ſtrength, and af. 
terwards to hetray them to the red men; a names 
as we afterwards learnt, that they had given = 
the Spaniards, who ſometimes appeared in the 
mouth of a neighbouring river, and carried off 
the Indians. The nation in which we were, 
was too much within land to fear their incurſions; 


but he who had occaſioned them to ſuſpect us, 
had ſome commerce in a town that was much 


3 cruelty 
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of the red men; and he worked up our hoſts to 
ſuch a degree of ſuſpicion, that they reſolved to 
ſoothe us to ſleep by their careſſes, and afterwards 
to murder us, in order to obtain our ſtores, and 
our hair: that of Longueil particularly excited 
their avidity. This is the manner in which they 
treat their captives : they have a ſtone, which 
they have a method of making extremely ſharp ; * 

and with this they very dextrouſly cut the ſkin, 
quite round the head, exactly to the roots of the 
Hair, then pull, with violence, the hair and ſkin 
off together. Longueil, convinced of their in- 
tentions, called Thomas, and told him, as well 
as myſelf, to be in readineſs to fire; then adyanc- 

ing two paces before us, he ſaid haughtily to their 
chief Traitor, as you had a villainous defi; ign 
upon my hair, take it if you dare: at the ſame | 
time he threw his wig on the ground ; and ſo 

much ſurprized the ſavages, that they ſtood mo- 
tionleſs, not being able to comprehend how he 
could tear off his hair, without an effuſion of 
blood. As no one was tempted to take up this 
wig, Longueil took it again, walked behind us, 
and reffliiced it on his head. This increaſed the 
- terror of the ſavages; and their chief, with an 
air of ſubmiſſion, faid to him ſee very plainly 
that thou haſt a better underſtanding than us; 
ou — thou art a favourite of the great Ma- 
06 nitou: 
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nitou encuſe our folly, andectiierchis preſent 
3 apology At the ſame time he threw him 


a parcel of beaver: Longueil gave him to under- 


ſtand that he pardoned him; that he had no need 
of his preſents, becauſe he belonged to à maſter 

bo did not ſuffer thoſe that ſerved him to want 

any thing Thomas and I had the greateſt difi- 


culty in the world to keep our countenances 
during this ridiculous ſcene; and Longueil being 
willing to derive every advantage that could be 


| doped for from it, required a hut to be left to him 

For ſome days, with a prohibition for any Indian 

to approach it upon pain of death. After this, 
Thomas, by his order, told theſe poor people, 


who were halt. dead with terror, that he who had 


f ſpoke to them, was a very. powerful being, whoſe 
commands the thunder would obey; but that he 
would only do good to thaſe who ſhould render 


themſelves. worthy of his favour. by their fidelity. 


No ſooner had he concluded his ſpeech, of which 


they comprehended as much as they could, than 
they. made haſte to provide a hut, which they 


d-with-every-thing of the beſt that they 


bo We had then, in all appearance, nothing 


to; fear 3: nevertheleſs, for. the greater ſecurity, we 


© paſſed; patt of the rſt night in fortifying our- 
ſelyes, ſo that we could not eaſily be broke in 


upon. One of the ſavages A — 
2 the 


- 


** 
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be, therefore, joined two of the jugglers,' who 


| 3 our permiſſion to follow us, weh. 
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abe ved men did not come: into thoſe quarters till 


after the month of September: it was, therefore; 
neceſſary for us to reſolve on paſſing almoſt fix 
months in this nation, where we might hope for 
greater ſecurity than we could elſewhere, on ac- 
count of the terror with which we had inſpired 
them. Theſe people have, in general, -Jeſs fe- 
rocity than the ſavages of Africa, and the Indies: 


it is eaſy to obtain their friendſhip ; particularly 


af they hape to derive any advantage to themſelves. 
Providence favoured us on this occaſion; Lon- 
.gueil cured: ſeveral of their ſick, that had been 
given over by their jugglers; and he was ſoon 


worſhipped- as a beneficent being: nevertheleſs, 
the ſavage chat had perſuaded his brethren to maſ- 
ſacre us, did not think himſelf. fafe in our ſociety;. 


had been mortified to find their remedies held in 
contempt, in compariſon of thoſe of *Longueil, 
who had: given up a part of his time, to ſtudy - 


the ſimples of the country, of which his medi- 


eines were compoſed: A third juggler, leſs en- 
vious than his brethren, had attached himſelf to 
him, and taught him-their properties. This young 
Indian had an excellent diſpoſition; and after ſe- 


vexal proofs of his fidelity, we received him byʒß 


day into our hut, where we treated him ſo well; 


Ver 
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ever we choſe to go We had already been-three 
weeks in that hut, and Longueil had profited fo 


much by the converſation of the Indian, that he 


ſpoke his language very intelligibly—I have obz 
ſerved that we permitted him to continue with 


us by day, but we always diſmiſſed him in the 


evening: one day, after he had retired, as uſual, 
ve were very much ſyrprized to hear his voice 


at the door of the hut He deſired us to open it 
immediately, as he had ſomething to communi- 


cate to ys of great conſequence Vou will think, 
perhaps, that one of us ought to have kept watch 


in the night, to avoid being ſurprized We were 
of the ſame opinion at firſt; but we flattered 
ourſelves that all ſuſpicion and animoſity were ex- 


tinguiſhed in the minds of the ſavages, and; with 


reſpect to the greateſt part of them, this as very 


true. Longueil, moreover, aſſured us that his 
dog would not permit us to be attacked by night 
with impunity; and that, likewiſe, was true; 
but he knew the young Indian, and, far from 


barking at him, he careſſed him when he came 


to the door We were, for ſome moments; un- 


determined with regard to what we ſhould do; 


but. concluding from the quietneſs of the dog, 
that the Indian had no ſtrangers with him, we 


* . — * on his knees, 


he 


opened our door The poor youth appeared pale 


a aw >. 
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he deſired us not to be angry at his coming con- 
trary to order, becauſe it was to inform us, that 
two. jugglers, and the ſavage, our enemy, | had 
reſolved the ſame night to ſet fire to our hut, and 


to ſhoot us with arrows if we went out We 
greatly careſſed the young Indian, to whom we 


gave the name of F idelio, which he has retained | 


ever ſince; we told him that we had nothing to 


fear, and that the terrible manner in which we 


ſhould chaſtize thoſe wretches, would teach others 
how dangerous it was to offend us, Immediately 
after this, we made ſeveral holes in the roof of 


our hut, and ſtood, each of us with his gun 


charged, at theſe holes. As the barking of the 
dog might diſcover to our enemies that we were 
awake, his maſter prevented this by muzzling 
him; for it was of infinite importance to us to 


diſpatch theſe three men A ſavage never for- 


gives, and we could not be indulgent on this oc 


caſion, but at the hazard of our lives We begun 


to think that Fidelio had given us a falſe alarm; 


7 


when we diſcovered two of the villains coming 


towards us. The night was very dark; but as 
they brought fire, it was eaſy to perceive them; 
and to take aim. The third kept at a diſtance, 


_ terrified at our menaees againſt thoſe who ſhould 


dare to approach us without permiſſion; and this 
was the fellow that came on my fide,” Theother 


* 


wo 


* * * 
- 
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uro were ſafleted to approach :: Longueil gave 
te word, and they fired fo exactly, that they 
killed two of the enemies I was very deſirous 
that I might not kill the perſon that fell to my 
lot—Heaven granted my wiſh, and I only broke 
ene of his legs By the report of our guns, and 
the eries of the wrerches, the whole town was 
awaked; we charged our pieces again, and hav- 
ing lighted a large fire before the door of the hut, 
we called aloud to the chief—Longueil:told him 


4 cat there had been found three villains among 


- them, who, contrary to the laws of good faith, 
had determined to dig up the hatchet, and had 
flighted thoſe menaces which were made to all 
who ſhould: dare to approach us without permiſ- 
fon I commanded, ſaid he, the thunder to kill 
them; but as I was willing that you ſhould learn 
their' crime from the mouth. of one of the cri- 
finale, there is one of them who is wounded 
obly: aſk him, and you will be: informed that 
he intended to ſet fire to the hut you granted us, 
and to ſhoot us with arrows This ſpeech, which 
he! uttered with a loud voice, froze; the whole 
crowd with terror. The chief, and all the reſt, 
fel on cheir knees, conjuring us not to let the 
thunder fall upon them, as they were innocent 
#f this treachery. And to ſhew us how. much 

they dereſted it, the chief aſked our permiſſion 
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to row the ndnd man into the fire. which 
we had kindled. My maſter, anſwered Lon- 
gueil, is an enemy to cruelty ; if he ſometimes 
puniſhes the guilty, he loves to pardon thoſerwho 
repent. If the wounded man will promiſe o 
drive his bad ſpirit from him, I will deſire: my 
maſter to cure him, provided his repentance is 
ſincere. At the ſame time, he ordered him to 
be brought into our hut; but, before he ſuffered 
him to enter, he made him promiſe reformatian,. 
telling him that his cure would depend upon his 
good intentions in that reſpect— The wretch, 
who expected nothing elſe than certain death, 
made the greateſt promiſes, and the conſequenee 
proved them ſincere. Longueil examined his leg, 
and aſſured us that he could cure it, if no un- 


looked -for accidents ſhould fall out. All our 


care was to remove his terrors, which might put 
him in danger; but when he ſaw the cate we 
took to aſſiſt him, he recovered 3 
ns nn to er his gratitude. +11; 
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The Fob Sls the chief aſſembled the 
ancient people of both ſexes, and told them that 
he had ſome great deſign to communicate to them. 
You ſee, added he, how great is the power, and, 
at the ſame time, the goodneſs of this man He 
n not have our 9 though he made 

preſenta 
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preſents to us; he has forgiven the juggler that 

would have taken away his life— He ſays his 
maſter has commanded hir to do all theſe things; 

his maſter, therefore, muſt be very good; and 

| ſhould we not do right to chuſe him for our 

chief? This is the purpoſe for which I have aſ- 

ſembled you: I ſhall be the firſt to __ aur 

ol you follow my example d ain n 


3 Tur | whola en * conſented to the 
propoſal of the chief, the elders went about the 
town, and. publiſhed the reſolution that had 
deen taken; to which every one cordially con- 
ſented. We knew nothing of what had paſſed, 
and were at dinner in our hut, when Fidelio in- 
formed us that the chief, at the head of the 
Whole town, with his pipe in his hand, de- 
manded to ſpeak with us. We were a little fur- 
priſed at a viſit ſo extraordinary, and ſent Fidelio 
to tell him that he might come, attended by. 
two of the elders; but that we forbad the reſt 
to pals the baunds that we had marked out 
He proſtrated himſelf three times before he ac- 
coſted us, and opened his intentions in a ſpeech, 
which, far its beauty, might have been admired 
in Europe, where a wild Indian is hardly con- 
ſidered as ſuperior. in capacity to a wild beaſt. 
There was not a ſingle perſon in the little circle 
1 - Int 
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that heard him who did not ſhed tears. Longueit 


anſwered by approving the reſolutions they had 
taken of chuſing fo worthy a chief; and, cer- 
tainly, on this occaſion, he had-the. gift of 


languages; fox he ſpoke with a ſavage ela- 
quence which ſurpriſed the chief— By his order, | 
all the inhabitants were commanded: to come ups 
who ſeated themſelves in a cirele with great mo- 


deſty. The new apoſtle informed them on what: : | 
terms they would be received as ſubjects by he 1 


great Ontario (that is the name which they give 


their kings) that is to ſay, he put them in mind. 
of the principles of the law of. nature hien 


may be reduced to theſe two heads, love your 
Creator, and, love your feilow- creatures. Never 
was preacher heard with ſuch attention, and 


| Indians are not idolaters ; they-believe the im- 


mortality. of the ſoul; - they fay that there are 3 


good and bad ſpirits, which they call Manitous; 


and the Great Spirit, that is ſuperior to all ho 
reſt That is he of whom I ſpeak' to'you, ſaid 


- 


Bs 


Longueil; you knew him, but you. did not | 
know what conduct you ſhould obſerve to pleaſe , . 


him. When he-had done- ſpeaking, he ordered 2 
them to build a large hat with branches of trees, 


where all the town ſhould aſſemble twice a day 


to 1 to the _ Spirit This Was performed 
. | Wi th 


never did ſermon produce ſuch an effect. Theſe 
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with great expedition; and chere was ereQted- 
the firſt temple in which God was worſhipped 
on that part of the continent After prayers, 
Longueil, inſtructed the people; and, in two 


months, they were better prineipled in their 


faith than many who live within the pale of the 
church. Thomas, Fidelio, and another Indian, 


were then ſent to the miſſionary, to requeſt his 


% © Wtendance, that this large colony might be ad- 


mitted. into the.number of the children of God 


[ dy baptiſm. Longueil was not ignorant that he 


tadminiſter this ſacrament, and he baptized 


| all the fick and the children that were in danger; 


but he thought that he ought not to mee 
him the charge of baptia ing the adults, for fear 
of prophaning that precious. gift, by conferring 

it on ſuch as were not well diſpoſed, or ſuch as: 
Se and he durſt not depend on 


epſon was. s arrined—Tbomas had left us, * 
— the tains—He came to a- 
eint us with this, and cold ua, that we muſt: 
ſet off immediately, if we were. willing to make 
e of this favpurable.opportunity——Longueil re- 
nd it, wn me 40 porrEer: bimſclfc he 
eon | 


could: 
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could not Uetermide to quit his e and, 
finding that I was determined to fallow his fat 
tune, he embraced me with rapture, and faid, 
what can we go to ſeek in Europe which we 
cannot find. here? Lon have loſt every thing 
that could attach you to that part of the globe; 
let us adopt this country for our own—Let us 
enjoy thoſe real bleffings which we could not 
Hatter ourſelves with finding in that country we 
have left. At the ſame time, he diſcovered to 
me his deſign of civilizing-thoſe ſavages, and 
deſired me to carry on the ſkin trade with the 
8 paniards, and take in exchange whatever might 
be favouable to his deſign—He appointed forty 
Indians to attend me in this journey, which was 
two hundred leagues ; but it was no great toil, 
as we made the greateſt part of the way in ca- 
noes. Thomas went with us, becauſe he could 
ſpeak, much better than myſelf, the language 
of the people we ſhould meet in our paſſage 
We had each of us a gun, which, however, 
was of no great uſe to us; but T was expoſed to 


another kind of peril, from which our dog fave I 
me. The creature followed me, and generally _ "i 


lay down at my feet as ſoon as we halted One 
night, when 1 was ſleeping alone in à Cinoe 
which we had drawn aſhore, as we did every 
night Si was 'waked-by/a nöiſe which Was very 
near 


near me; and was en to a comb n 
put me in terrour for the poor animal. He 
was engaged with a monſtrous ſerpent; *whofe 
prey, but for him, 1-fhould undoubtedly have 
been; Our Indians, who awaked at the fame 
time, aſſiſted me to Kill the horrid creature, | 
_ which was more than twelve feet long; and they 
told me, afterwards, that this prodigious kind 
of ſerpent” frequently overcomes much” larger | 
Ereatures than the dog. His way is to ſtrangle 
them, by wrapping himſelf around them. Then 
he drags chem to a. tree, againſt which he bruiſes 
them with ſuch violence, that he breaks their 
bones, and afterwards: fwallows them. I trembled + 
to think of the danger I had eſcaped- The 
Indians who accompanied me conceived the 
the greateſt reſpect for this dog, and took it into 
their heads that Longueil had committed to him 
the charge of my ſafety, and that he was ca- 
pable of puniſhing ſuch as ſhould refuſe to obey 
me, having dared tv attack ſo monſtrous a beaſt 
2 the ſerpènt. This, madam, was the only 
accident we encountered in ſo long a journey 
We found the Spaniards ready to ſet fail ; but 
the fight of ſo many ſkins of curious quality in- 
duced them to put off their departure for ſome 
days The officers were very worthy people, 


* 1 converſed with them in Latin; for not 
| one 
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one of them could ſpeak French. But I could 
perceive that the ſubaltern officers looked upon 
me with an -envious eye; becauſe they foreſaw, 
what, conſequently, came to paſs, that I ſhould 
not ſell our cargo at the low price the Indians 
would have done: however, they begun to, be 
in a better humour, hen they found that I re- 
jected their gold, and afked nothing but goods 
in exchange. I took two barrels of powder, 
hatchets, and other inſtruments proper for the 
cultivation of grounds, and clearing away of 
wood, their whole ſtock of peas, beans, and a 
good quantity of rice; ſome pullets, a couple 
of hogs for breed, ſome books, and a little In- 
dian corn which they chanced to have by them. 
It is true, what I received in exchange was very 


conſiderable, compared to what they would have 


| given the Indians, had they been alone; but it 
was not one hundredth part ofthe value of thoſe 
goods I left with them. They uſed no colluſive 


arts with me, and made me promiſe to meet” 


them in the ſame place the following year, when' 
they would bring me thoſe articles of which T 
gave them a memorial — There were, at the 
ſame time, ſeveral of them who offered to go 

along with me; but I was aware of accepting 
their offer. We were willing to preſerve the? 
independency: of our Indians, and, of conſe- 


quence, 
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_ uence, it was neceſſary to conces 
Spaniards the way to their country... It gras de- 
termined, .. r. that 1 ſhould not retura 
Mone. We for the. Spaniard; | ſet ſail about 
| ſeven in. the evening, with a favourable wind. 

It was ten when Thomas deſired to ſpeak a 
8 word with me in private. I ſeemed embar- 
rafſed; and I thought, at firſt, that he had 
ſomething extraordinary which he was afraid of 
faying to me—Give me your word, ſaid he, 
chat you will not be angry with me, and I will 
be ſincere. I told him that he might depend 
upon it, and ſpeak freely He then informed 
me, that he could not reſiſt the intreaties of 
two French ſailors who were on board the Spa- 
niard; and that he had promiſed to prevail 
with me for their reception, if they could 
eſcape from the ſhip—I had promiſed to pardon 
him, and 1 did ſo: but, at the ſame time, I re- 
preſented to him the conſequences, of this *AC= 
tion; as well with regard to the impatience. of 

the Spaniards, if theſe men ſhould remain un- 
known to-them, as to the ſecurity of the Indians, ; 
if they ſhould agree with their chiefs, to ex- 
amine our ſtrength, and take meaſures, to bring | 
us under ſubjection. You have nothing, ſaid he, 
to apprehend from that quarter: it is not, cer- 


tainly, with the conſent of the Spaniards that 
Fo N theſe 


al from be 
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truth, I fuſpect one of them to be a woman, 
"a a very amiable one. I could not forbear 
blaming the indiferetion of Thomas; and I told 
him, that, if this woman belonged to any of the 
Spaniards, as was very probably the caſe, I was 
determined to wait in that place till they ſhould 
come to demand her, which would certainly be 


the caſe, if her eſcape was -diſcovered before 


they had proceeded far. I ordered theſe two 
people to be brought to me; and I own I Was 


truck with the beauty of one of the pretended 
ſailors. Her delicacy ſeemed to difcover her ſex, 


and ſhe owned the ſecret without being urged to 


it: the was daughter to one of the richeſt mer- 


chants of St. Domingo—A mother-in-law, by 
" whem ſhe was hated, had procured her to be 


carried off by, the captain of a Spaniſh veſſel; 
who had promiſed to marry her if ſhe would go 
with him into Spain—As the had a great avers 
ſion to him, ſhe rejected his offer with indigna - 


tion, and determined to throw herſelf into the 


ſea, if he offered the leaſt violence to her. The 
 defire of obtaining her liberty made her bring 
cover to her meaſures the ſailor by whom ſhe was 
accompanied, and who often came into her 
apartment, becauſe he was the captain's ſervants | 


er CAR and the had 


— 
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the courage to efcape vgs a port-hole, and 
to aſſiſt her _ in Oy in * to gain 
„ 4 ” * Dc Pe 
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Tn Is account; which 7 have * abridged, 
eee me not a little. This woman might 
impoſe upon me; but, if her relation were 
true, could 1, in conſcience, reſtore her to the 
power of her ruffian- captain? What hope 
of reſiſting, ſhould he undertake to carry her 
off a ſecond time? Theſe reflections induced 
me to leave the place where we were the 
ſame hour; and, without acquainting my In- 
dians with the motive of my haſty departure, 
I gave orders that every one ſhould be ready to 
ſet off before midnight. I paſſed two hours in 
the greateſt uneaſineſs, and I did not recover 
my tranquillity till break of day, when we had 
already proceeded far enough to be no longer 
apprehenſive of being purſued. I had a real 
compaſſion for the young woman who was the 
cau'e of our expedition, and I was afraid that 
ſo long a journey ſhould exhauſt” her ſtrength; 
but the fear of being purſued hardly ſuffered her 
to perceive the length of the way, and we hap- 
pily embarked, after travelling five leagues with- 
out a reſt, and loaded with heavy baggage: Our 
journey was fortunate; we found the whole 

town waiting for the miſſionary— The zeal of 
| | 5 our 


ot — 


„ A TTT TR IRIS this 


dur Chriſtian noviciates was Rill kept up; and, 


when he arrived, he found things ſo well diſ- 
poſed, that he had nothing more to do than to 
baptize thoſe people whom he already found to 
be Chriſtians at heart. He promiſed, upon leaving 
us, to ſollicit a miſſionary for us who might 
fix in the colony; but, during two years that 
I continued there, we could not poſſibly learn 
what was become of him, any more than of the 
three Indians who attended him on his return. 
Longueil, therefore, continued in the charge of 
the new converts, and I aſſiſted him to the beſt 
of my power. His death, which happened at the 
end of two years, occaſioned an univerſal ſor- 
row /; and, not being able to bear any longer a 
place where I had loſt ſuch a friend, I reſolved 
to attempt. to return to Europe. Thomas, and 
Fidelio, to whom I communicated my intention, 
earneſtly entreated me to give them leave to at- 
tend me; and I conſented. We took a good 
quantity of ſkins, to pay for our paſſage, and 
we were fortunate enough to find a Spaniſh veſ- 
ſel, which conveyed us to the Bermudian iſlands 
We only ſtopped ſo long as was neceſſary to 
diſpoſe of the reſt of our merchandiſe, and put 
ourſelves on board an Engliſh veſſel, which was 
to carry us to Holland. War was declared be- 
| tween that kingdom and France before our cap- 
tain had any notice of it, and he was taken by 
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a French privater; who ranſomed him. We 
continued on board this privater, which was of 


Marſeilles, and promiſed to land us at that port. 


If you ſhould aſk me what I could think of 
doing in France, I will own to you that I had 
then determined upon nothing, and that I meant 
to take my meaſures from the circumſtances that 
might happen. Sometimes I flattered myſelf 
that my father's anger might be appeaſed, and 
that he might think a ſeven years exile a ſuffi- 
cient chaſtiſement for the fault I had committed 
but chat hope ſoon vaniſhed. Men never par- 
don thoſe whom they have treated with cruelty. 
Beſides, I was not altogether without ſears for 
my on conduct. To what extremities might I 
not be carried, if I had to reproach my father 
with the death of my wife and child? My mind 
was then in this fluctuating ſtate, forming a 
a thouſand reſolutions that deſtroyed each other. 
My deſtiny, however, was ſoon determined, in 
à very cruel manner. No ſooner had we doubled 
Cape St. Vincent than we were attacked by a 
Moroquine corfair, which was too ſuperior in 
ſtrength to leave us the leaſt hope of eſcaping. 
Half our crew was ſick, and the reſt were o 
eeak chat it Was as much as they could do to 
manage the veſſel. We were taken, and put in 
chalns: but the habit pag 28 had ſo worn 
off 
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| off my ſenſibility, that I ſhaukbi ſcarce have felt 5 
_ * © thisJaſt ſtroke, had it not been for my two com- 


panions, who received this wretched return for 

their attachment to me. Their fortitude, how-- 

erer, ſupported. me under theſe mortifying cir- 

. cumſtances, and we had the ſatisfaction not to 
be em as we feared, 


The nene Mutey bel was ton on „n 
throne. All that hiſtory has told us of the cru- 
elty of Caligulas, and Neros, were nothing, if 
compared to che conduct of our new maſter: he 
vas then ſixty, and retained all his vigour. Under 
his reign, private men were not allowed to have 
Chriſtian ſlaves, but were obliged to give them up 
to him at a low price. He applauded himſelf in 
being able to triumph over all the people of 
Europe, in the perſons of theſe ſlaves. He boaſted 
of having killed thirty thouſand of them with his 
. own hand: and age, far from ſoftening the fero- 
city of his diſpoſition, feemed to increaſe it daily, 
One of his entertainments was, when he mounted 


the ſtirrup; and he amuſed himſelf in breaking, 
with the point of a lance, the heads of ſuch as 
were bald. In his raging fits, he put on a yel- 
low dreſs, and went into a place where he ordered 
all 2 llaves to be aſſembled: he then traverſed, 
* * ſeveral 


\ 
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ſeyeral times, the vaſt area, mürdering on FA 
right hand, and on the left, whoever came under 
his power. We had been about three years . 
Morocco, when he prepared for one of thoſe | 

bloody executions. - On ſeeing him dreſſed in 

yellow, with his ſcymitar in his hand, all the 
ſlaves trembled, and every one endeavoured to 
get out of his way. I did not ſet ſo great a va- 
lue on life, as to be afraid of death, and in the 


room of flying, I waited calmly in the place 
where I was when he entered; and my poſt was 


one of thoſe. that were the moſt expoſed—My 
firmneſs ſtruck him; he approached me, and 
brandiſhing his ſcymitar, already tained with 
blood, made as if he would have ſtruck me; but 
when he ſaw no emotion in my coun tenance, he 
eried, Dog, why are not you afraid to die? Be- 
cauſe I am afraid to live, ſaid I—By giving me 


denth, you will give me liberty—You have me 


now in chains. You ſhall-be diſappointed in your 


expectations, replied he; you ſhall live to ſuffer :- 
at. che ſame eine ak — on drag — _ * 


whether 1 — — to Kill myſelf by the 


_ crowd; but ſeeing me continue fixed in the ſame 


place, he commanded one of his blacks to take 


me apart, and conduct me, at dinner-time, to 


his: palace. I had no an but that his inten- 
dg *. . ticn 
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tion was to put me to death by torture: I there- 
fore paſſed thoſe two hours, which I conſidered | 
as the laſt of my life, in making my peace with 
** _ and preparing for death, When I was in 
his preſence, he aſked me why I thought myſelf 
more unhappy than thoſe numbers of ſlaves, who. 
being ſubject to the ſame hardſhips with myſelf, 
never ceaſed to fear and fly from death. The 
hairs of my head, faid I, are all numbered; and 
when I ſhall have diſcharged the duties of peni- | 
tence, God, who has withheld your arm, will 
permit you to. finiſh thoſe miſeries, for which 
death is the only remedy.” I know not whether 
my. firmneſs excited his rage, but the moment 
he was about to open his mouth, perhaps to con- 7 
demn me to torture, his attendants announced 75 
the return of his ſon, Muley Mahomet, who was 
come from his travels to the principal courts wi 
Europe As it is to the laſt mentioned prince I 
owe my liberty, and all the happineſs of my life, 
I cannot refuſe myſelf the pleaſure of giving you 5 : 
ſome account of him, The king of Morocco, 
at the time I am ſpeaking of, had three hundred 7 
wives in his ſeraglio; amongſt whom, there were 
four that he loved more particularly: the firſt, 
who was the only one whom he loved without 
inconſtancy, was not indebted for this privilege, 
either to her figure, or to any other quality that 
24 might 
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might create an i She is a mulatto, 
| of 2 gigantic ſize, and poſſeſſes none of thoſe 


os ſovereigns: : the *. riding; ; . manag 

the ſabre with as much facility as others of her 
ſex handle the needle, or the diſtaff, The peo- g 
ple think that ſhe has made uſe of magic to gain 
the heart of Muley Iſhmael, over whom the. has 
an abſolute authority, I am perſuaded, that 
ſympathy ; alone has rivetted the chains that bind 
theſe monſters to each other; for ſhe is no leſs 
cruel than himſelf, She ſuffers, without jea- 
louſy, the favour of her rivals, provided they 
behave to her with ſubmiſſion; and that this fa- 
vour be ſubordinate to hers: thoſe whom the king 
is in danger of loving too well, ſhe finds a means 
of diſpatching. | The unfortunate mother of that 
prince whom I have the honour to mention to 
you, was facrificed to her jealouſy : ſhe was a 
Georgian lady, equalled in beauty by few, for 
her wit and talents admired by all. The king 
| loved her ſo well, that the mulatto was afraid of 
E loſing her credit with him; and, therefore, vowed 
. - ther deſtruction. The ſeraglio was filled with 
venal creatures, devoted to her favour, and the y 
gratified t to the utmoſt, the jealous rage of the 
mulatto. The Georgian was accuſed of ſome 


intrigues; 3. and in , he firſt tranſports | of blind 
: fury, 
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: fury, Muley Immael ſentenced her to die. No 
fooner was the ſentence executed, than he was 
torn with the moſt bitter remorſe; it was thought 
che mulatto would be ſacrificed to the manes of 
the Georgian; but ſhe had addreſs enough to 
eſcape the danger, and to retain all her influence 
with the king. He had two ſons by the Georgian, 
Muley Mahomet, who was the eldeſt, and Muley 
Haſſan. Mahomet might be called the maſter- 
piece of nature; and his father transferred to 
him all the tenderneſs he had for his unfortunate 
mother. He choſe to have him educated in the 
manner of the European princes; and employed 
fuch of his ſlaves as he found moſt capable of 
teaching him the principles of the ſciences, The 
happy genius of Mahomet, ſupplied the defi- 
ciency of his maſters; and Iſhmael, willing to 
give him an opportuhity of rendering himſelf 
perfect, made him travel five years, under the 


conduct of an Arabian ſlave, who merited his 


confidence. Mahomet was fair as his mother; 
and reſembled her fo perfectly, that the king 
| could not ſee him again without being moved for 

the fate of that unfortunate woman. I ſaw the 
tears flow from his eyes—He embraced. his ſon 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, and being willing 


to indulge it alone, be ordered me to withdraw 


The linde, at the fame moment, , caſt his eye 


Fs upon 
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vpon me; and finding in my countenance ſome- 
thing that affected him, he aſked the king of what 


country I was. I left the apartments of Iſhmael 
the moment his ſon put that queſtion to him, and 


did not hear what anſwer the king made him: 

but I had ſome ſecret preſentiment that this prince 
would put an end to my ſlavery— The day fol- 

lowing, the king ſent for me again: prince Ma- 


homet was with him, and he aſked me if Iknew 


enough of: their language to give an account of 
myſelf, and of thoſe misfortunes, which made 


me with for death. Lanſwered, that I believed 


myſelf capable of obeying: his commands; and 
related the misfortunes of my life, to which he 
| liſtened with great attention—He perceived that 
the prince, with difficulty, reſtrained his tears at 
different parts of the ſtory; and when it was 
ended, he begged me of the king, in order to 


perfect bim ſelf in the French and Italian that he 


had learnt in his travels — Iſhmael, addreſſing 
| himſelf to me, ſaid, I own, Chriſtian, that you 
baye gone through ſtrange misfortunes, whereof 
pour diſobedience to your father has been the 
cauſe; but they are now at an end: I give you, 
and the two Indians, your companions, to my 
: ſon;.and I hope he will learn, from your example, 
with what rigour God puniſhes thoſe children 


that abuſethe affection of their parents. I proſ- 
_ mi trated 


— 
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trated myſelf on the ground, to teſtify my gra- 

titude; and being ordered to withdraw, I con- 
veyed this agreeable news to Thomas, Fidelio 
being gone to work at one of the king's country- 
houſes—The prince, my maſter, ſent for me in 
the evening, and had a long converſation with 


me, on the different parts of my hiſtory, which 


he made me explain more particularly At the 
end of all, he ſaid, Chriſtian, I am delighted 
that I have it in my power to put an end to your 

misfortunes—I ſwear by Mahomet, that, if your 
wife is ſtill living, ſhe ſhall be reſtored to you, 
together with your liberty: be prudent, and faith- 
ful; your chains, in the mean while, ſnhall not 
be grievous; and I am leſs ambitious of being 
your maſter, than of becoming your friend: but 
I I muſt pay reſpect to the prejudices of my country; 
and, above all, to thoſe' of my father ; you wilt 
not, therefore, be diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of 
the flaves, otherwiſe than by my confidence; and 
you will wait for the time when J ſhall be able 
to perform the promiſes I have made you; with- 
out danger. I fell at the feet of Mahomet, with< 

out being able to expreſs myſelf otherwiſe than 

by tears, and ſwore eternal fidelity to him. He 
ſent for the Arab, who had been his governor; 
and referred me to him, for information of whit 


7” L ſhould do, in order to conceal from the publiez 
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| "his: intended. kindneſs to me: — 1 ſoon luumt 
the neceflity « of that reſerve with which he meant 


to treat me. Ali Baſſan (that was the name f 


the Arab) had for his royal charge, the tender- 
neſs of a father: he ſaw, with grief, the diſñ- 
culty Mahomet would have to eſcape the artiſices 
of his ſtep- mother: the mulatto, ſure of her aſ- 
cendant over the king, doubtleſs, waited only 
| for a favourable opportunity to deſtroy the ſon, 
| AS ſhe had deſtroyed the mother—And the young 
5 prince could not be too vigilant in avoiding every 
thing that might give a handle to the malignity 
of this fury. To the hatred ſhe had for a prince, 
whoſe vengeance ſue had reaſon to fear, if he 
. ſucceeded to the throne, was added her intereſt 

in favour of a ſon, whom fhe wanted to raiſe to 

the ſame, honours. He was older than the prince 
| Mahomet ; but his right of birth was a trivial 
_ conſideration, in ſuch a country as Barbary, where. 
every thing is carried by power. Muley Iſhmael; 
did not conceal the deſire he had of leaving his 

crown to this younger ſon, who had the wiſhes: 

| of the whole nation in his favour. Great diſcre-.. 

| tion was, . therefore, neceſſary for my maſter, in 
arder to preſerve himſelf from thoſe- ſnares; that 
| would certainly be laid for him. Above all, he 
: had. himſelf to fear: naturally tender, compaſſi- 
N wa nane, ee at the hor- 


rible 


LE * ＋ * > 1 
rible and daily-cructties of his father, Sten he 
could never have the weakneſs. to applaud, like 
the ſon of the mulatto. Ali Baſſan, his gover- 

nor, joined his eares with mine, to repreſs thoſe 

| emotions of compaſſion ; and, on thoſe occaſions, 
when it might have diſcovered itſelf to his ruin, 

we kept him in his apartment. This reſtraint, 

rendered his reſidence at Morocco inſupportable, 
and though he was ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
continuing there, to cultivate the. affection of 
his father, he longed for the moment when he 
might, by permitting him to remove, give him 
an opportunity, at leaſt, to bewail thoſe i inno- 
cent victims to his fury, and that of the mu- 
latto. At laft, a horrid inſtance of barbarity, 
at which he was preſent, determined him to re- 

move, at all adventures, from the court. The 
royal gardens were planted with a large quantity 
of orange trees, whoſe fruits lay on the ground, 
and were ſo little eſteemed, that they were fre- 
quently given to the llaves. One day, when all 
the women of the ſeraglio walked out in theſe 
gardens, there were four of them that loaded 
themſelves with theſe oranges— The king, by 4 
caprice, which can be attributed to nothing but 
his extreme cruelty, was enraged at the harmleſs | 
liberty they had taken, and puniſhed them Men 
a degree of eruelty that makes me tremble while” 
2.4. —; 
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I write: He ordered the unfortunate. creatures 
to be ſtripped . .. the reſt is too ſhocking to be 


told. . At the relation of this horrid execution, 


Muley Mahomet loſt all tenderneſs for his 
father, whom he looked upon as a monſter; and 
if a little reflection made him condemn this ſud- 
den averſion, it confirmed him in his reſolution 
to leaye a place, where ſuch horrid ſcenes were 
frequently exhibited. I have told you that my 
prir ce had a brother by the ſame mother, named 
Muley Haſſan: he was appointed governor of a 
place, at a great diſtance from the capital, and 
my maſter took this opportunity of quitting it. 
As the king knew that he tenderly loved'his bro- 
ther, he was not ſurprized that he ſhould aſk his 
permiſſion to paſs ſome months with him. It 
was there that the two princes, indulging their 
benevolent diſpoſitions, gained the hearts of all 
that were under them I was one of the firſt to 
whom this change of ſituation Became. favour- 
able; Muley Mahomet diſpatched Thomas to 
Europe, commanding him to obey, preciſely, 
ſuch orders as he ſhould receive from me. Theſe 
were, to get information at Turin, concerning 
my: family You know, that upon hearing my 
father had adopted Mr. de St. Far, I concluded 
that my daughter, and my unfortunate wife, had 
found no favour. with him; in conſequence of 
15 | which 


MT, 


which dreadful ſuppoſition, I determined to end 


my days in Africa, under the protection of "_ 
5 h maſter. 


e ad he one FRY (that was my faves 
name) I admire your underſtanding; and I could 


wiſh it were in my power hereafter to conduct 
myſelf by your counſel: there is nothing ſo great 
that you may not hope for it, unleſs you yourſelf 


continue an obſtacle to your advancement, by 


perſevering in the Chriſtian F aith— And what, 
ſaid I, my prince, could you think of a man, 


who could be vile enough to abandon his God ? 


Would you have any reaſon to depend on his 
fidelity? Hear me, ſaid Mahomet, I will ſpeak: 


ingenuouſly to you: a man who ſhould believe 


that it was the intention of the Supreme Being 
to ſubject his creatures to a particular mode of 
worſhip, would be vile, if through the appre- 
henſion of evil, or the proſpect of advantage, 


he ſhould abandon that worfhip; but can any one 
be ſo abſurd as to think, that the Deity is con- 
cerned about our religious ceremonies and diſ- 


tinctions? I own to you that I have never met 
with ſuch an one, either amongſt the Chriſtians, 
or in our own. nation: I ſpeak of cultivated peo- 
ple They were juſt as much Chriſtians as I am: 
a Mahometan. You have now met with ſuch 

5 an 
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an . “ 1. If I could doubt a mo- 


ment of the divine veracity of the faith I profeſs, 


T could not be fo ſtupid as to ſacrifice the deſire 


of pleaſing you to a vain phantom: but, per- 


| fectly convinced of the truth of my religion, | 
1 ſhould be the baſeſt of men, if 1 could 


either abandon it, or even diſſemble my convic- 


tions. This converſation was ſeveral times re- 


newed ; and, as Mahomet had a good under- 


ſtanding, I found no great difficulty in con- 
vincing him of the truth of Chriſtianity—He 


owned that he had a deciſive attachment to the 
Chriſtian religion, and that he would freely fa- 


orifice to it the throne he had in view ; but that 
the ſeverity of the goſpel morality, particularly 


with regard to women, frighted him; that he 
hoped; at a period when his paſſions began to 
ſubſide; he ſhould be able to ſubmit. to it,, and 


then he would become a Chriſtian. Alas] that 
period, when he intended to embrace the divine 
favour. in this inftance, will never come to 
him: and an early death has rendered him a 


dreadful example to thoſe who defer their re- 


formation * to ſome future time. 


2 © 1 mulatto did not ſuffer her eng e of 


2 prince Mahomet to ſieep; and the - 


1 n= 8517 of” her attempts to rob him of his fa- 
* ther's 
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ther's ee could not make Si give up 
her intention. She concluded, however, that 
ſhe ſhould in vain hope to effect his ruin, if he 
did not furniſh the means of it himſelf; and ſhe | 
thought of every artifice to draw him into ſome 
cauſe of impeachment. The king had, by no 
means, the ſame attachment to Muley Haffan, 
which he had to his brother ; it was againſt that 
prince, therefore, that ſhe turned all her arts 
—He was accuſed of intending to render himſelf 
independent in his government—He was con- 
veyed to court under falſe pretences, and was 
there ſtrangled. Muley Mahomet was ready to 
die with grief, when he heard of the death of his 
brother; and, more to revenge him than to ſe- 
cure his own life, he reſolved to commit the 
crime whereof his brother had been falſely ac 
cuſed. I foreſa this misfortune, and uſed every 
means to avoid it, by repreſenting to my maſter, 
that no motives could juſtify a ſon in taking up 
arms againſt his father and his king—With any 
other than Mahomet I ſhould have paid for the 
freedom of my remonſtrances with my life, Ali 
Baſſan, his governor, even adviſed him to this: 5 
but Mahomet refuſed to follow his bloody coun- 
ſe], and carried his goodneſs to me ſo far, ag to 
conſult how I might eſcape his father's ven 
ance, if * ſhould fail in his enterpriſe: 5 195 
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Fathers of Mercy made a ranſom in Morocco, 


and he diſpatched me privately to that place, 
where I remained concealed 'till their departure. : 
The conſpiracy of Mahomet was diſcovered the 


ſame day that we left thoſe parts; and 1 learnt 
the following account at Gibraltar, where we 
were detained fix weeks by contrary winds. 


 ManomErT was ſo beloved, that, as ſoon as 
he had declared his intentions, he had a conſider- 
able army. He wrote a letter to his father, ſig- 
nifying bis reluctance to thoſe meaſures he was 
obliged to take: he proved the innocence. of his 
unfortunate brother in a manner the moſt in- 
diſputable: he required vengeance for his death 
on her who had ſhed the blood of the mother 
and the ſon, and who only waited a favourable 5 
opportunity to treat him in the ſame manner. 
He vowed to proſtrate himſelf at the foot of the 
throne, ſo ſoon as the death of the mulatto 
would permit him to lay down his arms, and to 
throw himſelf on the clemency of his father and 
his king; for whom he ſhould ever retain. the 


| tendereſt reſpect. But, added he, 1 cannot de- 


termine to die like a culprit: it is not ſo much 
my life, as my reputation, that 1 wiſh to preſerve. 
I even preſume to ſay, that 1 am willing -; 


| ſhare you the regret which my death would oc- 
| caſion 


*, 
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caſion; à regret which you experienced after 
the death of my unfortunate mother; and which, 
however fruitleſs, the innocence of my brother 
ſhould renew at this moment for thoſe victims wo 
the tulateo's rage. 
I Know not whether this letter made any 
impreflion on Muley Iſhmael All we certain 
know is, that he prepared to oppoſe his ſon, 
and that, notwithſtanding the orders he gave to 
puſn the war with vigour, he would have been 
overcome, if the conſpirators had been faithful 
The mulatto had her ſpies amongſt the troops ; 
of Muley Mahomet, and he was given up to 
his father by a traitor in whom he had confided. - 
The king refuſed to ſee his rebellious ſon, who 
only defired the favour of embracing his feet be- 
fore he died; yet, notwithſtanding his refuſal, 
it was hoped that his tenderneſs for this ſon 
would overcome his reſentment—This hope was 
| occaſioned by two circumſtances : he com- 
manded, indeed, that the prince ſhould be put 
under a ſtrict guard, but that he ſhould always 
be treated with reſpect, and ſupplied with every 
thing that was neceſſary or agreeable. The 
king ſeemed to have exhauſted his rage on the 
5 traitor ie 11 Aer mow: up; 1 whom he or- 
lee deired 
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ee froniatantes; that is, from the head | 


downwards, in order to prolong his torments. 


The day following he ordered, at a ſmall diſ- + 
tance from the town, a large copper to be filled 
with oil, and a fire to be kindled under it. Theſe 


pPreparations made every one tremble; and the 
mulatto, who, undoubtedly, triumphed in her 
heart, threw herſelf at the feet of the king, to- 
gether with all the women of the ſeraglio, to 
iümplore merey for his fon. I have no intention 
ta put him to death, replied Iſhmael; I ſhall 
anly anoint his face with a little boiling oil, to 
puniſh him for ſome indiſcreet expreſſions that 
have eſcaped him This was all that could be 


gedy.. At the hour of eleven, all the troops 
ſurtounded the place of puniſhment, where the 


bing appeared, and Mahomet was brought— 
per, and the king, who had ordered ſeveral of his 


butchers to attend, commanded one of them to 
eut off a hand and a foot from prince Mahomet. 

The man, ſtarting back with horrour, declared 

that he would rather die than lift up-his ſacri- 
legious hand againſt his maſter's ſon. _— 
. Iſhmael, far from being touched with this mark 

of. affeRtion and 3 took a _ and, 


got from him; and the whole city waited with 
terrour for the cataſtrophe of this dreadful tra- 


with 
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| ; with a ſangfroiu worthy. a Caligula, blew the 
- wretch's brains out. A ſecond executioner, in- 


timidated;by the death of his fellow, performed, 


with a trembling hand, the bloody order of that 


barbarous king, and threw, by his command, 


the hand and the foot into the bailing oil; Aer 


which, he was treated like the former. My 
prince, though half dead, could not forbear 


5 ſaying, How brave the man, who murders thoſe! 


who obey as well as thoſe who diſobey ! The 
king, afterwards, ordered his phyſicians to leave 


no means untried to heal his ſon, and returned 


to his palace, not without ſtopping ſeveral times 
to kiſs the ground, and ſhed tears. The follow 


ing days he enquired impatiently after his fon, | 
5 and ſhewed great joy when he was told that he 


might recover of his wounds — During eight 


days they gave him great hopes; but, after- 


e 
there was great reaſon to ſuſpect the poor prince's' 


wounds had been poiſoned by order of the mu- 


latto; for he died within a few days. The 


death of my benefactor, and, above all, ſo ter- 


rible a death, affected me ſo much, that I was 
ſtupified with grief; yet, at the ſame time, 1 
paid the tribute of many grateful and affectionate 


tears ta his memory His kindneſs had enabled 


me to live benteellx: but, under that execlive- 
grief 
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grief with which my heart was oppreſſed, 1 | 
wiſhed only to be in ſome deſert, 
object might withdraw my mind from the 1ndul- 
gence of that melancholy which my loſſes and 
ſufferings had © occaſioned. The Fathers of 
Mercy, while they applauded my diſguſt for the 
world, poſſibly through fear of encreaſing, if 
they oppoſed it, deſired me to defer my ſcheme 
of retiring, till freſh enquiries ſhould convince = 
me that I had nothing to hope: and, as they 
| Had the goodneſs to propoſe taking theſe en- 
quiries upon themſelves, and to engage the aſ- 


ſtance of their friends, they lay me under a ne- 


ceflity of accompanying them to Paris, where 1 
had the complaiſance to attend them to your 
houſe, in order to excite your compaſſion in be- 
half of the captives they had redeemed, who 
were in miſerable circumſtances—lIt was there 
that Providence had fixed the period of my miſ- 
fortunes ; and, though they have been without 
number, I confeſs that they have borne no pro- 8 
portion to the bleſſings which have ſince been 
reſtored to me. The latter are ſo great, that 
they ſeem to have exhauſted my utmoſt ſenſi- 
dility— My heart is ſcarcely equal to the ſupport 
of its own feelings ; ; and when, to all theſe 
bleſſings, I ſhall add that of ſeeing you, madam, * 
once more, and of renewing every teſtimony of 
| | 2 my 
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my grateful pe 1 fatter myſelf J ſhall die 


prove the maxim, which holds that, with re- 
| gard to happineſs, man is never willing to ſay, 


it 1s enough; ſince mine will want nothing but 
e, to render i it perfect. 


Sa 
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ſeen and heard. Annette would have been in ſome 


T rappe; and the failure of his health furniſhed 
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LETTER XXXIVL. 


LUCY TO EMERANCE, 


UR travel * retitined, ly ads? Aruek | 
with admiration of every thing they have 


danger of taking the veil, had Mr. Deſhomais 


made this journey before marriage ; ſo impoſlible 
is it to behold thoſe holy Solitaires without envy- 


ing their lot. Victoria, before her admiſſion at 


Clairets, had the happineſs of a long converſation 


with the holy abbe—She hoped he would permit 


her to take the veil in quality of a convert, but he 


would not conſent to it, and I am very thankful. 
The ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak. 


Our friend could not long have ſupported that 
fatigue; which none can bear but thoſe who 


have been inured to hard labour. Her huſband 
was deſirous of ſeeing her, that he might have 
aſked her pardon for all the faults which ſhe had 


been guilty of, and which he attributed to him- 
ſelf The abbe did not think this interview 


proper; and I am of opinion that he judged 
right. The marquis already perceives the ef- 
fects of the bad air and the auſterities of la 


him 


| Klin with A id PRs . the abbé 8 
abridge the circamſtances of his probation—I 
believe he will obtain this favour z and he has. 
already the promiſe of this charitable. director, 
chat, ſick or well, he ſhall be received, pro- 
vided his good dif] poſitions continue. Victoria 
was preſented at Clairets as the daughter of. the 
marquis — Before ſhe entered the cloyſter ſhe- 
threw herſelf at his feet, to implore his bleſſing. 
As ſoon as ſhe entered the houſe, ſhe kiſſed the- 
ground, ſaying, Here is my reſting place; the 
happy abode where I ſhall always dwell! The 
marquis ſaw her the day following, before his. 
departure, and ſays ſhe was ſcarcely the fame. 
_ perſon; ſuch influence had the joy of finding 
| herſelf in that aſylum on her ſpirits: The ab- 
beſs has promiſed to ſend. us frequent accounts 
of her: if you carry your good intentions into 
execution, I do not deſpair of ſeeing her again 
before her facrifice is completed. As to the 
marquis, we ſhall ſee him no more on this ide - 
Heaven; women are never permitted to viſit the- 
ſanctuary where he has taken refuge—This diſ-- 
pleaſes me ; and I ſometimes think of changing 
our dreſs, that we may enjoy, with our huſ- 
| bands, the pleaſure of ſeeing him finiſh his ſa- 
crifice. With: regard to yourſelf, my friend, 
take notice from this, that I depend upon your 
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* ME E SATN VILLE and his famihy 
having paſſed five months with - 

Mr. and Madame de Villeneuve, the corre- 
ſpondence of Emerance and Lucy was, of courſe, 
during that time, ſuſpended. It was, undoubt- 
edly, continued” till the death of the two friends; 
but, notwithſtanding the pains I have taken to a 
fearch for their letters, I have not been able to 
recover one. Of the writers and their friends.[ 
received the e followin g account: 0 


12 


* 


MADAME DE VIELENEUVE loſt her huf- 
| band and her daughter five years after the return 
- of her friend to Turin; and, having paſſed the 
mountains, to ſeek, in the boſom of Emerance, 
ſome eonſolation in her diſtreſſes, ſhe found only + 
freſh cauſe of ſorrow in cloſing the eyes of that 
virtuous woman in the flower of her age. She 
afterwards engaged Deſhomais and his wiſe to 
accompany her to her eſtate in France, where 
they ſettled, and are ſtill living. Victoria per- 
ſevered in thoſe ſentiments of penitence which 
had never forſaken her from the moment of her 
converſion, and died about ſeven years after. 
Her death was preceded by that of her huſband, 
1 I who 
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not been able to diſcover whether he is fill 
of ther irregularities during my ſtay in England 
D #» 2, an Iriſhman; and, as the laws of 
the religion of his wife, ſhe abjured the faith 


She lay-in afterwards of a ſecond child; and, 


— 
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who, lived only one year after he was profeſſed; 
and merited a bleſſing on his memory, in a 
place where nothing that fs ordinary i is admired: 
The huſband of Emerance retired, after her 


death, into a Carthuſian monaſtery ; and I have 


. 


Hving, The unhappy Henrietta cloſed the ſcene 


Aſter a ſecond widowhood ſhe married Mr. 


that kingdom render the huſband reſponſible for 
of her anceſtors eight days before her lying-in. 
though'the firſt ſymptoms were favourable, died 


in childbed. It is ſaid ſhe was very deſirous of FF 
ſeeing an old Roman Catholic chambermaid, ] 


whom, after changing her religion, the hdd. 
diſmiſſed; and it is ſuppoſed, that, by her 
means, ſhe wiſhed to be re-admitted into the li 


boſom of the church z- but this ſuppoſition was 
by no means fatisfactory to theſe who were _ * 
concerned for her. 5 A I; - 
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